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India is to hold talks with six of its neighbours on securing natural gas supplies to meet rising energy needs. 

Three pipeline projects will be discussed with Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Burma, Iran, Pakistan and Turkmenistan, the cabinet announced on Wednesday. 

"It will significantly enhance the oil security of the country," Oil Minister Mani Shankar Aiyar told reporters. 

India's energy demands, both in oil and gas, are expected to double by 2020 as the country's economy grows rapidly. The Indian government says natural gas imports will be needed if expected economic growth of 7-8% is to be sustained.

"Natural gas is the most economic, efficient and environment-friendly fuel."

Mr Aiyar said three pipelines are under consideration - from Iran through Pakistan, from Turkmenistan through Pakistan and Afghanistan, and from Burma through Bangladesh. 

Pakistan, Bangladesh and Afghanistan stand to reap millions of dollars in transit fees.
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