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UNDERSTANDING WORKS OF ART
Worksheet: Responding in writing to works of Art 
(Notes to help you write an essay)
Paragraph 1

What does Art tell us?

· What is its title?

· What story does it tell?

· What is its message?

· What ideas does it represent?

· What are its themes?
Paragraph 2

What can I see?

· What colours has the artist used?
· What shapes and forms has the artist used?

· What lines and markings can you see?

· What is its scale?

· How do you think it was made?

· What skills do you think the artist has used to create the work? 
Paragraph 3

The context of the work (What was happening at the time?)
· When was it created?
· Where was it created?

· What else was happening in the word at the time the work was created? E.g. war, change of government, scientific discovery?
· Who were the artist’s friends?
· Who were his family? 
Paragraph 4

What do you see?
· What do you like about the work?

· What was the artist trying to say?

· Does it remind you of anything?

· What techniques can you experiment with in your own work?
Homework: Responding in writing to a Work of Art
Student Activities:

1. Answer the questions in full sentences to create specific paragraphs for the final essay. 
2. Present the written information in a creative and interesting way, using images and colours from the artist’s work. 
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