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TEACHER NOTES		What is Language variation?
This is a text-based unit which begins to look at the concept of language change in action.
1. HOW CAN WE RECOGNISE LANGUAGE CHANGE?
Texts 1-5 offer students the opportunity to look at the different ways in which language can vary. In each case, the first task involves text-marking. Students will have to identify examples of language change in different contexts, and explain the specific examples they have picked out using appropriate terminology. The texts should help them to see that language change can occur in:
· content
· vocabulary
· grammar

The second task moves from textual analysis to language concepts and an understanding of how context can shape language in terms of cultural attitudes, age and educational experience, physical location, historical period, and social group. 
Re-write tasks are a precursor to the introduction of Standard English as a norm. Students will inevitably draw on their own language experiences in reframing the texts they have been given and Standard English will play a significant role in their identification of language variation (although they may not yet be conscious of it). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In certain cases, students are asked to produce a commentary. These tasks encourage students to draw together the work they have done, using appropriate terminology and language concepts to explore language change in action. They could provide self-contained homework tasks which require the kind of comparative analytical writing students will have to do in LG1 and LG4. A printable commentary on the fifteenth century recipe is included as an example.
Resources: 
Chambers dictionaries provide useful etymological information, but this can also be found on en.wiktionary.org and www.etymonline.com.
There are numerous websites detailing regional dialect words: e.g. talktidy.com (Wenglish), www.yorkshire-dialect.org/dictionary.htm  
For social dialects, you can use http://www.urbandictionary.com (although you need to be aware that this may not be suitable for use in the classroom – it is an open source dictionary which means that the language can be very explicit)
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