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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1 3374 10.7 2.4 15 71.5 100
2 2547 23.5 7.6 45 52.3 75.5
3 825 25.9 8.9 45 57.5 24.4
4 2 7.5 2.1 45 16.7 0.1
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question


Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.
However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.


Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.


Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question


Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.


Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Compulsory

1.	 Read the item below and answer the following questions.

	 Religion is an agent of secondary socialisation. Religious ceremonies influence identity and 
can unite a society by socialising people into the shared norms and values of that society. A 
religious leader can act as a role model and give guidance about the type of behaviour that 
is acceptable or unacceptable. For example, divorce is viewed as unacceptable by the Roman 
Catholic Church. An example of expected behaviour for Muslims is fasting during Ramadan.

	 (a)	 With reference to the item and your own knowledge, explain the meaning of the term role 
model.	 [5]

	 (b)	 Using material from the item and your own knowledge, describe and explain how any two 
agents of socialisation influence norms and values.	 [10]
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Sticky Note
AO2.  There is a reference to the item and this is developed with an example. There is some development of the use of sanctions within the family but this should have been further developed to gain the extra mark.


Sticky Note
1b) 9 marks 5+4

AO1. Two agents or socialisation are identified and the focus of the answer is on the process of socialisation. Role models and sanctions are used as examples of the process. There is also a focus on norms and values and sociological language is used accurately.


Sticky Note
AO2. There is a reference to the item. For the second mark the candidate could have developed the knowledge points with explanations or examples.


Sticky Note
1a) 4 marks 3+1

AO1. A brief answer but with understanding. The term is defined and knowledge is displayed with references to imitation and socialisation.










Sticky Note
1b) 9 marks – 5+4

AO1. Two agents of socialisation are clearly identified. A number of accurate and relevant points are made. There is a focus on the process of socialisation for both agents; the candidate refers to role models, imitation and sanctions. There is accurate use of sociological language and a focus on norms and values. 




Sticky Note
To gain full marks candidates need to give 3 different knowledge points; one of which should be a definition (AO1). A reference to the item and an example or some analysis will gain full marks (AO2).


Sticky Note
AO2 – There is a reference to the item which is developed to demonstrate understanding. 


Sticky Note
1a) 5 marks – 3+2

AO1 – There is a definition. The candidate uses two knowledge points to develop the answer; a reference to norms and the development of sub-cultures. 


Sticky Note
AO2. Examples that are linked to the specifics of the question are given and there is some explanation of the process of socialisation. There is a reference to the item. The paragraph on the family could have been further developed 








Sticky Note
1b) 3 marks 2+1

A01. A brief answer. Although there is a reference to religion and the family they are not explicitly developed in terms of the process of socialisation. There is a vague understanding of norms and values.


Sticky Note
A02. There is a reference to the item and a brief explanation of the definition.



Sticky Note
1a) 3 marks 2+1

A01. The answer starts by defining the term role model. The reference to the item is supported by addition knowledge. 





Sticky Note
A02. The candidate makes a reference to the item but this is undeveloped in terms of the question.
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2. Families and Culture

	 (a)	 Outline and explain how the changing role of women has influenced families.	 [15]

(b)	 Assess the view that the extended family is no longer important in the contemporary 
UK.	 [30]
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Sticky Note
2a) 10 marks 6+4

AO1 – Level 3. There are two main points identified in terms of the changing role of women and its influence on families; legislation and careers/work. There is use of appropriate evidence to support these points with reference to legislation, statistics and sociologists e.g. Sharpe. Therefore two points and appropriate evidence, 6 marks




Sticky Note
AO2 – Level 3. There is some loss of focus on the specifics of the question when the candidate discusses the theoretical viewpoints of different sociologists. The question does not ask candidate to analyse in terms of theoretical perspectives. Consequently the references to the New Right and Ansley do not add much in terms of the question.



