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 (d)  (ii) ‘The existence of suffering proves there is no God’. 
Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than 
one point of view.  [15] 
(You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.) 
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‘Everyone deserves the same Human Rights.’ 
 


A Christian may agree that everyone deserves the same human rights due to the Bible teaching that 
all people are equal because they were created in the image of God. This means that Christians 
believe that all life is sacred and therefore all life deserves to be protected and preserved which is 
what human rights do. Also, Christians follow in the footsteps of Jesus in the hope of reaching 
heaven. Jesus taught that they should treat all people equally by showing the agape. Fighting for 
human rights is one way of showing agape as it ensures that all people have equal opportunities in 
their life. Martin Luther King is an example of a Christian who fought for human rights for black and 
white people in America. He did this because he believed that all people were equal and because it 
was his duty to fight for equality.  
  
On the other hand, someone may argue that not all people deserve human rights. This could be 
because they have committed a crime which has taken another’s human rights. For example 
someone may argue that someone who has tortured another person deserves to have some of their 
human rights removed as this is fair and revenge is acceptable.  
  
Hindu’s. however, would disagree with this and argue that all people do deserve human rights as 
they believe they have the dharma of ahimsa (do no harm). Through fighting for people to have 
human rights they are fulfilling this dharma meaning they will gain good karma. Furthermore, the 
believe that all life is sacred as it contains an atman, therefore all people deserve human rights 
because all people are equal. However, some Hindu’s may argue that this is not the case due to the 
caste system and also people having different dharma’s to fulfil. Some may argue that not all people 
deserve the right to choose who they marry as this could lead them to marry in the wrong caste and 
affect both their karma and reincarnation.   
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‘Everyone deserves the same Human Rights.’ 
 


A Christian may agree that everyone deserves the same human rights due to the Bible teaching that 
all people are equal because they were created in the image of God. This means that Christians 
believe that all life is sacred and therefore all life deserves to be protected and preserved which is 
what human rights do. Also, Christians follow in the footsteps of Jesus in the hope of reaching 
heaven. Jesus taught that they should treat all people equally by showing the agape. Fighting for 
human rights is one way of showing agape as it ensures that all people have equal opportunities in 
their life. Martin Luther King is an example of a Christian who fought for human rights for black and 
white people in America. He did this because he believed that all people were equal and because it 
was his duty to fight for equality.  
  
On the other hand, someone may argue that not all people deserve human rights. This could be 
because they have committed a crime which has taken another’s human rights. For example 
someone may argue that someone who has tortured another person deserves to have some of their 
human rights removed as this is fair and revenge is acceptable.  
  
Hindu’s. however, would disagree with this and argue that all people do deserve human rights as 
they believe they have the dharma of ahimsa (do no harm). Through fighting for people to have 
human rights they are fulfilling this dharma meaning they will gain good karma. Furthermore, the 
believe that all life is sacred as it contains an atman, therefore all people deserve human rights 
because all people are equal. However, some Hindu’s may argue that this is not the case due to the 
caste system and also people having different dharma’s to fulfil. Some may argue that not all people 
deserve the right to choose who they marry as this could lead them to marry in the wrong caste and 
affect both their karma and reincarnation.   
  
 
 
 
FEEDBACK:  This piece of work hits some of the Level 4/5 criteria, but 'using religious ideas and 
teachings to formulate judgements' is weaker because not all ideas are well explained or linked to 
the statement in an explicit way (see my comments). 
 
More able pupils might be encouraged to formulate judgements as they go along.  This can often 
be achieved by using the second half of a sentence to make a value judgement about the validity 
of the first; for example;   
 
 '...someone may argue that someone who has tortured another person deserves to have some of 
their human rights (such as the right to freedom of movement, for example) removed. This is a 
strong argument because it can be seen as fair and just and does not leave dangerous people free 
to do as they choose. 
 
My additions (in red)  are just a slight extension of the arguments the candidate presents, but by 
formulating a judgement about the strength of that view and providing a rationale for it, the 
candidate has demonstrated analysis and evaluation at a very high level.  I appreciate not all will 
be able to manage this, but great for those that can. 
 
I would place this piece of work in Band 3 of the Marking Band for Question (d) 


Comment [t1]: Good use of a religious 
teaching 


Comment [t2]: Good reference to an 
important source of authority, but fails to 
explain HOW Jesus showed agape. 
Reference to a miracle or specific teaching 
related to Human Rights would have been 
good to see; 'Whatever you did for the 
least of my brothers...' is a key teaching 
that relates well to human rights. 


