
Teacher notes - Context

The focus of this tragi-comic play is how the events of the siege of Madrid during the Spanish Civil War 
affect its citizens.  Many historical events are key parts in the story and students will need to cover 
these as part of their A/AS level courses. Studying this play should serve to consolidate and develop 
their learning, as well as being an enjoyable experience and an introduction to literature. Because the 
historical context is so prominent in the play, the focus of the on-line resources is “context”.

Activities are graded and are of increasing levels of challenge.  All of the resources are self-contained 
and can be used in any order for any level, depending on the teacher’s judgement. 

Las bicicletas son para el verano (play) 

Activity Skills covered Ideas for use

Activity 1 Key context words were 
selected to help students to 
develop a vocabulary (and 
therefore improve writing 
skills) which they can use to 
talk and write about this play, 
or understand written/audio 
texts and passages on related 
themes. 

This activity is a simple hang-
man “game” which students 
could play on their own, or do 
as a group activity. Teachers 
could easily take this idea and 
recreate it on the board. It could 
be used as both a starter or a 
plenary activity.

Activity 2 This activity helps students 
to develop their vocabulary 
and ideas when talking/
reading etc about the play. 
It also encourages close 
understanding and knowledge 
of the context. This moves from 
the word level in the first activity 
to sentence level thus also 
developing reading skills.

There are ten key events which 
students have to put into the 
correct order.  There is scope 
for individual, group or whole 
class work. Teachers could also 
recreate as a printable activity 
and it could be used as an 
assessment activity once the 
play has been read.
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Activity 3 Students have opportunities to 
develop their reading, creativity, 
assimilation and writing skills.

For this exercise, a key scene 
was chosen from the film, 
i.e. the visit from the family’s 
previous maid and her husband, 
the disappearance of the lentils 
and the death of Julio. Students 
need to read the scene and 
then write a newspaper report 
for a fictional newspaper “Diario 
de Chamberí”. 

This is a creative task where 
the student needs to focus on 
appropriateness of register as 
well as content and language. 
Teacher could model and the 
article could be written as a 
class activity before students 
are tasked with writing their 
own article. 

This could also be adapted 
as an assessment activity at 
the end of a unit of work on a 
particular scene. 

Activity 4 The sets of three statements 
were specifically designed to 
encourage close reading and 
understanding.

This exercise needs to be 
done by selecting the correct 
statement from sets of three.  
There is an added challenge 
of point scoring.  Again, this 
could be done to assess 
comprehension of the context.

Activity 5 This activity uses five key 
images from the film adaptation 
of Las bicicletas son para el 
verano and is essentially a 
listening/viewing, assimilation 
and writing exercise. The activity 
tests comprehension of key 
scenes and develops summary 
writing and analytical skills. 

Students have to listen to the 
recorded clips taken from the 
play and then focus on: a) what 
happened in the sequence; b) 
why the sequence is important 
for the play. There is also a 
model answer with which 
students can compare their 
solutions. The suggested 
versions can help to build 
confidence and teacher could 
show the first couple with this in 
mind.
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Activity 6 This is a three part activity 
designed to practise and 
develop students’ translation 
skills.

Teachers could use to create 
their own printable activities. 
This helps to develop 
translation and reading skills 
while encouraging a deeper 
understanding of context.


