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2. (a) What is ‘free will’? [2] 


Give one mark to candidates who provide an account limited in scope or 
content. Give two marks to candidates who make an accurate and 
appropriate account of the concept. 


Credit valid alternatives. 


Candidates could include one of the following but other relevant points should 
be included. 


● The ability to act on one’s own discretion especially in terms of morality


 The gift of God to humanity that separates them from the rest of the
animal world


(b) Describe the difference between moral evil and natural evil. AO1 [5] 


Refer to the relevant band descriptors in these marking guidelines. 
Candidates could include some or all of the following but other relevant points 
should be credited. 


● natural evil - suffering caused by events that have nothing to do with
humans, and which are to do with the way the world is, eg, natural
disasters such as volcanic eruptions, floods or earthquakes


 moral (or human) evil - suffering caused by humans acting in a way that is
considered morally wrong eg, bullying, murder, rape, theft or terrorism


 Human evil and natural evil can often work together, with human evil
making natural evil worse – or better! For example, the suffering caused
by an earthquake or floods can be made worse by people looting












Sticky Note

A well developed definition of the term.This would be awarded 2 marks.












Sticky Note

Excellent description of the key ideas with accurate examples given



Sticky Note

Excellent understanding of the concept with accurate examples given.



Sticky Note

Excellent use of specialist religious language. Proceeds to demonstrate how these ideas impact on religious people.



Sticky Note

Excellent understanding of how belief influences individuals and communities.



Sticky Note

Candidate might have made reference here to a source of authority such as Irenaeus and/or John Hick. However, the focus of the question is quite narrow (with no explicit requirement for theodicies to be considered) and the candidate has answered the question set.  



Sticky Note

The response would be awarded 5 marks. The demands of the question are quite limited, so even if the candidate had ended the response at the first paragraph, it still would have been credited 5 marks.
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2. Good and Evil 
 


(a) What is free will? [2] 


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


………………………………………………………………………………………… 


(b) Describe the difference between moral evil and natural evil. [5] 


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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2. (c) Explain from two different religions/religious traditions whether or not 
Jesus may be considered the source for moral authority. AO1 [5] 


Refer to the relevant band descriptors in these marking guidelines. 
Candidates could include some or all of the following, but other relevant 
points should be credited. 


 Jesus is considered by Christians to be the final revelation of God to
humanity


 Jesus described himself as the Way, the Truth and the Life and taught his
followers some moral precepts


 Jesus’ teaching is followed by many, including those who do not believe
he is the Son of God


 Other religious traditions should be exemplified to gain the higher levels,
including the idea that, for some Christians, conscience is a more
important moral authority


 Some Christians believe that Jesus' moral teachings must be interpreted
to suit contemporary society and individual circumstances.


 Some Christians believe that Church teaching has moral authority,
especially about issues that Jesus did not teach anything about


 Jewish ideas that Jesus was not a prophet or God incarnate or Messiah
and so not the source of moral authority. Many Jews would see the Torah
and Talmud as sources of moral authority as well as conscience












Sticky Note

Immediate focus on the demands of the statement



Sticky Note

Excellent, highly detailed explanation and understanding of these religious ideas.



Sticky Note

Excellent use of specialist language



Sticky Note

Excellent, accurate and relevant reference to sources of wisdom and authority



Sticky Note

Excellent understanding of this religious idea and linked very well to the demands of the task.



Sticky Note

Excellent, highly detailed understanding of the diversity of these ideas within Christianity



Sticky Note

Excellent understanding of key ideas and use of specialist language



Sticky Note

Excellent reference to an important source of authority



Sticky Note

Accurate and appropriate use of specialist language



Sticky Note

This response has been awarded 8 marks. It satisfies all of the criteria of Band 4 of the b. question marking band.It demonstrates a very sound understanding of religious ideas, specialist language and sources of authority and is very clearly and thoroughly explained.



Sticky Note

Excellent understanding of how belief influences individuals and communities.



Sticky Note

Excellent understanding of the influence of religious beliefs.












Sticky Note

The diversity is taken from another religious tradition rather than from within Christianity. Any valid, accurate, diverse, religious explanation will be credited. Do NOT use non-religious beliefs here because the question explicitly requires responses from religion.



Sticky Note

Excellent explanation closely linked to the the qu.



Sticky Note

Excellent use of specialist language and reference to sources of wisdom and authority



Sticky Note

Another point of diversity which also explains the impact of belief on practice.



Sticky Note

Despite the fact that the response pertaining to Judaism is less well developed than that from the Christian perspective, taken as a whole response, it satisfies all of the criteria of Band 4 of the c. question marking bands and would be awarded 8 marks.
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(c) Explain from two different religions/religious traditions whether or not 
Jesus may be considered the source for moral authority.      [8] 


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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(d) (i) “The only authority we should follow is our own conscience.” 
  Discuss the statement showing that you have considered more 
  than one point of view.  AO2 [15] 


(You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.) 
 