Sticky Note
2b) 14 marks 8+6

AO1. Some knowledge of extended families is evident but much of it is basic and undeveloped. There is only one reference sociologists (Young and Willmott) and the answer lacks additional specific evidence.




Sticky Note
2a) 10 marks 6+4

AO1 – Level 3. There are two main points identified in terms of the changing role of women and its influence on families; legislation and careers/work. There is use of appropriate evidence to support these points with reference to legislation, statistics and sociologists e.g. Sharpe. Therefore two points and appropriate evidence, 6 marks
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3. Youth Cultures

	 (a)	 Outline and explain why some young people choose to join youth sub-cultures.	 [15]

(b)	 Assess the functionalist view that youth culture is a period of transition between childhood 
and adulthood.	 [30]
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Sticky Note
AO1 Level 3.  There are accurate references to sociological evidence and theory throughout the answer. The candidate has knowledge of the functional perspective – the knowledge of many candidates was rather vague in terms of the functional perspective

Sticky Note
3b) 22 marks – 12+10

 In order to access marks in the highest bands candidates were expected to develop a debate focused on the view that youth culture is a period of transition between childhood and adulthood.




Sticky Note
3a) 13 marks – 8+5 

In order to access marks in the highest mark band candidates should aim to identify 3 reasons and offer an explanation of these reasons supported by sociological evidence.


Sticky Note
AO2 Level 3. There is a focus on the question but at times the points made could have been further developed in terms of the debate, for example, the difference between the view of Marxist and functionalists and the reference to deviant sub-cultures.




Sticky Note
AO2. Level 3. There is some explanation of the reasons and evidence. For some of the reasons the explanation is rather brief e.g. the paragraph that refers to black youths and prejudice and could have been further developed.


Sticky Note
AO1. Level 4. At least 3 different reasons are given and each is supported by accurate references to sociologists.












Sticky Note
A01 – Level 3. A number of reasons are identified but they are generally not supported with evidence. There is one explicit reference to a sociologist. There is some understanding and implicit sociological knowledge.




Sticky Note
3b) 8 marks 5+3

AO1 – Level 2.  The answer lacks explicit sociological knowledge and evidence. The reference to age is potentially relevant but needs to be explicitly linked to the functionalist view of youth culture. Generally anecdotal.


Sticky Note
A02 – Level 3 The explanations lack detail and examples. Just slightly better than basic.






Sticky Note
A02 – Level 1. The answer is limited and undeveloped in terms of the question. There is no attempt to develop a debate.
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SY1 
 
Q.1 Read the item below and answer the following questions. 
 
 Religion is an agent of secondary socialisation. Religious ceremonies influence 


identity and can unite a society by socialising people into the shared norms and 
values of that society. A religious leader can act as a role model and give guidance 
about the type of behaviour that is acceptable or unacceptable. For example, divorce 
is viewed as unacceptable by the Roman Catholic Church. An example of expected 
behaviour for Muslims is fasting during Ramadan. 


 
 (a) With reference to the item and your own knowledge, explain the 


meaning of the term role model. [5] 
 


Answers should be fully rewarded for accuracy and relevance. Candidates 
may refer to the following: 


 The meaning of role model 


 The significant other  


 Gender and role models 
 
Examples of the above.  


 
 


Marks AO1 


3 
There will be relevant points made which identify the meaning 
of the term, displaying a detailed and clear understanding of 
the term including reference to norms and values.   


2 
There will be some understanding of the term which is 
illustrated through the use of examples. 


1 
There will be basic understanding of the term with 
misunderstanding evident. 


0 No relevant points will be made. 


 


 


Marks AO2 


2 
Detailed understanding is displayed through clear explanation. 


Reference will be made to the item. 


1 There will be some analysis. 


0 No explanations offered. 
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Q.1 (b) Using material from the item and your own knowledge describe and 
explain how any two agents of socialisation influence norms and 
values.  [10] 


 
Answers should focus on the process of socialisation: 


   
  Expect the accurate use of terms such as; 


 Sanctions positive and negative with examples  


 Role models and imitation  
 
Examples should be linked to norms and values.  