Comment [t3]: Need to link agape to 
human rights in a more explicit way. 


Comment [t4]: Good reference to a 
source of authority 


Comment [t5]: Demonstrating different 
viewpoints here. 


Comment [t6]: Which human rights 
should be removed? Little more detail 
needed here. 


Comment [t7]: No need for 
apostrophe; Hindus is plural and 
apostrophes are never used to make a 
word plural. In the light of what you go on 
to say, it may be best to use the phrase 
'Some/many Hindus...' 


Comment [t8]: 'belief' or 'they believe'? 


Comment [t9]: Appropriate and 
accurate use of religious language 


Comment [t10]: Demonstrating 
different views here 


Comment [t11]: See comment about 
the use of the apostrophe (above - t7) 


Comment [t12]: This needs further 
explanation; how does caste affect human 
rights? 


Comment [t13]: Again, more 
explanation needed; link every point you 
make to the statement. No need for the 
apostrophe in 'dharmas' either 


Comment [t14]: Explain why some 
might say they don't deserve this and link 
this idea of freedom to choose a marriage 
partner to human rights 
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(d) (ii) ‘Everyone deserves the same Human Rights’. 
Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than 
one point of view.  
 








Describe Jewish beliefs about God (5) 


Jewish people believe that there is only one God.  It clearly says in the Shema (the declaration of 
Jewish faith): Hear O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord is one. 


Furthermore, Jewish people believe that God is omnipotent and the creator of everything, they 
believe this because in Isaiah it clearly states: "I am the Lord, and there is no one else. I form the 
light and create darkness, I make peace and create evil. I am the Lord that does all these things." 
(Is. 45:6-7).  


Explain why Moses is important in Judaism. (8) 
1. Moses is important in Judaism because God made a covenant with him. Moses was the first


in his family to believe in one God.  God made a promise to him.  God promised him that his
followers would be God’s ‘Chosen People’.  Moses is important because some Jews believe
that they are his descendants and he is the founding father of their religion.


2. Moses is important in Judaism because he was the greatest of all Jewish prophets.  He is the
greatest prophet because he received the Torah on Mount Sinai and began teaching it to the
Israelites.  He received the Ten Commandments which are the basis of Jewish faith.
Furthermore he is important because he was chosen by God to lead the Israelites out of
slavery in Egypt.












b) Describe how Tearfund helps those in need.  (5 marks)


c) Explain why Baptism is important for many Christians. (8 marks)


d) “You have to go to Church to be a Christian.”  Discuss this statement showing that you have thought about
more than one point of view.  (You must refer to religion and belief in your answer)  (15 marks)












b) Describe how Tearfund helps those in need.  (5 marks)


Tearfund help those in need by praying to God for them.  They believe that this can help because if they 
involve the whole Church in praying for them, then God will intervene in their life and help them.  
Tearfund also helps those in need by raising money for people in poverty.  Tearfund use this money to train 
volunteers, provide pumps that give access to clean water and to provide education for those in poverty.  If 
people receive a good education, they have a better chance at getting themselves a job that will get them 
out of poverty.  
Finally, Tearfund campaign to help those in poverty.  For example, they might write to Parliament to push 
the Government to introduce policies to help those in need.  This might also raise awareness of the 
problems people in poverty face and encourage more volunteers to help.  


c) Explain why Baptism is important for many Christians. (8 marks)


One reason that Baptism is important for Christians is because it helps people to remove the original sin that 
they were born with.  When we are cleansed with holy water, the Priest washes away this sin that has been 
left with us as a result of Adam and Eve’s actions.  
Another reason that it is important is because Jesus said ‘I say to you, except a man be born of water 
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.’   This means that Baptism is important 
because you have to have been baptised to enter Heaven and Christians will want to spend eternity 
with God.  
Baptism is also important to Christians because it is a way of welcoming a child into the Church.  
This is important because it means that the child has the best possible start to life because the 
Godparents make promises to guide the child in the way of Christ and to reject the devil.  It gives 
the child a solid foundation for making the right decisions in their life.  
Finally, it is important to Christians because Jesus was Baptised himself in the River Jordan by John 
the Baptist.  As Jesus was the perfect human being, Christians would want to follow in his footsteps 
and get baptised themselves.  When Jesus was baptised, the Holy Spirit descended on him, so 
Christians would also ask the Holy Spirit to be present with them to bless and guide them through 
life.  


d) “You have to go to Church to be a Christian.”  Discuss this statement showing that you have thought about
more than one point of view.  (You must refer to religion and belief in your answer)  (15 marks)


1. I disagree that you have to go to Church to be a Christian because Jesus said ‘The Lord is near to all who
call on him.”  This implies that wherever you are, if you ask God to be with you he will, therefore there is
no need for you to go to church to be in God’s presence.