Refer to the relevant band descriptors in these marking guidelines. 
Candidates could include some or all of the following, but other 
relevant points should be credited. 


 
● Conscience is the final arbiter in decision-making  


 People should take responsibility for their own decisions and 
actions and not rely on an outside authority  


 All moral choices are ‘relative’: there is no objective rights or 
wrongs 


● Conscience has to be ‘informed’ for example, through religious 
teachings 


 There are other sources of authority within Christianity, for 
example, biblical authority and Church teaching  


 There are fundamental objective and absolute rights and wrongs 
 


 (ii) “The existence of suffering proves there is no God” AO2 [15] 
Discuss the statement showing that you have considered more 
than one point of view.  
(You must refer to religion and belief in your answer). 
 
Refer to the relevant band descriptors in these marking guidelines. 
Candidates could include some or all of the following, but other 
relevant points should be credited. 
 
● Reference to belief in Free Will and The Fall (original sin) 
● For some this is an argument that God does not exist-especially if 


God is supposed to be omnipotent and omniscient and all-loving 
● Suffering can bring benefits e.g. resilience (Irenaean/Hick 


philosophical argument 
● Some people suffer (e.g. fast) to experience the suffering of others 


and create a shared humanity 
● God is too great for humans to understand why there may be 


suffering  
● References to the lessons learnt in scriptures, e.g. Job and Jesus 
● References to the role of suffering by sources of authority e.g. the 


vicarious suffering of Jesus; the suffering of the Buddha leading to 
the principle of the Middle Way 


 
 












Sticky Note

The candidate has linked their own view with a non-religious belief



Sticky Note

Religious belief considered here



Sticky Note

Reasoned judgement formulated here



Sticky Note

Another viewpoint given here. It is not a contrasting view, but a different view - NB: the marking bands allow for both.



Sticky Note

The example supports the point well



Sticky Note

Another reasoned judgement reached here



Sticky Note

Another reasoned judgement reached here



Sticky Note

Source of authority given here



Sticky Note

Another reasoned judgement arrived at



Sticky Note

Moral reasoning given here



Sticky Note

Moral reasoning given here



Sticky Note

Moral reasoning given here



Sticky Note

Subject specific language



Sticky Note

Subject specific language







Sticky Note

Lines do not have to be filled to reach the higher levels; quality is always more important than quantity.



Sticky Note

This exceeds expectations for Band 5 and would be awarded 15 marks












Sticky Note

Relevant use of sources of wisdom and authority



Sticky Note

Reference to religious belief and teaching



Sticky Note

Candidate has formulated a judgement and justified it.



Sticky Note

Good connective to continue the response by using a different viewpoint.



Sticky Note

Candidate offers an alternative viewpoint (note that the marking bands allow credit for 'alternative OR different viewpoints' - this candidate has offered both). 



Sticky Note

Moral reasoning given here.



Sticky Note

Candidate has formulated a judgment here and justifies it.



Sticky Note

Accurate reference to religious beliefs and teachings



Sticky Note

Accurate use of religious language.



Sticky Note

Moral reasoning given here



Sticky Note

Candidate formulates a judgement and justifies it.



Sticky Note

Excellent understanding of how belief influences individuals and communities.



Sticky Note

Excellent understanding of how belief influences individuals and communities



Sticky Note

Shows detailed knowledge of other types of authority







Sticky Note

No need for candidates to fill the space in order to reach the highest levels.



Sticky Note

A level 5 response; it hits (and exceeds)all the criteria of the marking band.












Sticky Note

Reference to religious beliefs and teachings



Sticky Note

Effective and accurate use of sources of wisdom and authority, use of specialist language and religious ideas.



Sticky Note

Candidate has formulated judgements and justified it.



Sticky Note

Effective way of continuing, giving a different viewpoint



Sticky Note

Detailed knowledge shown here



Sticky Note

Good focus on answering the statement.



Sticky Note

Alternative viewpoints provided



Sticky Note

Influence on individuals, communities and societies explained



Sticky Note

Clear and relevant example provided 



Sticky Note

Candidate has formulated a judgement and justified it.



Sticky Note

Candidate has formulated a judgement and justified it.



Sticky Note

Effective way of onnecting ideas but also adding another viewpoint.



Sticky Note

Candidate has formulated a judgement here and justified it.







Sticky Note

There is no requirement to fill the lines in order to achieve the highest level



Sticky Note

This more than satisfies all of the Level/Band 5 criteria.
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(d)   (i) “The only authority we should follow is our own conscience.”  
Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than 
one point of view.  [15] 
(You must refer to religion and belief in your answer).  


……….….……………………………………………………………………………


……….….……………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


……….….……………………………………………………………………………


……….….……………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


……….….……………………………………………………………………………


……….….……………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


……….….……………………………………………………………………………


……….….……………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………


………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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