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STANDARD ENGLISH				COMMON MISCONCEPTIONS 
  							ABOUT STANDARD ENGLISH 


unified means of communication			always formal
prestige form						only used in writing
used in education					never changes
has a recognisable grammar				gives us rules we have to follow  
used in law, government and the media		allows us to judge what is right and wrong
understood by everybody				tells us how we should pronounce words
used in formal contexts 				helps us tell other language users when they 
(essays, documents, text books, political speeches) 	when they are wrong
provides us with written conventions 		can’t be spoken with a regional accent
(spelling and punctuation)
taught as a second language to non-native learners	swear words aren’t Standard English
allows us to describe how language varies
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