 


Marks AO1 (5) AO2 (5) 


 4 - 5 


There are a number of specific, correct 
and relevant points made.  


Correct sociological terminology will be 
used in such a way as to display 
explicit knowledge and understanding. 


The quality of written communication 
will be good. 


Additional sociological knowledge will 
be present. 


Appropriate examples and 
explanations of the processes or 
agencies described will be apparent. 


 


Analysis will be explicit. 


 


Reference will be made to item. 


 


2 - 3 


There will be some relevant points 
made. 


Some sociological language may be 
present.  


There may be some errors of 
punctuation, spelling and grammar. 


 


Some appropriate examples and 
explanations of the processes or 
agencies described will be apparent. 


 


Analysis will be implicit. 


There may be reference to the item or 
additional sociological knowledge. 


1 


There is little evidence of sociological 
content. 


Answers will be common sense in 
approach. 


Limited use of appropriate examples 
and explanations of the processes or 
agencies described will be apparent. 
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Families and Culture 
 


Q.2 (a) Outline and explain how the changing role of women has influenced 
families. [15] 


 
Answers may refer to: 


 Women in the work force – dual earner families – Cheal, influence on 
children – more child care. 


 Increasing independence – singlehood – scase, one parent families  


 Fewer children  


 Influence on the role of males – new man. 
 
Expect evidence in terms of patterns / trends and studies. 


  The emphasis here is on demonstrating knowledge and understanding. 
 


AO1 (8) AO2 (7) 


7 - 8 
Candidates will be able to make accurate, 
appropriate and detailed reference to a range of 
writers, research and theory. 
There will be a detailed level of knowledge and 
understanding and this will be detailed and wide 
ranging. 
Candidates will be able to refer to more than one 
area of sociology where appropriate. 
Answers will be expressed in appropriate 
sociological language. 
Candidates will be able to make accurate and 
appropriate use of the sociological terminology 
indicated in the specifications, showing knowledge 
and understanding of its meaning. 
The quality of written communication is very good, 
with few, if any, errors of spelling, punctuation or 
grammar. 


6 - 7 
Candidates will relate their knowledge directly to 
the question under consideration and this link will 
be detailed and explicit. 
References to writers, research and/or theory will 
be explained in detail and contextualised. 
Answers will be formally constructed with a clear 
and logical argument. 
Evaluation and/or analysis will be detailed and 
explicit throughout the answers. 
The candidate may challenge the terms of the 
question. 
 


5 - 6 
Candidates will be able to make some accurate, 
appropriate reference to writers, research or 
theory. 
There will be some knowledge and understanding 
and this will be detailed or wide ranging. 
Candidates may be able to refer to more than one 
area of sociology where appropriate. 
Answers will make some use of appropriate 
sociological language. 
Candidates may be able to make some use of the 
sociological terminology indicated in the 
specifications, showing some knowledge and 
understanding of its meaning. 
The quality of written communication is, for the 
most part, good though there may be some errors 
of spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


4 - 5 
Candidates will relate their knowledge to the 
question under consideration but the link is likely 
to be more implicit than in band 4. 
References to writers, research or theory will have 
some explanation. 
Answers will have some clarity and logical 
argument. 
Evaluation or analysis is likely to be implicit and is 
unlikely to be present throughout the answer. 
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AO1 (8) AO2 (7) 


3 - 4 
Candidates will be able to make basic references 
to writers, research or theory. 
There will be basic knowledge and understanding 
but this will lack detail and will not be wide ranging. 
Candidates will make basic references to other 
areas of sociology. 
There will be limited and at times inaccurate use of 
the sociological terminology indicated in the 
specifications. 
The quality of written communication will be limited 
with frequent errors of punctuation, spelling and 
grammar. 