2. Furthermore, if God is truly omnipresent, then it should not matter where we choose to worship him as
he will be with us in our worship whether in Church or at home.


3. After all, there are many people who can’t get to church due to illness or old age, and it would be very
unfair to say that they were no longer a Christian just because they were unable to attend church. In
fact, many of these sacraments can be performed at home or even in hospitals if people are too ill to
receive communion or to be baptised.


4. .  Jesus said the two most important commandments were to ‘love the Lord your God’ and to ‘Love your
neighbour as you love yourself.’ Going to a building is not what makes you a Christian, but practising love
for God and for each other.  This can be done anywhere hence why you don’t need to go to Church to be
a Christian.







 
1. On the other hand, some people would argue that you to have to go to church to be a Christian because 


the church is more than just a building, it is the ‘body of Christ’ and Christians make up the body with 
Christ as the head.  This means that the Church is there to do God’s work in the community, so without 
going to church, we cannot be a part of the community that is there to carry out God’s work.   


2. Moreover, the Church provides guidance on how to live.  In order to be a Christian, we need to know 
how to live our lives in a Christian way according to God’s will.  Whilst the Bible can help, at church the 
vicar interprets the Bible for modern society making it more accessible for people to follow today.  


3. Finally, some people may say that you do have to go to Church to be a Christian because Church is the 
best place to worship God. This is because it is where certain sacraments take place such as baptism and 
the Eucharist.  It is important for Christians to go to church for these because baptism is all about being 
accepted as a Christian and stating that you are going to be brought up in the Christian faith.  Therefore, 
how can you be a Christian if you haven’t been to Church and been baptised? 
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Describe Jewish beliefs about God (5) 


Jewish people believe that there is only one God.  It clearly says in the Shema (the declaration of 
Jewish faith): Hear O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord is one. 


Furthermore, Jewish people believe that God is omnipotent and the creator of everything, they 
believe this because in Isaiah it clearly states: "I am the Lord, and there is no one else. I form the 
light and create darkness, I make peace and create evil. I am the Lord that does all these things." 
(Is. 45:6-7).  


Mark: 4 or 5  


What do pupils need to do to achieve full marks? 


 


Explain why Moses is important in Judaism. (8) 
1. Moses is important in Judaism because God made a covenant with him. Moses was the first 


in his family to believe in one God.  God made a promise to him.  God promised him that his 
followers would be God’s ‘Chosen People’.  Moses is important because some Jews believe 
that they are his descendants and he is the founding father of their religion. 


 


Mark: 2  


 


2. Moses is important in Judaism because he was the greatest of all Jewish prophets.  He is the 
greatest prophet because he received the Torah on Mount Sinai and began teaching it to the 
Israelites.  He received the Ten Commandments which are the basis of Jewish faith. 
Furthermore he is important because he was chosen by God to lead the Israelites out of 
slavery in Egypt. 
 


Mark: 3  


 
What would we expect of our pupils to help them achieve full marks?   


 


Comment [W1]: Monotheism – good 
point 


Comment [W2]: Excellent use of 
specialist terms 


Comment [W3]: Excellent and relevant 
use of key teaching from a source of 
authority 


Comment [W4]: Explain this a little and 
perhaps give an example 


Comment [W5]: Excellent use of key 
teachings from sources 


Comment [W6]: No problem with this, 
but it is NOT necessary to give the source 
references 


Comment [W7]: Candidate might have 
also added that God should not be 
depicted and even his name is considered 
sacred 


Comment [W8]: This actually sounds 
like a response to a question about 
Abraham rather than Moses. Abraham is 
considered the 'founding Father' of 
Judaism 


Comment [W9]: It  lacks detail ; explain 
'Covenant' –  the promises made, Burning 
Bush, Exodus from Egypt, receiving the Ten 
Commandments, Law-giver, Torah, 
Promised Land. 


Comment [W10]: Taken TOGETHER 
these two responses are excellent and 
would gain 8 marks. 


