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Printable information 
Standard English and Non-Standard English
FORMAL STANDARD ENGLISH

 (
abbreviated
 term of address
) (
commonplace
 verb and adjective
)

								   
 (
formal
 expression for a long upholstered seat
(from the Arabic 
suffah
)
) (
formal
 expression for the midday meal - originally associated with higher social status, but now more commonplace
)My gran lay on the sofa after a large lunch. 





REGIONAL NON-STANDARD ENGLISH
 (
object
 pronoun used instead of the possessive determiner 
my
)
 (
abbreviated
 term of address
) (
regional
 dialect adjective (‘large’)
(Yorkshire)
)

                                     
                                                                                                                
 (
expression
 for the midday meal (sometimes described as a ‘non-U’ term)
)                        Me gran were ligged out on the settee after a mickle dinner.
 (
expression
 for a long upholstered seat (sometimes described as a ‘non-U’ term)
) (
 
third
 person plural verb form used instead of singular 
was
)
 (
regional
 dialect verb (‘
to lie
’) with regular past participle inflection
(Yorkshire) 
)



 (
informal
 multi-word verb and commonplace adjective with expletive as intensifier
) (
informal
 familiar term of address 
)INFORMAL STANDARD ENGLISH



 (
expression
 for the midday meal (sometimes described as a ‘non-U’ term)
) (
expression
 for a long upholstered seat (sometimes described as a ‘non-U’ term)
)		Nanna [crashed out] on the settee after a [bloody big] dinner.






REGIONAL NON-STANDARD ENGLISH

 (
regional
 dialect familiar term of address (South Wales)
) (
regional
 dialect multi-word verb (‘snuggled up’) and colloquial adjective (‘large’)
(South Wales)
)


			                                                         
Mam-gu [cwtched up] on the couch after a bomper dinner.
 (
expression
 for a long upholstered seat
(sometimes described as a ‘non-U’ term)
) (
expression
 for the midday meal (sometimes described as a ‘non-U’ term)
)






VERY FORMAL STANDARD ENGLISH

 (
formal
 verb and adjective
) (
formal
 term of address
)

							           
My grandmother reclined on the chesterfield after a substantial luncheon.
 (
formal
 and specific reference to a particular kind of heavily padded sofa
) (
formal
 rather dated expression for the midday meal associated with higher social status
)






SOCIAL/MULTI-CULTURAL NON -STANDARD ENGLISH

 (
 
social/multi-cultural
 dialect reflecting pronunciation ’the’ (determiner) and ‘after’ (adverb)
) (
auxiliary
 ‘to be’ rather than ‘to have’ in perfect progressive verb phrase
)
 (
social/multi-cultural
 dialect noun 
(‘food’, ‘meal’)
)
 (
informal
 term of address 
)

                                                                                                                              
Granny is been cotchin’ on da couch afta da bare [chow dig]. 
 (
social/multi-cultural
 dialect adjective 
(‘a lot of’, ‘a large amount of’)
)
[bookmark: _GoBack] (
social/multi-cultural
 dialect verb (‘relaxing’)
) (
expression
 for a long upholstered seat
(sometimes described as a ‘non-U’ term)
)
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