
© WJEC CBAC Ltd 20171

This source document summarises some of the key canons of the Council 
of Trent (the year the canon was agreed is given in brackets).

Summarise these canons in a table which sums up the key point of each.

Background
 
The Council of Trent met in three sessions – 1545-7, 1551-2 and 1562-3. The 
word anathema (Greek – accursed) is used repeatedly – meaning that a person is 
considered cursed and excommunicated or denied communion in the Roman Catholic 
Church. The word is used by Paul in the Greek New Testament in Galatians 1:8-9.

THE CANONS
 
On Baptism

If any one denies that infants, newly born from their mothers’ wombs, even though they 
be sprung from baptized parents, are to be baptized; or says that they are baptized 
indeed for the remission of sins, but that they draw nought of original sin from Adam, 
which has need to be expiated by the laver of regeneration for the obtaining life 
everlasting,—whence it follows, as a consequence, that in them the form of baptism, 
for the remission of sins, is understood to be not true, but false,—let him be anathema. 
(1546)

On Keeping the Commandments 

But no one, how much soever justified, ought to think of himself free from the 
observance of the commandments; no one ought to make use of that rash saying, 
prohibited by the fathers under an anathema (1547)

Canon 20. If any one shall say, that a man who is justified and how perfect soever, 
is not bound to the observance of the commandments of God and of the Church, but 
only to believe; as if, forsooth, the Gospel were a bare and absolute promise of eternal 
life, without the condition of observation of the commandments; let him be anathema. 
(1547)
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On Justification 

Canon 1. If any one shall say, that man may be justified before God by his own works, 
whether done through the strength of human nature, or through the teaching of the law, 
without the divine grace through Jesus Christ; let him be anathema.

Canon 9. If any one says that the sinner is justified by faith alone, meaning that nothing 
else is required to cooperate in order to obtain the grace of justification, and that it is 
not in any way necessary that he be prepared and disposed by the actions of his own 
will; let him be anathema. (1547)

Canon 17. If any one shall say, that the grace of justification only befalls those who 
are predestined to life; but that all others who are called, are called indeed, but receive 
not grace, as being, by the divine power, predestined unto evil; let him be anathema. 
(1547)

Canon 24:  “If any one says, that the justice received is not preserved and also 
increased before God through good works; but that the said works are merely the fruits 
and signs of Justification obtained, but not a cause of the increase thereof; let him be 
anathema.” (1547)
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Now imagine you are a reformer. From the list of Bible verses below, select 
one which you might use to argue against each canon. Then in pairs 
reverse roles and have one person argue back from the perspective of the 
Catholic Church.

Bible Verses a Reformer (like Luther) might choose

1. “Being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ  
 Jesus,”(Rom. 3:24).

2. “For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from works of the Law,”   
 (Rom. 3:28).

3. “For what does the Scripture say? ‘Abraham believed God and it was credited him  
 with righteousness’,” (Rom. 4:3).

4. “Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our  
 Lord Jesus Christ,” (Rom. 5:1).

5. “For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is  
 the gift of God,” (Eph. 2:8).

6. “He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness,  
 but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the  
 Holy Spirit,” (Titus 3:5).

7. “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of  
 God, even to those who believe in His name,” (John 1:12).

8. “For this reason I also suffer these things, but I am not ashamed; for I know whom  
 I have believed and I am convinced that He is able to guard what I have entrusted  
 to Him until that day,” (2 Tim. 1:12).

9. “Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our  
 Lord Jesus Christ,” (Rom. 5:1).

10. “He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will  
 not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him,” (John 3:36).

11. “For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes  
 in Him will have eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last day,”        
 (John 6:40).

12. “It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do  
 not be subject again to a yoke of slavery. 2 Behold I, Paul, say to you that if you  
 receive circumcision, Christ will be of no benefit to you. (Gal. 5:1-3).
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