2 - 3 
Candidates will make basic links between their 
knowledge and the question. 
There will be basic explanation of any writers, 
research or theory referred to. 
Answers will have basic clarity or logical 
argument. 
Any evaluation or analysis will be implicit and very 
limited. 
 
 


1 - 2 
Candidates may rely on anecdotal references with 
few if any references to writers, research or 
theory. 
There will be limited knowledge or understanding. 
There will be limited use of sociological language. 
The quality of written communication will be poor 
with numerous errors of spelling, punctuation and 
grammar. 


1  
Candidates will make limited links between their 
knowledge and the question. 
There will be limited explanation of any writers, 
research or theory. 
There will be limited analysis. 
 


0 
No relevant knowledge or understanding 
displayed. 


0 
No relevant analysis. 
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Q.2 (b) Assess the view that the extended family is no longer important in the 
contemporary UK.   [30] 


 
Answers may refer to some of the following: 


 Traditional extended families  


 Decline of extended families – privatised families, social mobility 


 The growth of diverse family forms  


 The relevance of the extended family today – Foster, Devine, Finch and Mason  


 Increasing role of grandparents – childcare 


 Care of the elderly  


 Asian families  


 Beanpole families  


 Boomerang children  


 Modified extended families – Litwak  


 March of progress  
 
There will be clear assessment / debate. The best answers will discuss the features 
of the extended family, consider how / if the extended family has been modified and 
link this to social changes.  


 


AO1 (16) AO2 (14) 


13 - 16 
Candidates will be able to make accurate, 
appropriate and detailed reference to a range of 
writers, research and theory. 
There will be a detailed level of knowledge and 
understanding and this will be detailed and wide 
ranging. 
Candidates will be able to refer to more than one 
area of sociology where appropriate. 
Answers will be expressed in appropriate 
sociological language. 
Candidates will be able to make accurate and 
appropriate use of the sociological terminology 
indicated in the specifications, showing knowledge 
and understanding of its meaning. 
The quality of written communication is very good, 
with few, if any, errors of spelling, punctuation or 
grammar. 


12 - 14 
Candidates will relate their knowledge directly to 
the question under consideration and this link will 
be detailed and explicit. 
References to writers, research and/or theory will 
be explained in detail and contextualised. 
Answers will be formally constructed with a clear 
and logical argument. 
Evaluation and/or analysis will be detailed and 
explicit throughout the answers. 
The candidate may challenge the terms of the 
question. 
 


9 - 12 
Candidates will be able to make some accurate, 
appropriate reference to writers, research or 
theory. 
There will be some knowledge and understanding 
and this will be detailed or wide ranging. 
Candidates may be able to refer to more than one 
area of sociology where appropriate. 
Answers will make some use of appropriate 
sociological language. 
Candidates may be able to make some use of the 
sociological terminology indicated in the 
specifications showing some knowledge and 
understanding of its meaning. 
The quality of written communication is, for the 
most part good though there may be some errors 
of spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


8 - 11 
Candidates will relate their knowledge to the 
question under consideration but the link is likely to 
be more implicit than in band 4. 
References to writers, research or theory will have 
some explanation. 
Answers will have some clarity and logical 
argument. 
Evaluation or analysis is likely to be implicit and is 
unlikely to be present throughout the answer. 
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AO1 (16) AO2 (14) 


5 - 8 
Candidates will be able to make basic references 
to writers, research or theory. 
There will be basic knowledge and understanding 
but this will lack detail and will not be wide ranging. 
Candidates will make basic references to other 
areas of sociology. 
There will be limited and at times inaccurate use of 
the sociological terminology indicated in the 
specifications. 
The quality of written communication will be limited 
with frequent errors of punctuation, spelling and 
grammar. 


4 - 7 
Candidates will make basic links between their 
knowledge and the question. 
There will be basic explanation of any writers, 
research or theory referred to. 
Answers will have basic clarity or logical argument. 
Any evaluation or analysis will be implicit and very 
limited. 
 


