Johnny Owen (1956-1980) 

Boxer, who died for his sport
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Johnny Owen was born in Merthyr Tydfil on the Gelli-deg estate. His nickname was the Matchstick Man, because he was so thin. Boxing ran in the family, and Johnny first began boxing when he was eight.
He won 106 fights out of 124 as an amateur. He also represented Wales 17 times as and amateur and won 15 fights.

He turned professional in 1976 and his record was 25 victories, one draw and two defeats. He won the Welsh Bantamweight title in his sixth professional fight.

The final defeat resulted in his death in America when he was fighting for the WBC World Bantamweight title.

He won the Commonwealth title in November 1978, beating an Australian, Paul Ferreri.

By 1998, Owen held the Welsh, British, Commonwealth and European titles. He was set for the World Title against the Mexican, Lupe Pintor in September 1980. This took place in America.

He was doing well until the ninth round, and then was knocked down. After that, the heat and the damage seemed to be weakening him. He was knocked down in the twelfth round, got up and was knocked out by another blow to the head. He never recovered and died two months later in Los Angeles

Johnny Owen is still remembered with affection by people in Wales and a statue to him has been erected in Merthyr.