Comment [W11]: See comment above 
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b)  Describe how Tearfund helps those in need.  (5 marks)


Tearfund help those in need by praying to God for them.  They believe that this can help because if they 
involve the whole Church in praying for them, then God will intervene in their life and help them.  
Tearfund also helps those in need by raising money for people in poverty.  Tearfund use this money to train 
volunteers, provide pumps that give access to clean water and to provide education for those in poverty.  If 
people receive a good education, they have a better chance at getting themselves a job that will get them 
out of poverty.  
Finally, Tearfund campaign to help those in poverty.  For example, they might write to Parliament to push 
the Government to introduce policies to help those in need.  This might also raise awareness of the 
problems people in poverty face and encourage more volunteers to help.  


c) Explain why Baptism is important for many Christians. (8 marks)


One reason that Baptism is important for Christians is because it helps people to remove the original sin that 
they were born with.  When we are cleansed with holy water, the Priest washes away this sin that has been 
left with us as a result of Adam and Eve’s actions.  
Another reason that it is important is because Jesus said ‘I say to you, except a man be born of water 
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.’   This means that Baptism is important 
because you have to have been baptised to enter Heaven and Christians will want to spend eternity 
with God.  
Baptism is also important to Christians because it is a way of welcoming a child into the Church.  
This is important because it means that the child has the best possible start to life because the 
Godparents make promises to guide the child in the way of Christ and to reject the devil.  It gives 
the child a solid foundation for making the right decisions in their life.  
Finally, it is important to Christians because Jesus was Baptised himself in the River Jordan by John 
the Baptist.  As Jesus was the perfect human being, Christians would want to follow in his footsteps 
and get baptised themselves.  When Jesus was baptised, the Holy Spirit descended on him, so 
Christians would also ask the Holy Spirit to be present with them to bless and guide them through 
life.  


d) “You have to go to Church to be a Christian.”  Discuss this statement showing that you have thought about 
more than one point of view.  (You must refer to religion and belief in your answer)  (15 marks) 


1. I disagree that you have to go to Church to be a Christian because Jesus said ‘The Lord is near to all who 
call on him.”  This implies that wherever you are, if you ask God to be with you he will, therefore there is
no need for you to go to church to be in God’s presence. 


2. Furthermore, if God is truly omnipresent, then it should not matter where we choose to worship him as
he will be with us in our worship whether in Church or at home.


3. After all, there are many people who can’t get to church due to illness or old age, and it would be very
unfair to say that they were no longer a Christian just because they were unable to attend church. In
fact, many of these sacraments can be performed at home or even in hospitals if people are too ill to
receive communion or to be baptised.


4. .  Jesus said the two most important commandments were to ‘love the Lord your God’ and to ‘Love your
neighbour as you love yourself.’ Going to a building is not what makes you a Christian, but practising love
for God and for each other.  This can be done anywhere hence why you don’t need to go to Church to be
a Christian. 


Comment [W2]: Secure response 
showing an excellent understanding of how 
religion influences action. Excellent 
understanding of religious ideas and 
practices - 5 marks 


Comment [W3]: Excellent 
understanding of religious ideas. Uses a 
range of specialist language and sources of 
authority. Excellent understanding of how 
belief influences practice - 7 marks.  
Possible extra content might have 
mentioned that baptism became important 
for the early Church and the idea that for 
many Christians baptism is a sacrament. 


Comment [W4]: (I have numbered the 
points just to better explain the sections I 
am referring to) A very secure response 
showing a great deal of understanding of 
religious ideas. Excellent use of religious 
language and sources. 13 marks 
To make for a more integrated discursive 
style, you might encourage students to 
evaluate as they go along; 2 could be the 
evaluative statement for 1: '...no need for 
you to go to church to be in God's 
presence. This is a strong point because if 
God is truly omnipresent then it should not 
matter.....' I think it provides evidence of 
solid 'analysis and evaluation' and 
'formulating judgement' and will better 
prepare them for further study. 


Comment [W5]: Indeed, when Jesus 
taught his Disciples The Lord's Prayer, he 
told them to go and close the door and 
pray alone. 


Comment [W6]: This is a valid point 
because Jesus said the two most important 
commandments.....' 







 
1. On the other hand, some people would argue that you to have to go to church to be a Christian because 


the church is more than just a building, it is the ‘body of Christ’ and Christians make up the body with 
Christ as the head.  This means that the Church is there to do God’s work in the community, so without 
going to church, we cannot be a part of the community that is there to carry out God’s work.   


