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 Research Methods in Sociology
Key concepts checklist:

When designing a research project of any kind you need to ask yourself a number of questions. These should be framed in the technical language of sociology. You can check what these are by looking at the WJEC specification.
What are your aims?

Would your piece of research be qualitative or quantitative? Why?

How would you operationalise your key concepts?

How would you choose a study group or sample frame? Why?

Would your research be longitudinal (follow people over a period of time) or would it be designed to cover a short period of time? Why?

What ethical problems might you experience with your topic?

What particular methodology would you use? (Experiments, observations, questionnaires, interview) What benefits and problems are to be expected from the chosen methods? Why?

What procedures would you use? (Sampling, piloting, accessing a population)

How could you avoid biasing your results and ensure that you have maintained objectivity?

What secondary data would be available to you? What problems might you have with secondary data on the chosen topic? Why?

What conclusions might you expect to find? Why?

What practical problems could arise as you attempt the research? (Do not forget to mention collating data and the extremely high cost of any piece of research work.) Why?

Can you evaluate your research? Consider how reliable and valid was the data that you collected? Is it representative and generalisable?
