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Reasons for Language Change 
Discuss the five explanations given here. Can you think of any other examples that would fit into these categories?
  	
1.	Changing attitudes to the way women are addressed: titles like Miss/Mrs are seen to 
  	distinguish unnecessarily between married and unmarried women – this does not happen 
  	with the male title Mr.
EXAMPLES
...……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………     		
2.	Changing references to food: different types of food can be identified with specific 
  	community groups and specific periods of time – the reference here is typical of a 
  	twenty-first century fast food culture rather than the more rural reference to ‘curds and 
  	whey’. 
EXAMPLES
...……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
3.	Changing attitudes to women’s capability for independent action: where traditional 
  	nursery rhymes and fairy stories tend to represent women as incapable and dependent on 
  	men for protection, modern versions often represent women as independent and clever – 
  	the submissive connotations of the dynamic verb ‘run away’ are replaced with the more 
  	aggressive and decisive connotations of the verb squashed.
EXAMPLES
...……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  


4.	Changing attitudes to children: when the poem was written, children were expected to 
  	be ‘seen and not heard’; in the modern version, Ms Muffet’s direct speech gives her a 
  	voice
EXAMPLES
...……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
5.	New forms of youth slang emerge to establish group identities
EXAMPLES
...……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
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