2. Moreover, the Church provides guidance on how to live.  In order to be a Christian, we need to know 
how to live our lives in a Christian way according to God’s will.  Whilst the Bible can help, at church the 
vicar interprets the Bible for modern society making it more accessible for people to follow today.  


3. Finally, some people may say that you do have to go to Church to be a Christian because Church is the 
best place to worship God. This is because it is where certain sacraments take place such as baptism and 
the Eucharist.  It is important for Christians to go to church for these because baptism is all about being 
accepted as a Christian and stating that you are going to be brought up in the Christian faith.  Therefore, 
how can you be a Christian if you haven’t been to Church and been baptised? 


 


Comment [W7]: This is an important 
argument because the church is there to 
do God's work in the community.....' 


Comment [W8]: In fact, Jesus himself 
did teach that 'where two or more are 
gathered in my name, I am there with 
them.' As Jesus is the source of authority 
for Christians, it seems reasonable to 
follow his teachings and meet as a 
community. 


Comment [W9]: This is significant in 
that there are certain moral and social 
issues that the Bible teaches nothing 
about, so the guidance from the Priest or 
Minister is important. 












Describe Jewish beliefs about God (5) 


Explain why Moses is important in Judaism. (8) 
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(d) “Sex outside marriage is always wrong.”  AO2 [15 + 6] 
Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than 
one point of view.  
(You must refer to religion and belief in your answer).  
 
Marks for spelling, punctuation and the accurate use of grammar are 
allocated to this question  
 
Refer to the relevant band descriptors in these marking guidelines. 
Candidates could include some or all of the following, but other relevant 
points should be credited. 


 
● Fidelity within marriage is valued 
● Marriage vows promise sexual faithfulness 
● Sex should be part of a committed marital relationship 
● Pre-marital sex is prohibited by a number of religious traditions 
● Adultery is condemned by a number of religious traditions 
● Extra-marital sex undermines the status of marriage 
● Sex outside marriage may lead to unwanted pregnancies 
● Some people are divorced and may not be allowed to remarry 
● Society has changed; sex outside of marriage is socially acceptable 
● Some religious traditions, such as more liberal groups within the Anglican 


Church, allow sex outside marriage if the relationship is stable and the 
couple intend to marry. However, more conservative or evangelical 
groups within the Anglican Church may not approve of this 


● Some people do not want to marry for different reasons, e.g. cost 
● Those who hold non-religious beliefs would argue that sex does not have 


to be confined within marriage in order to show enjoyment, love or 
commitment. Sex outside marriage can be just as meaningful 


 They might also argue though that hurting people or behaving 
disrespectfully or dishonestly or being irresponsible are not right and sex 
that leads to these is, therefore, to be avoided 
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Assessment of spelling, punctuation and the accurate use of grammar. 
 


Band Performance descriptions 


High 
performance 


 
5 – 6 marks 


 Learners spell and punctuate with consistent accuracy 


 Learners use rules of grammar with effective control of meaning overall 
 


Intermediate 
performance 


 
3 – 4 marks 


 Learners spell and punctuate with considerable accuracy 


 Learners use rules of grammar with general control of meaning overall 
 


Threshold 
performance 


 
1 – 2 marks 


 Learners spell and punctuate with reasonable accuracy 


 Learners use rules of grammar with some control of meaning and any 
errors do not significantly hinder meaning overall  
 


0  The learner writes nothing 


 The learner’s response does not relate to the question 


 The learner’s achievement in SPaG does not reach the threshold 
performance Band, for example errors in spelling, punctuation and 
grammar severely hinder meaning 


 
 
 
 
  












Sticky Note

Use of sources of authority with Biblical reference



Sticky Note

Reference to Ten Commandments



Sticky Note

Reference to Christian wedding vows



Sticky Note

Reference to St Thomas Aquinas as a source of authority



Sticky Note

Reference to an alternative viewpoint showing diversity within a religious tradition.



Sticky Note

Slightly off the point. 



Sticky Note

SPaG mark awarded is 6.This is a very well written example achieving the highest SPaG mark. In terms of spelling and grammar it is an excellent response.



Sticky Note

Candidate formulates a judgement here and justifies it.







Sticky Note

Humanist and atheist viewpoints



Sticky Note

The candidate correctly interprets the question to refer to both adultery and pre-marital sex. 



