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1950s slang: distinctive words and expressions

abbr

abbreviation

Adj

adjective

Adv

adverb

exp

expression

interj

interjection

N

noun

tag

tag question

V

verb

chaps
(N)


informal term of address for ‘mates’, members of one’s own    

gang  (1950s+)

chick   
(N)


an attractive young woman (1950s)

classy chassis
(N)

a good body (1950s-60s)

charm school
(N)

metaphorical reference to a place where people are taught 
social graces (1950)

innit
(tag)


informal pronunciation of the tag isn’t it, used in the 1950s as a 
tag question after statements using the verb ‘to be’

far out
 (Adj)


excellent - general term of approval (1954)

sex-kitten   (N)


a young woman who is aware of her sexual allure (1958)

Wham, bam and thank you ma’am  (interj) referring to brief and meaningless sexual encounters (1956)
pin your ears back (V)
listen attentively (1950s+) 

throw a bash
(V)

give a party (1940s+)
the most!
(N)

the best, something extremely good (1953)
a gas

(N)

something that is very exciting and impressive (1953)
greasers
(N)

Teddy Boys with hair slicked back with Brylcreem (1950s)
cubes

(N)

a very conventional person (1957) – pun on ‘square’
flakes

(N)

eccentric or crazy person (1959)
funky

(Adj)

down-to-earth, soulful - linked to jazz and the blues (1954)

sounds

(N)

music (1950s)

dosh

(N)

money (1953)
like

(Adv)

used as an emphatic filler (1950, but usage can be traced to the 
late 18th century)
lay on 

(V)

give (1950s, but in use since late 19th century)
naff off

(V)

go away – euphemism for a stronger expletive (1959)
wigged out 
(V)

intoxicated by drugs (1950s+)

Squaresville 
(N)

suffix –ville added to an adjective or noun to denote a particular 
  



characteristic (1956)
freshman
(N)

a novice drug-user (1950s)
hack it

(V)

manage or tolerate something (1950s+)
trip

(N)

a hallucinatory experience induced by drugs (1959)
split

(V)

leave or depart (1954)
cat

(N)

a stylish person (from 1920s with link to jazz in 1950s)
ASAP

(abbr)

as soon as possible (1955)
cool it

(V)

calm down, relax (1950s+)

see ya later alligator (exp)
a catch phrase for saying goodbye (1957 from a song)
nutcase
(N)

a crazy person (1959)

