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Romantic poetry

Some of the poems in your anthology were written by poets considered 
to be part of The Romantic Movement. The chances are that you have not 
come across this specialist term before and you could easily be confused by 
it. It is probably best if you don’t worry too much about the name because 
it has very little connection with any definition we might otherwise have 
of what “romantic” is. These poets did write love poems- and you will be 
looking at some- but it would be more useful if, instead, you focused on 
discovering some of the ideas behind their work and the ideas which 
underpinned their thinking . We should start with the poets themselves 
and some consideration of the world in which they lived. Your knowledge 
and understanding of contexts will help you to engage with and appreciate 
the poems and this will also form part of the way in which your work will 
be assessed in the exam. 

Romantic poetry

Discussion points

• Work out the poets’ life-spans. Do you think you can deduce anything 
from these?

• Five male poets and one woman?  Is this significant?

•     Look at the Timeline digital resource.

Look at the Biographies digital resource.

http://resource.download.wjec.co.uk.s3.amazonaws.com/vtc/2014-15/wjec_08/timeline/index.html
http://resource.download.wjec.co.uk.s3.amazonaws.com/vtc/2014-15/wjec_08/biographies/index.html
http://resource.download.wjec.co.uk.s3.amazonaws.com/vtc/2014-15/wjec_08/biographies/index.html
http://resource.download.wjec.co.uk.s3.amazonaws.com/vtc/2014-15/wjec_08/timeline/index.html
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Romantic poetry

Discussion point

What events were taking place in the world during that time?

    Look at the Events digital resource showing some significant events 
taking place during the poets’ life-times. Research these using your school’s 
resource centre and/or the internet to discover more about the events they 
depict.

• The American Revolution-1775

• The French Revolution

• The Napoleonic Wars-1803-1815

You do not need to have detailed knowledge of these (after all this is 
English Literature and not History) but it is important to have a grasp of the 
back-drop to the poets’ lives and works because it is usually believed that 
art is a product of the time in which it is produced. 

Although England did not actually experience a revolution, (unlike France) 
thinking people in society were affected by the same factors which so 
inspired those elsewhere and this is apparent in the poets’ desire to express 
themselves uniquely and in different ways from previous generations and 
previous poets.

However, certain themes, features and tendencies frequently occur and the 
broad headlines in the next digital resource should provide useful starting-
points for your own investigations.

    Look at the Common images and ideas resource. 

REVOLUTION WAS IN THE AIR

http://resource.download.wjec.co.uk.s3.amazonaws.com/vtc/2014-15/wjec_08/events/index.html
http://resource.download.wjec.co.uk.s3.amazonaws.com/vtc/2014-15/wjec_08/common-images-ideas/index.html
http://resource.download.wjec.co.uk.s3.amazonaws.com/vtc/2014-15/wjec_08/common-images-ideas/index.html
http://resource.download.wjec.co.uk.s3.amazonaws.com/vtc/2014-15/wjec_08/events/index.html
http://resource.download.wjec.co.uk.s3.amazonaws.com/vtc/2014-15/wjec_08/common-images-ideas/index.html