Sticky Note

A very good discussion with a conclusion expressing a personal viewpoint that links well with a religious viewpoint



Sticky Note

This candidate's response is in Band 5.It is an excellent, detailed response and the discussion correctly identifies the scope of the statement. There are different viewpoints, including diversity within the religious tradition named. Sources of authority are used extensively and accurately. It exceeds expectations for a Band 5 response.Band 5: 15 marks



Sticky Note

Candidate formulates a judgement here. and justifies it.



Sticky Note

Reaches a judgement, but might have added the justification; e.g. '...are valid because they are held by millions of people, but I would..........'
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 (d) “Sex outside marriage is always wrong.”   [15 + 3] 
Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one 
point of view. 


 (You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.) 
 


Marks for spelling, punctuation and the accurate use of grammar and 
specialist terminology are allocated to this question.  


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………
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…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………
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…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………
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…………………………………………………………………………………………
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4.  Issues of Human Rights 
 
 (a) Giving one example, state what is meant by ‘discrimination’. AO1 [2] 


 


Give one mark to candidates who provide an account limited in scope or 
content. Give two marks to candidates who make an accurate and 
appropriate account of the concept. 
 
Credit valid alternatives. 
 
Candidates could include one of the following but other relevant points should 
be included. 
 
● Making a distinction based on something other than individual merit 


 Acting on prejudice by treating a person or a group of people, badly  
● Examples could include gender, sexual orientation, race, disability, age 
 


(b) Describe one example of when personal religious conviction has 
conflicted with the laws of a country. AO1 [5] 


 


 Candidates may make reference to any example when religious 
conviction has conflicted with civil law.  


 Examples may include legal conflict over items of clothing: hijab, niqab, 
turban etc., or items such as cross, kara, kirpan etc. 


 Give credit for examples that make reference to conflict over freedom of 
artistic expression,  


 The freedom to protest,  
Credit examples where religious conviction has led to accusations of 
prejudice and discrimination 


(c) Explain from two different religions or two religious traditions, attitudes 
to gaining and using wealth. AO1 [8] 
 
Candidates could include some or all of the following, but other relevant 
points should be credited. 


 
Christianity 


 
● Sacred texts and sources of wisdom, e.g. The Tenth Commandment 


makes it clear that people should be content with what they have (Exodus 
20:17) 


● Jesus told his followers that being wealthy is not easy (Luke 18:25) 
● Jesus taught that people should use their wealth unselfishly, to look after 


one another (Matthew 25:35-36) 
● Christians must make sure that they earn their living an honest way that 


does not hurt other people 
● Charity is the greatest of the three theological virtues 
● Charity has two parts: love of God and love of man, which includes both 


love of one's neighbour and one's self e.g. 1 Cor. 13 
● Contemporary practices, e.g. work of Christian Aid, CAFOD 
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Buddhism 
 


 Suffering comes through desire and attachment (dukkha and anatta) 


 Reference to Middle Path; avoiding extremes of austerity and 
extravagance 


 Teachings from Buddha on acquiring and using wealth  


 Wealth cannot bring true inner happiness and stop suffering/problems 


 It is not vital, kindness, love and inner happiness are vital 


 Even having all you desire, you will still suffer and be dissatisfied   
● Good karma comes through acts of kindness 


 Work of Buddhist charities 
 


Hinduism 
 


● Dharma (duty) encourages married Hindus to work hard and earn money.  
In this way they can support themselves and their family 


● Artha is about gaining wealth by honest and lawful means 
● Money is seen as necessary but it should not be seen as the most 


important thing 


 Charity is an important duty for married Hindus 
● Scripture obliges the householder to step outside the front door before 


each meal and to announce three times "Is anyone hungry? Please come 
to take your meal!" Only then would the family eat, with or without guests 


● Other acts of charity include giving alms and clothing, and ritually feeding 
the poor, holy people and animals 


● Work of Sewa International 
 
Islam 


 
● How wealth is used and spent is a test from Allah 
● The fact that one of the five Pillars of Islam (zakat) is about giving money to 


the poor reminds us that everything we have belongs to God. People are 
given their wealth as a trust from God and spending it the right way, with the 
right intentions, for the best purpose, and for the sake of God helps free us 
from the love of money 


● Wealth is blameless if it is rightfully obtained, without hurting others, i.e., 
without violence, stealing, lying and deception 


● Work of Muslim charities 
 


Judaism 
 


● The tenth commandment makes it clear that people should be content with 
what they have (Exodus 20:17) 


● Materialism is wrong (Ecclesiastes 5:10) 
● Love of money could mean that people forget about God (Deuteronomy 8: 


