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This type of assessment requires learners to analyse and evaluate different ways in 
which aspects of the past have been interpreted, by considering two different extracts 
from historians on a specific issue [AO3].

Centres should encourage candidates to debate and offer a judgement on the key issue 
set, and consider a number of interpretations within the wider historical debate of this 
issue. Learners are expected to be aware of the debate – and able to consider other 
possible interpretations than the ones presented – but detailed knowledge of particular 
historians, their career and works are not required.  

Centres should encourage their learners to analyse and evaluate the two extracts 
provided, not only to identify differences in interpretations but also to discuss how and 
why different interpretations have been formed.

Sample debate: The role of Churchill in the Tonypandy riots 

Background

The Tonypandy riots of 1910 were a violent confrontation between coal miners and 
police. They began at Llwynypia colliery which was owned by the Cambrian Combine. 
The riots were the culmination of an industrial dispute between workers and mine 
owners over wages and working conditions. The term ‘Tonypandy riot’ initially applied 
to specific events on the evening of Tuesday, 8 November 1910, when strikers became 
involved in hand-to-hand fighting with the Glamorgan Constabulary, reinforced by the 
Bristol City Constabulary. The police intervened when the strikers began smashing the 
windows of businesses in Tonypandy. The decision made by Home Secretary, Winston 
Churchill, to allow troops to be sent to the area to reinforce the police shortly after the 
riot on 8 November, caused ill feeling towards him in South Wales throughout his life. 
His responsibility remains a strongly disputed topic that has provoked considerable 
debate and disagreement among historians. 
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Extract 1

Recent attempts to clarify events in Welsh history have failed to penetrate the letters 
pages. This is certainly the case if we are to go by the wearisome repetition of myths 
and half-truths about the disturbances in Tonypandy in 1910. For the record Winston 
Churchill as Home Secretary directly authorised the onward passage from Swindon 
of infantry and mounted Hussars, hitherto halted there, on November 8 to join the 
Metropolitan Police already dispatched by him in the wake of the clashes outside the 
Glamorgan colliery on November 7 and the systematic destruction of the commercial 
high street in Tonypandy. Troops were on the streets of Mid Rhondda the next day and 
variously remained, as a virtual army of occupation, through the following year until the 
Cambrian Combine strike was broken. No one has accused soldiers of firing into any 
assembled crowd, though batons and fixed bayonets were the constant order of the 
day in the Rhondda Valley. 

[Dai Smith, academic historian writing in a letter published in the Western Mail, 
February 2015: ‘Tonypandy – setting the record straight’ (edited version)] 

Extract 2

Lionel Lindsay, Chief Constable of Glamorganshire, knew that his resources were 
stretched as there was already a month old strike at pits in the nearby Cynon Valley. As 
soon as the Fed announced the strike he appealed to the War Office for troops to help 
with the crisis. None were sent but by Sunday 6 November extra policemen from Bristol 
had been brought to the Rhondda Valley. On the evening of 7 November striking miners 
surrounded the Llwynypia colliery and, as tempers began to boil, stones were thrown. 
Fierce hand-to-hand fighting with the police took place and after several baton charges 
the miners were pushed back into the square at Tonypandy. There they were charged 
by mounted police and there were several injuries on both sides. Lionel Lindsay again 
asked for military backup. Churchill was not keen to send in troops, feeling that people 
on the spot were perhaps over reacting. He ordered that soldiers should be held back 
and kept in readiness at Cardiff and Swindon. Churchill did agree, however, to send in 
an extra 270 mounted and foot officers from the Metropolitan police force.

[Phil Carradice, writer and broadcaster, writing in a blog marking the centenary of the 
riots on the BBC Wales website, November 2010: ‘The Tonypandy Riots of 1910’ (edited 
version)]
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Classroom exercises for debate

Exercise 1 

Do you agree with the interpretation that Churchill has been unfairly accused of 
sending troops to the Rhondda Valley in 1910?

Exercise 2

Why have historians adopted contrasting interpretations of Churchill’s role in the 
Tonypandy riots 1910?

Other possible topics for debate

The extent of social change in Wales and England 

Liberal social and welfare reforms 1906–1914 – reasons and effects.

The health/fate of the Welsh language in the early twentieth century.

The causes and extent of industrial conflict

The Penrhyn Quarry dispute: Lord Penrhyn’s role and reputation.

The changing political fortunes of the major parties 

The growing influence of the Labour Party.

Women and the campaign for political emancipation.

The impact of war on society

The extent of Welsh support and/or opposition to the Great War.

The social and cultural impact of war – positive or negative?


