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2. HOW CAN WE DEFINE LANGUAGE VARIATION?
The introduction of the five key areas will help students to draw together the ideas that they have encountered in their textual analysis. These categories can form the basis for looking at language variation by providing a way in, a starting point for analysis. It is important to stress that in many cases there will be more than one area of influence. 
Activity 1 can form the basis for class discussion. Having recorded the important points and relevant examples emerging from the group, the key issues can be revealed. Students could then classify the results of their work under the headings given. There may well be other areas of interest that have arisen from discussion and these can be added.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Activity 2 requires students to re-consider the texts analysed in Section 1 (‘How can we recognise language change?’). Having classified the texts, Activity 3 broadens the scope, by encouraging students to collect their own examples. This could produce some interesting texts for class or individual study: students may have younger siblings, or friends and relatives who can demonstrate regional, social and cultural varieties. 
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