TYPES OF SEMANTIC CHANGE

[bookmark: _GoBack]WORKSHEET 9		
Read through the definitions of the five main different kinds of semantic change.  Then fill in the table below by putting each of the words from the list in the appropriate column.
Semantic broadening 
the process in which the meaning of a word becomes more general or more inclusive than historically earlier meanings 
Semantic narrowing 
the process in which the meaning of a word becomes less general or less inclusive than historically earlier meanings 
amelioration
the process in which the meaning of a word becomes more positive or favorable
pejoration 
the process in which the meaning of a word becomes more negative 
Semantic shift 
the process in which a word loses its former meaning and takes on a new, but often related, meaning 
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awful 				silly
bird 				troll
litter 				wicked
meat