11-14) 
● Tzedakah: giving to the poor is not viewed as a generous, magnanimous act; 


it is simply an act of justice and righteousness, the performance of a duty, 
giving the poor their due 


● Contemporary practices, such as Jewish National Fund 
 


 


  







GCSE RELIGIOUS STUDIES Sample Assessment Materials 42 


© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 


Sikhism 
 
● Sikhs believe that wealth is only acceptable if it is used for other people such 


as giving them work or food 
● Gaining of wealth should be through honest and hard work 
● Charity is a very important part of Sikh teachings because equality and 


compassion are essential for a spiritual life. All religions and all nations must 
be helped to live a good and peaceful life. Hard work is also essential for a 
Sikh - begging or not working is lazy and selfish 


● Sewa, or service to the community (sadhsangat), is essential to the life of a 
Sikh. They should be prepared to give up some of their time and energy to 
help others 


● For a Sikh it is a privilege and a duty to provide langar (food) in the gurdwara 
(Sikh place of worship) for the whole congregation after the weekly service of 
worship 


● Work of Sikhaid International 
 


(d) 'Religions should do more to fight against racial prejudice and 
discrimination'. AO2 [15] 
Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than 
one point of view. 
(You must refer to religion and belief in your answer). 


 


 Candidates may make reference to the teachings and actions of 
individuals (such as Martin Luther King, Ghandi, Dr. Ambedkar etc.) to 
demonstrate the fact that religious people have worked for racial equality 


 Candidates may make reference to religious teachings on equality to 
demonstrate the need for religious people to work for racial equality 


 Candidates may also argue that religion separates or divides people along 
racial lines and that, historically, some religions/religious groups have 
been actively or passively racist (slave trade, silence during Holocaust 
etc., Ku Klux Klan) 


 Non-religious beliefs may include the idea that religion has not/does not 
do enough to combat racial prejudice and discrimination and that religious 
teachings and ideas have often been used to justify racism, anti-Semitism 
etc.   


 
 












Sticky Note

Accurate definition given.



Sticky Note

Accurate and relevant example given.



Sticky Note

2 marks awarded to this response.



Sticky Note

Relevant example given.



Sticky Note

Excellent and explicit reference to his religious conviction.



Sticky Note

Excellent use of sources of authority - Biblical teachings to support the idea of MLK's religious convictions.



Sticky Note

Excellent description of how religious conviction influenced MLK's actions.



Sticky Note

Relevant and accurate description of the laws of the country at that time - excellent focus on the demands of the question.



Sticky Note



maddol

Sticky Note

Very good use of specialist terminology 



Sticky Note

This response would be awarded 5 marks because it fully meets the Band 3 criteria of the Question b. marking bands
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4. Issues of Human Rights 
 


(a) Giving one example, state what is meant by ‘discrimination’? [2] 


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


………………………………………………………………………………………… 


 


(b) Describe one example of when personal religious conviction has conflicted 
with the laws of a country.    [5] 


....………………………………………………………………………………………


……………..…………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………
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………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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2. (a) What is ‘free will’? [2] 
 
Give one mark to candidates who provide an account limited in scope or 
content. Give two marks to candidates who make an accurate and 
appropriate account of the concept. 
 
Credit valid alternatives. 
 
Candidates could include one of the following but other relevant points should 
be included. 
 
● The ability to act on one’s own discretion especially in terms of morality 


 The gift of God to humanity that separates them from the rest of the 
animal world  


 
(b) Describe the difference between moral evil and natural evil. AO1 [5] 


 
Refer to the relevant band descriptors in these marking guidelines. 
Candidates could include some or all of the following but other relevant points 
should be credited. 


 
● natural evil - suffering caused by events that have nothing to do with 


humans, and which are to do with the way the world is, eg, natural 
disasters such as volcanic eruptions, floods or earthquakes 


 moral (or human) evil - suffering caused by humans acting in a way that is 
considered morally wrong eg, bullying, murder, rape, theft or terrorism 


 Human evil and natural evil can often work together, with human evil 
making natural evil worse – or better! For example, the suffering caused 
by an earthquake or floods can be made worse by people looting 


 
(c) Explain from two different religions/religious traditions whether or not 


Jesus may be considered the source for moral authority. AO1 [5] 
 
Refer to the relevant band descriptors in these marking guidelines. 
Candidates could include some or all of the following, but other relevant 
points should be credited. 


