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ACTIVITY 5		TEXT ANALYSIS 
1.	Use the key questions to make notes on the language variation in the following extracts.


Extract 1 	Jonathan Swift, Gulliver’s Travels (1726-7)
This is an extract from a first person narrative in which Lemuel Gulliver recounts his journeys to strange lands. In this passage, he is in Brobdingnag, the land of the giants – his master is a farmer 72 feet (22m) tall.

It now began to be known and talked of in the neighbourhood, that my master had found a strange animal in the field, about the bigness of a splacnuck, but exactly shaped in every part like a human creature; which it likewise imitated in all its actions; seemed to speak in a little language of its own, had already learned several words of theirs, went erect upon two legs, was tame and gentle, would come when it was called, do whatever it was bid, had the finest limbs in the world, and a complexion fairer than a nobleman’s daughter of three years old.  
        						Part II  ‘A Voyage to Brobdingnag’, Chapter 2
	

Extract 2	Geoffrey Chaucer, The Canterbury Tales (1387-1400)
[bookmark: _GoBack]A summoner is a church official responsible for bringing people who have sinned to the church court for judgement, but in Chaucer’s poem the Summoner is represented as greedy and corrupt. In the previous tale, a Friar has exposed the sinfulness of summoners, so in his prologue the Summoner claims that friars and devils are never far apart. In this extract, a friar is shown the horrors of hell.  
		


   And as an angel ladde hym up and doun,
	To shewen hym the peynes that ther were,
	In al the place saugh he nat a frere …
  	Unto this angel spak the frere tho:
  	   ‘Now, sire,’ quod he, ‘han frères swich a grace
  	That noon of hem shal come to this place?’
  	    ‘Yis,’ quod this angel, ‘many a million!’
   				‘The Prologe of the Somonours Tale’, lines 14-16

Extract 3	House of Commons Sitting 1st April 1811 (Series 1, Vol. 19)
HC Deb 01 April 1811 vol 19 cc670-80
Mr. Ashley Cooper proceeded to call the attention of the Committee to the Ordnance Estimates for the present year. … There were at present various floating magazines employed in the keeping of powder, but they were found neither to be so safe nor so useful as magazines on shore. The floating magazines besides being dangerous, were apt to render the powder damp after it had been for any considerable time on board. In providing sufficient magazines for this purpose on shore, an additional expence must in the mean time be incurred, but, in the long run, if, to be permanently followed, it would produce a saving. He had seen a calculation of the expence of one of the floating magazines, amounting to 9,000l. and which contained 3,500 barrels. A permanent magazine on shore which would contain 10,000 barrels, it was calculated would cost 15,000l. 
  							‘Ordnance Estimates—Battle Of Barrosa’
                                             Contains Parliamentary information licensed under the Open Parliament Licence v1.0	


2.	Analyse and compare the use of language in these three texts. In your answer, you should   consider the context, the content, the purpose, and the effectiveness of the language.
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