1 - 4 
Candidates may rely on anecdotal references with 
few if any references to writers, research or theory. 
There will be limited knowledge or understanding. 
There will be limited use of sociological language. 
The quality of written communication will be poor 
with numerous errors of spelling, punctuation and 
grammar. 


1 - 3 
Candidates will make limited links between their 
knowledge and the question. 
There will be limited explanation of any writers, 
research or theory. 
There will be limited analysis. 
 


0 
No relevant knowledge or understanding 
displayed. 


0 
No relevant analysis. 
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Youth cultures 
 
Q.3 (a) Outline and explain why some young people choose to join youth sub-


cultures. [15] 
 


Answers may refer to: 


 Rite of passage  


 Identity – Mac an Ghaill and masculinity  


 Resistance  


 Influence of the media / consumerism  
 
  The emphasis here is on demonstrating knowledge and understanding.  
 


AO1 (8) AO2 (7) 


7 - 8 
Candidates will be able to make accurate, 
appropriate and detailed reference to a range of 
writers, research and theory. 
There will be a detailed level of knowledge and 
understanding and this will be detailed and wide 
ranging. 
Candidates will be able to refer to more than one 
area of sociology where appropriate. 
Answers will be expressed in appropriate 
sociological language. 
Candidates will be able to make accurate and 
appropriate use of the sociological terminology 
indicated in the specifications showing knowledge 
and understanding of its meaning. 
The quality of written communication is very good, 
with few, if any, errors of spelling, punctuation or 
grammar. 


6 - 7 
Candidates will relate their knowledge directly to 
the question under consideration and this link will 
be detailed and explicit. 
References to writers, research and/or theory will 
be explained in detail and contextualised. 
Answers will be formally constructed with a clear 
and logical argument. 
Evaluation and/or analysis will be detailed and 
explicit throughout the answers. 
The candidate may challenge the terms of the 
question. 
 


5 - 6 
Candidates will be able to make some accurate, 
appropriate reference to writers, research or 
theory. 
There will be some knowledge and understanding 
and this will be detailed or wide ranging. 
Candidates may be able to refer to more than one 
area of sociology where appropriate. 
Answers will make some use of appropriate 
sociological language. 
Candidates may be able to make some use of the 
sociological terminology indicated in the 
specifications showing some knowledge and 
understanding of its meaning. 
The quality of written communication is, for the 
most part good though there may be some errors 
of spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


4 - 5 
Candidates will relate their knowledge to the 
question under consideration but the link is likely 
to be more implicit than in band 4. 
References to writers, research or theory will have 
some explanation. 
Answers will have some clarity and logical 
argument. 
Evaluation or analysis is likely to be implicit and is 
unlikely to be present throughout the answer. 
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AO1 (8) AO2 (7) 


3 - 4 
Candidates will be able to make basic references 
to writers, research or theory. 
There will be basic knowledge and understanding 
but this will lack detail and will not be wide ranging. 
Candidates will make basic references to other 
areas of sociology. 
There will be limited and at times inaccurate use of 
the sociological terminology indicated in the 
specifications. 
The quality of written communication will be limited 
with frequent errors of punctuation, spelling and 
grammar. 


2 - 3 
Candidates will make basic links between their 
knowledge and the question. 
There will be basic explanation of any writers, 
research or theory referred to. 
Answers will have basic clarity or logical 
argument. 
Any evaluation or analysis will be implicit and very 
limited. 
 
 


1 - 2 
Candidates may rely on anecdotal references with 
few if any references to writers, research or 
theory. 
There will be limited knowledge or understanding. 
There will be limited use of sociological language. 
The quality of written communication will be poor 
with numerous errors of spelling, punctuation and 
grammar. 


1  
Candidates will make limited links between their 
knowledge and the question. 
There will be limited explanation of any writers, 
research or theory. 
There will be limited analysis. 
 


