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ACTIVITY 2
Reasons for Language Change: Age 
Use the four categories below to do some research into child language development. Find examples to demonstrate the points made in each case. 
1.	The age of the child dictates the level of grammatical awareness 
· 12-18 months		single word utterances (often naming words)
EXAMPLES
...……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………     
· 18-24 months		two word utterances (often subject + verb, or verb + object)
EXAMPLES
...……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………     
· 2-3 years		addition of extra clause elements; clause elements used 
    			begin to show more complexity  
EXAMPLES
...……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………     
· 3-4 years		sentences become longer with clauses strung together using    
  			common conjunctions (and, cos, then, when, if, before)
EXAMPLES
...……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………     
· 4+ years		pronoun referencing begins to take account of subject and 
   			object forms; regularised irregular noun plurals and verb
   			forms begin to disappear

EXAMPLES
...……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………     
· 4½+ years		the more complex sentence connectives and subordination 
  			are acquired; control of grammar in written language 
  			continues into secondary school education    
EXAMPLES
...……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………     

2.	The age of the child dictates awareness of spelling patterns 
EXAMPLES
...……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  

3.	The physical development of the child underpins his physical control of a pencil and 
  	thus the characteristics of his handwriting 
EXAMPLES
...……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

4.	The educational level of the child controls the type of task set and the kind of response 
  	developed  
EXAMPLES
...……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………     
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