 


 Jesus is considered by Christians to be the final revelation of God to 
humanity  


 Jesus described himself as the Way, the Truth and the Life and taught his 
followers some moral precepts 


 Jesus’ teaching is followed by many, including those who do not believe 
he is the Son of God 


 Other religious traditions should be exemplified to gain the higher levels, 
including the idea that, for some Christians, conscience is a more 
important moral authority 


 Some Christians believe that Jesus' moral teachings must be interpreted 
to suit contemporary society and individual circumstances. 


 Some Christians believe that Church teaching has moral authority, 
especially about issues that Jesus did not teach anything about 


 Jewish ideas that Jesus was not a prophet or God incarnate or Messiah 
and so not the source of moral authority. Many Jews would see the Torah 
and Talmud as sources of moral authority as well as conscience 


 
  












Sticky Note

Excellent description of the key ideas with accurate examples given



Sticky Note

Excellent understanding of the concept with accurate examples given.



Sticky Note

Excellent use of specialist religious language. Proceeds to demonstrate how these ideas impact on religious people.



Sticky Note

Excellent understanding of how belief influences individuals and communities.



Sticky Note

Candidate might have made reference here to a source of authority such as Irenaeus and/or John Hick. However, the focus of the question is quite narrow (with no explicit requirement for theodicies to be considered) and the candidate has answered the question set.  



Sticky Note

The response would be awarded 5 marks. The demands of the question are quite limited, so even if the candidate had ended the response at the first paragraph, it still would have been credited 5 marks.
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2. Good and Evil 
 


(a) What is free will? [2] 


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


………………………………………………………………………………………… 


(b) Describe the difference between moral evil and natural evil. [5] 


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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(d) (i) “The only authority we should follow is our own conscience.” 
  Discuss the statement showing that you have considered more 
  than one point of view.  AO2 [15] 


(You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.) 
 
Refer to the relevant band descriptors in these marking guidelines. 
Candidates could include some or all of the following, but other 
relevant points should be credited. 


 
● Conscience is the final arbiter in decision-making  


 People should take responsibility for their own decisions and 
actions and not rely on an outside authority  


 All moral choices are ‘relative’: there is no objective rights or 
wrongs 


● Conscience has to be ‘informed’ for example, through religious 
teachings 


 There are other sources of authority within Christianity, for 
example, biblical authority and Church teaching  


 There are fundamental objective and absolute rights and wrongs 
 


 (ii) “The existence of suffering proves there is no God” AO2 [15] 
Discuss the statement showing that you have considered more 
than one point of view.  
(You must refer to religion and belief in your answer). 
 
Refer to the relevant band descriptors in these marking guidelines. 
Candidates could include some or all of the following, but other 
relevant points should be credited. 
 
● Reference to belief in Free Will and The Fall (original sin) 
● For some this is an argument that God does not exist-especially if 


God is supposed to be omnipotent and omniscient and all-loving 
● Suffering can bring benefits e.g. resilience (Irenaean/Hick 


philosophical argument 
● Some people suffer (e.g. fast) to experience the suffering of others 


and create a shared humanity 
● God is too great for humans to understand why there may be 


suffering  
● References to the lessons learnt in scriptures, e.g. Job and Jesus 
● References to the role of suffering by sources of authority e.g. the 


vicarious suffering of Jesus; the suffering of the Buddha leading to 
the principle of the Middle Way 


 
 












Sticky Note

Reference to beliefs



Sticky Note

Excellent use of specialist religious language



Sticky Note

Adheres to the demands of the question very well. Excellent analysis of the key issues.



Sticky Note

Excellent analysis of the different types of evil and relevant, accurate examples given.



Sticky Note

Allusion to philosophical arguments (such as the Free Will Defence) given here.



Sticky Note

Candidate has formulated judgements and explained reasons for reaching these conclusions.



Sticky Note

Alternative/opposing arguments given.



Sticky Note

Candidate has formulated judgement following analysis of the ideas, and explains why these conclusions have been reached.



Sticky Note

Excellent and accurate reference to a key source of authority.



Sticky Note

Excellent understanding of how belief influences individuals and communities.







Sticky Note

Accurate use of key religious ideas and reference to specific beliefs



Sticky Note

Candidate has formulated judgements and explains the reasons for reaching these conclusions.



Sticky Note

Excellent reference to specific beliefs



Sticky Note

Personal response given but linked to specific beliefs.



Sticky Note

An excellent response; Band 5 criteria of the marking bands for d. questions has been met and exceeded. This response would be awarded 15 marks.



Sticky Note

Excellent way of bringing the response back to the original statement.











