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IEMS
Intention: What is the artist’s intention?

Why was the piece of work created?

Perhaps it was created in order to convey ideas about how society lives 

Perhaps the artist is trying to tell a story or give a message about an important event such as war, terrorism or poverty?

Do you see religious or moral elements in the work? What are they?

Is the artist trying to warn us or is the work making us ask questions about controversial subjects such as sex, racism or death?

Formal elements: What visual elements are in the work?

· Colour: are the colours correct i.e. colours that should be there. What about quality of tone in the colour, what is the effect of light on the colour? How does the colour change with the strength of the light? Are the colours monochrome; black, grey and white? Are the colours similar and create harmony or do they contrast and work against one another? Do the colours change gradually, or is there a definite change between them?  Is there a symbolic element to the colour e.g. the Virgin Mary’s cloak was always blue, why is red such a powerful colour? 

· Line: the artist Paul Klee described a sketch as ‘taking a line for a walk’. What is the purpose of the line, is it to describe the outline of the shape, or to describe the texture and surface of the object? Is the line continuous without stopping or do we see definite short lines? Compare all the different types of lines in Van Gogh’s sketch of Joseph Roulin’ of 1888. What is the effect of the line, smooth for landscape or the body perhaps, and spiky sharp lines for a pineapple? 

· Tone: simply, what is the effect of light on the subject? This is usually done by shading with a pencil or charcoal. The quality of tone is when there is a change from light to dark, the lightest parts (highlights) the darkest parts and the parts between them (midtones)

· Texture:
· Form: what is the object’s 3D volume, cube, pyramid, cone, sphere? Try wrapping it tightly in paper to focus on the form, or even imagine how water would pour from the object, which way would the marks fall? Lucien Freud’s brush marks suit the human form perfectly. 

Medium: What has the artist used to create the work? What kind of work is it?

· Paint, pencil, charcoal, clay, pastel, pen, wire, fabric, papier mache, chalk pastel; camera, thread, paper, glue, resin, aluminium, steel, copper, wood, glass, buttons, waste, newspaper, cardboard, cord, watercolour, acrylic paint, oil paint, pen and ink, crayons, coloured pencils, perspex, palette knife, flat brush, fine brush, hands.

· Painting, print, sculpture, pottery, sketch, photograph, wall hanging, cushion, garment, poster, advertisement, film, installation.
Style

Does the work convey a message with an element of story or narrative?
Is the work imaginative with a surreal element?

Is the work abstract, conveying simplified specific form, shape or colour?
Is the work a portrait - what is it trying to represent? 

Is the work formless – how has the artist done this? What has happened to create forms without structure and shape?

What makes the work abstract? Is it because the line is simple, or the colours are repeated?

Is there exaggeration in the work?  Are the colours exaggerated or the shapes and forms?

Does the work convey a message with an element of a story or narrative?
Is the work imaginative with a surreal element?

Is the work abstract, conveying simplified specific form, shape or colour?

Is the work a portrait – what is it trying to represent? 

Is the work formless – how has the artist done this? What has happened to create forms without structure and shape?

What makes the work abstract? Is it that the line is simple, or the colours repeated?

Is there exaggeration in the work?  Are the colours exaggerated, or the shapes and forms?
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