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The use of commentary

It is important in evaluation to comment on the materials that are used for 
an answer. Just stating a point is not really justifying why this point is valid or 
linking it to any possible conclusion. What is required is, according to the “level 
descriptors”:

A response that successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues raised by the  
question set.

Thorough, sustained and clear views are given, supported by extensive, detailed reasoning and/or 
evidence. 

Extract from L5 AS AO2 descriptor

If you do this it matches the L5 summary descriptor that expects a “confident critical analysis and 
perceptive evaluation of the issue.”

The digital resources tries to encourage more commentary in an answer by using a simple technique 
in response to the topic area and different lines of reasoning put forward. Look at the first line of  
answers about the mitzvoth and then develop the other statements that consider “The covenant 
made with Moses is no longer of legal value.”  Use the digital resource to reveal examples of evidence 
and implication.

Argument Evidence Implication
It is possible to retain a Jewish 
identity without living according 
to the mitzvot.  

Reform Jews do not consider 
that they are breaking any laws 
when they decide not to follow 
all of the mitzvot.

Even though the covenant was 
established in ancient times, the 
laws are still relevant and are 
constantly being discussed and 
re-interpreted to ensure their 
relevance for modern-day living.

The covenant only really had 
legal value when the nation of 
Israel was being established in 
the wilderness.

The covenant made with  
Moses is an eternal covenant, 
and therefore still has legal 
value as both parties have a 
responsibility to keep the terms 
of the agreement.

There is a danger that  
focusing on following the rules 
can mean a loss of opportuni-
ties for spiritual development.

Now try your own table with some views, points or arguments from a different topic.


