
EGOISM AND ALTRUISM

Teacher notes

Aim: to act out the difference between egoism and altruism

Part 1 Give out the definition sheet. Ask students to read the definitions carefully.

Part 2 Explain that they need to break into groups of four and act out a scenario 
according to whether we toss heads for altruist or tails for egoist. Toss the coin to 
determine which group will act out which.

Part 3 Each group draws a scenario card and has five minutes to prepare to mime 
the scene. Alternatively, each group can script their own scenario from some real-
life experience at school.

Part 4 Finish by reading out loud the parable of the Good Samaritan and having a 
minute’s silence to think about its meaning.

Ethical Egoism
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DEFINITIONS – STUDENT SHEET

Altruism
(n) Selfless concern for the welfare of others - altruist (n), altruistic 
(adj.),altruistically (adv.)

Common good
(n) Involves people having the commitment and motivation to promote the welfare 
of the community (even if they must sacrifice their own time, personal preferences 
or money) to work together with other members for the greater benefit of all.

Cooperate
(v) To work together toward a common cause – cooperation (n), cooperator (n)

Empathy
(n) Identification with and understanding the feelings of another person – 
empathetic (adj.), empathic (adj.)

Egoism
the habit of valuing everything only in reference to one’s personal interest; 
selfishness (opposed to altruism.)

Ethical decision-making
(n) Using a set of morals/values when problem-solving.
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SCENARIO CARDSN

3.  You receive an invite for a party 
from

 an unpopular student friend. 
You accept and then shortly after 
another m

uch ‘better’ invite com
es 

in – then you m
eet the first friend in 

the street…

2.  A
n old person is w

alking dow
n 

the street and has a cardiac arrest. 
You and your friend are late for the 
bus…

1.  There is a queue for lunch 
and the person serving lunches is 
looking stressed. A

nother student 
arrives…

6.  A supply teacher com
es to your 

school and is asked to teach a 
m

aths lesson on sim
ple arithm

etic. 
It is quite boring…

5.  You are in a disco and everyone 
is having a great tim

e. There is one 
person left on the sidelines gazing 
into space alone…

4.  A traveller is m
ugged and left 

for dead on the road. A priest 
com

es past and w
alks on by, then 

a policem
an. Finally a football fan 

arrives…
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