[image: ]APPLYING THE KEY QUESTIONS

ACTIVITY 1		LANGUAGE VARIATION IN TEXTS

Read the following extracts and identify any examples of language variation. Describe the variations using appropriate terminology and try to explain the reason for the distinctive features in each case. You may find it helpful to ask yourself the key questions. 


TEXT 1 	Edmund Spenser, The Faerie Queene (1596)
[bookmark: _GoBack]These extracts are from a long poem which is written in a deliberately archaic style to celebrate the reign of Elizabeth I. The poem is allegorical, with each of the main characters representing contemporary institutions or individuals, or abstract virtues. By using symbolism, Spenser can implicitly praise his monarch and attack what he saw as the corruption of the Catholic church.



		A Gentle Knight was pricking on the plaine,
  		   Y cladd in mightie armes and siluer shielde …	Book I, Canto I, verse 1
Eftsoones she flew vnto his fearlesse hand,
   	   And there a piteous ditty new deuiz’d …        Book III, Canto VIII, verse 12
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