St Cenydd Comprehensive School                         Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-1945           


Title: 


The Invasion of the Ruhr and Hyperinflation
Aims and Objectives:
To discover how the invasion of the Ruhr affected the Weimar Republic

Resources:
1. PowerPoint – Introduction to Hyperinflation
This presentation introduces pupils to the concepts of inflation and hyperinflation using banknotes from the 
1919-23 period.
2. Powerpoint – The Causes of Hyperinflation
This presentation is based upon the ‘Invasion of the Ruhr’. It is based upon an analysis of two posters (two interpretations of the event) from the time.
3. Powerpoint – The Consequences of Hyperinflation
Leading on from the ‘Causes’ Powerpoint, this includes sources for analysis as well as providing spider diagrams and tables that allow for more pupil-pupil and whole class interaction.
4. Powerpoint – Optional Task Sheets
5. Worksheets - ‘The Ruhr and Hyperinflation’
This includes information, questions and sources.
ISM:
Introduction - Students will be shown an inflation table and German banknotes from the period.
Causes – Pupils will analyse posters from the period.
Consequences – First hand accounts from the period 
Activity One:
Using the Introduction to Hyperinflation PowerPoint pupils will be asked to work out the value of German banknotes using the inflation table and a German number/phrase table. The questions ask the pupils to consider why the value of money is decreasing over time – what could have caused such rapid inflation (hyperinflation). This leads pupils onto Powerpoint 2 and the Worksheet.  

Activity Two:
Using the Causes – the Ruhr Powerpoint pupils should be allowed to choose which areas of the posters displayed they wish to look at in more detail. As they tour the visual material they should gain information regarding the meaning behind the posters, which in turn should give them an understanding of the implications behind the French and Belgian invasion in 1923. The source sheets included within the Powerpoint ask pupils to consider what they see – this 

should then help them to answer the central questions posed. Pupils will also be asked to consider why the posters are different with regards to their interpretation of the event. 

                                        Once the analysis of the posters is complete pupils should move on to complete the questions set on the first few pages of the worksheets.

Activity Three:      
Students now need to use the ‘Consequences’ Powerpoint 
                                        in conjunction with the rest of the remainder of the 
                                         worksheet to examine the effects of hyperinflation – who 
                                         was affected and how? 

                                        The Powerpoint provides the opportunity for pupils to 
                                         approach the board and highlight key areas of the source 
                                         for consideration, as well as providing the opportunity for 
                                         class discussion to complete prepared spider diagrams and 
                                         tables. The worksheet mirrors the Powerpoint but adds 
                                         more detail – including how Hyperinflation was finally 
                                         brought under control.
Plenary:                   Class discussion used to complete spider diagram recapping upon main effects of hyperinflation

Possible homework:
Exam style questions and recap tasks have been provided, as have internet site addresses where further research can be carried out.
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