0 
No relevant knowledge or understanding 
displayed. 


0 
No relevant analysis. 
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Q.3 (b) Assess the functionalist view that youth culture is a period of transition 
between childhood and adulthood. [30] 


 
Answers may refer to some of the following: 


 Functionalist theories of youth culture – Parsons, Eisenstadt 


 Roszak – ‘generation gap’ 


 Marxism and the significance of class in youth sub-cultures – resistance, 
Hall and Jefferson 


 The significance of ethnicity and gender – Rasta culture, McRobbie  


 Postmodern theories – supermarket of style  
 
  The best answers will assess the significance of youth culture and the 


distinction between youth culture and youth sub-cultures. They may also 
question if youth culture is significant to all young people and how / why youth 
sub-cultures develop. 


 


AO1 (16) AO2 (14) 


13 - 16 
Candidates will be able to make accurate, 
appropriate and detailed reference to a range of 
writers, research and theory. 
There will be a detailed level of knowledge and 
understanding and this will be detailed and wide 
ranging. 
Candidates will be able to refer to more than one 
area of sociology where appropriate. 
Answers will be expressed in appropriate 
sociological language. 
Candidates will be able to make accurate and 
appropriate use of the sociological terminology 
indicated in the specifications, showing knowledge 
and understanding of its meaning. 
The quality of written communication is very good, 
with few, if any, errors of spelling, punctuation or 
grammar. 


12 - 14 
Candidates will relate their knowledge directly to 
the question under consideration and this link will 
be detailed and explicit. 
References to writers, research and/or theory will 
be explained in detail and contextualised. 
Answers will be formally constructed with a clear 
and logical argument. 
Evaluation and/or analysis will be detailed and 
explicit throughout the answers. 
The candidate may challenge the terms of the 
question. 
 


9 - 12 
Candidates will be able to make some accurate, 
appropriate reference to writers, research or 
theory. 
There will be some knowledge and understanding 
and this will be detailed or wide ranging. 
Candidates may be able to refer to more than one 
area of sociology where appropriate. 
Answers will make some use of appropriate 
sociological language. 
Candidates may be able to make some use of the 
sociological terminology indicated in the 
specifications showing some knowledge and 
understanding of its meaning. 
The quality of written communication is, for the 
most part, good though there may be some errors 
of spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


8 - 11 
Candidates will relate their knowledge to the 
question under consideration but the link is likely 
to be more implicit than in band 4. 
References to writers, research or theory will have 
some explanation. 
Answers will have some clarity and logical 
argument. 
Evaluation or analysis is likely to be implicit and is 
unlikely to be present throughout the answer. 
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AO1 (16) AO2 (14) 


5 - 8 
Candidates will be able to make basic references 
to writers, research or theory. 
There will be basic knowledge and understanding 
but this will lack detail and will not be wide ranging. 
Candidates will make basic references to other 
areas of sociology. 
There will be limited and at times inaccurate use of 
the sociological terminology indicated in the 
specifications. 
The quality of written communication will be limited 
with frequent errors of punctuation, spelling and 
grammar. 


4 - 7 
Candidates will make basic links between their 
knowledge and the question. 
There will be basic explanation of any writers, 
research or theory referred to. 
Answers will have basic clarity or logical 
argument. 
Any evaluation or analysis will be implicit and very 
limited. 
 
 


1 - 4 
Candidates may rely on anecdotal references with 
few if any references to writers, research or 
theory. 
There will be limited knowledge or understanding. 
There will be limited use of sociological language 
The quality of written communication will be poor 
with numerous errors of spelling, punctuation and 
grammar. 


1 - 3 
Candidates will make limited links between their 
knowledge and the question. 
There will be limited explanation of any writers, 
research or theory. 
There will be limited analysis. 
 


0 
No relevant knowledge or understanding 
displayed. 


0 
No relevant analysis. 
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