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AIDS Chlamydia Malaria

Text Sheet

Read the information given below and use 
it to sort the cards into the correct columns.

AIDS (Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome) - is caused by HIV (Human 
Immunodeficiency Virus). The virus infects lymphocytes which are part of the body’s 
immune system.  Without immunity, the body can become infected with a variety of micro-
organisms, e.g. tuberculosis or pneumonia. The virus is spread by blood to blood contact, 
especially during sexual intercourse. Methods of prevention include the use of condoms and 
disposable gloves should be used where there is any danger of contact with contaminated 
blood. Antiviral agents can be used, but they only prevent the multiplication of the virus 
inside cells and must be taken throughout life.

Chlamydia - this is the most common sexually transmitted disease in Britain. It is caused by 
the bacterium Chlamydia trachmatis and is spread during sexual intercourse via the vagina 
and urethra. Its spread can be prevented by the use of condoms. It can be treated with 
antibiotics such as tetracycline or erythromycin. However, if left untreated, it could cause 
infertility in adults. It could also cause conjunctivitis in babies during the process of birth if 
the mother is infected. It can also spread to the babies lungs.

Malaria  - This kills over a million people in the world each year. It is caused by the single 
celled organism – Plasmodium.  Plasmodium is spread via female mosquitoes of the genus 
Anopheles. Anopheles mosquitoes bite humans and inject Plasmodium into the blood stream. 
Plasmodium causes a fever when it destroys red blood cells in humans. Treatment consists 
of killing Plasmodium with anti-malarial drugs, such as paludrine or daraprim. A vaccine 
against Plasmodium has been developed. Prevention methods include: killing mosquitoes 
with insecticide, releasing large numbers of infertile male mosquitoes, biological control of 
mosquitoes, use of mosquito nets and repellents.
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Caused by the Human 
Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV).

Infects lymphocytes. Without 
a working immune system the 
body can be infected by many 
micro-organisms.

Spread by blood to blood 
contact, especially during sexual 
intercourse.

Wear condoms during sex 
and gloves when contact with 
contaminated blood is possible.

Antiviral agents prevent the 
multiplication of the virus inside 
the cells.

Caused by the bacterium 
Chlamydia trachmatis.

Causes infertility in adults and 
passes to babies during birth 
causing conjunctivitis and lung 
infections.

Spread during sexual 
intercourse via the vagina and 
urethra.

Treated using the antibiotics 
erythromycin and tetracycline.

Prevented by using condoms 
during sex.

Caused by a single celled 
organism called Plasmodium.

Spread via female mosquitos of 
the genus Anopheles.

Causes a fever by destroying 
red blood cells in humans.

Prevented by killing mosquitos 
using insecticide, releasing 
infertile male mosquitos, 
repelling mosquitos using nets 
and repellents.

Treated by killing Plasmodium 
using anti-malarial drugs such as 
paludrine or daraprim.
A vaccine against Plasmodium 
has been developed.

AIDS Chlamydia Malaria


