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SEMANTIC CHANGE: KEY DETAILS
	WORD
	MEANING 1
	MEANING 2
	MEANING 3
	MEANING 4
	ETYMOLOGY

	awful 
(Adj)




	inspiring wonder or fear
causing dread
(archaic)


	filled with awe
(obsolete)
	now predominantly negative connotations: very bad
thoroughly
 unpleasant
(from 1809)
tiresomely great
(informal)
	functioning as adverb intensifier:  very
(from 1818)
	ON agi
OE ege (fear, terror, dread)
ME awe (fear)
Gr achos (distress) 
+ suffix –ful (‘full’, ‘filled’ with)





	WORD
	MEANING 1
	MEANING 2
	MEANING 3
	MEANING 4
	ETYMOLOGY

	bird
(N)
	young bird




maiden or girl
c.1300
(now archaic or dialect)
	bird




sweetheart or
promiscuous woman
(mid 16th -17th centuries)
	




young woman, girlfriend 
(mid 19th century)
	




generic term for all women
(1960s)


	OE brid (the young of a bird)
cf. OE fugel (fowl, bird)
ME brid (bird, the young of a bird)
Metathesis of i/r by 15th century i.e. bird
Originally confused with burd, ‘a maiden or lady (now obsolete)
from OE byrde, ‘of high rank, well-born’ or bryd, ‘bride, betrothed or newly married woman’ 





	WORD
	MEANING 1
	MEANING 2
	MEANING 3
	MEANING 4
	ETYMOLOGY

	litter
(N)
	a bed
c. 1300
	portable bed or couch carried on men’s shoulders, or by animals
(early 14th century)
	straw for bedding, esp. for animals to lie on
(15th century)
offspring of animal at birth (late 15th century)
	any scattered or confused collection of objects, esp. of little value (from early 18th century)
	O Fr litiere
L.L. lectāria
L. lectus ‘a bed’



	WORD
	MEANING 1
	MEANING 2
	MEANING 3
	MEANING 4
	ETYMOLOGY

	silly
(Adj)
	happy, prosperous, blessed 
	pious
innocent
(early 13th century)
	harmless, simple, humble 
witless, foolish, to be pitied 
(late 13th century)
defenceless, weak
(early 14th century)

(obsolete)
	[bookmark: _GoBack]feeble-minded, senseless, irresponsible  (from late 16th century)
	OE sælig, ‘happy, prosperous’




	WORD
	MEANING 1
	MEANING 2
	MEANING 3
	MEANING 4
	ETYMOLOGY

	wicked
(Adj)
	evil in principle or practice, sinful, ungodly  

	cruel
mischievous, spiteful

	unlucky
(Shakespeare)
unpleasant, terrible, awful (mid 17th century slang)
	excellent, awesome  
(1970s slang, but first used 1920 by Scott Fitzgerald in This Side of Paradise)
	OE wicca, ‘wizard, male witch’
ME wicked, wikked, ‘wicked’





	WORD
	MEANING 1
	MEANING 2
	MEANING 3
	MEANING 4
	ETYMOLOGY

	troll
(N)
	ugly, evil-tempered dwarf or giant 
(early 17th century)

	a sluttish, idle woman
(mid 19th century)
	an ugly person
(1940s slang)
a small person 
(1980s slang)
 

	person who posts  deliberately provocative message to internet message board with  intention of causing argument;  
a consciously inflammatory post on an internet site
(21st century)
	ON troll, ‘a goblin, dwarf or giant’ (Scandinavian mythology)




	WORD
	MEANING 1
	MEANING 2
	MEANING 3
	MEANING 4
	ETYMOLOGY

	meat
(N)
	food 
(Old English)

	animal flesh used as food
(c.1300)
	meal
(obsolete)
anything eaten as food
(archaic)

	meat - as main part/heart of argument etc i.e. figurative
(1901)

	OE mete, ‘food’ 
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