KEY QUESTIONS 
The key questions are meant to support you in your study of language variation. The most important thing to remember is that you are exploring the links between language variation and meaning. Recognising the differences is just the starting point – make sure you understand how the context, the intended audience, the content and the purpose shape the language and grammar of a text. Your aim is to discuss the relationship between these key concepts, any examples of language variation, and the meaning.
Ask yourself the following questions:
1.	Is there anything distinctive about the nouns? 
· regional, personal or social dialect? 
· archaisms?
· semantic change?
· neologisms? 
· inflections? (plural? possessive?)
· spelling?  (idiosyncrasies? archaisms? inaccuracies?)
2.	Is there anything distinctive about the adjectives? 
· regional, personal or social dialect? (intensifiers? distinctive words?)
· double comparatives/superlatives? 
· spelling? (idiosyncrasies? archaisms? inaccuracies?)
3.	Is there anything distinctive about the adverbs? 
· omission of –ly inflection?
· double comparatives/superlatives? 
· spelling? (idiosyncrasies? archaisms? inaccuracies?)
4.	Is there anything distinctive about the verbs? 
· standardisation of present tense endings?
· simplified past tense forms? 
· archaic forms? (present/past participles? 3rd person/2nd person inflections?)
· the primary auxiliary do used with no meaning?
· non-standard use of ain’t/aren’t?
· multiple or non-standard negatives? (particles? omission of auxiliary do?)
· the formation of questions? (inversion of subject/predicator? primary auxiliary do?

5. 	Is there anything distinctive about the pronouns? 
· in an unstressed position? (subject pronouns in the object site; object in the subject site? weak forms?)
· plural pronouns used for singular references?
· standardization of reflexive pronouns? 
· archaic forms? 
· what/which used as a relative pronouns for human references?
· demonstrative pronouns/determiners replaced by object pronouns?
6. 	Is there anything distinctive about the prepositions? 
· the replacement of standard forms? 
· the addition of extra forms?
· the omission of prepositions? 
7. 	Is there anything distinctive about the conjunctions? 
· prepositions used instead of subordinating conjunctions?  
· replacement of a standard form with an informal construction?
8.	Is there anything distinctive about the lexis?
· etymology? (Old English? Old Norse? Old French? Latin? Greek? other?)
· semantic change? (broadening? narrowing? amelioration? pejoration? shift?)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]dialect words? (regional? social?)
· connotations?
9.	Is there anything distinctive about the grammatical structure? 
· phrases? (pre- and post-modification? length of phrases? type?)
· sentences? (number and type of clauses? sentence type? length?) 
· punctuation? (commas? semi-colons? parenthesis? capitalisation?)
10.	Is there anything distinctive about the style?
· sentence organization? (word order? initial position? end focus? listing?)
· patterning? (parallelism? tripling? opposition?)
· figurative language? (simile? metaphor? concrete meaning replaced by abstract?) 

	

