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Eduqas GCSE History
Component 1: Non-British Study in Depth
The Crusades c.1095-1149

Introduction

For many centuries during the Middle Ages, Western Europe was dominated by the 
idea of the Crusade. Fought on a vast scale in geographical terms and in the number 
of men involved, from all classes of society, it dominated the thoughts and feelings of 
western Europeans between 1095 and 1400.

However, there are very few clear descriptions of what a crusade was in medieval 
writings. There was no one term consistently used to describe the crusade or its 
participants. It could be called a pilgrimage, a holy war, an expedition of the Cross or 
the business of Jesus Christ. Only in the late twelfth century did the technical term 
cruscesignati, or signed with the Cross, come into common use. People at that time 
of course knew perfectly well what a crusade was. It was an expedition authorised by 
the Pope, the leading participants in which took vows and consequently enjoyed the 
privileges of protection at home and the Papal Indulgence.

The motive force behind the movement was a deep and genuine faith. All who went 
to the East to try and restore and maintain the Holy Places for Christendom felt they 
-were carrying out the will of God. There is no doubt that the Crusade was firstly a 
religious movement. The Investiture Contest, of which more will be mentioned, had 
created considerable popular enthusiasm for religion in Western Europe and the 
Crusades were a direct result of this.

The ideals of the Crusades must have genuinely attracted many. Those participating 
often expressed the most profound feelings of popular spirituality. Ordinary men were 
deeply moved by ‘taking up his Cross’, by defending the Church and by physically 
occupying and holding land sanctified by his presence. The idea that at last here was 
a fruitful path of action for the ordinary man had a powerful appeal in an age when 
priesthood was privileged and of great prestige. The Crusades therefore created the 
idea of the ‘soldier-monk’.
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The power of the papacy

What was the extent and power of the early medieval Papacy?

The early medieval Papacy had great religious and political power over Europe, but 
it had come into increasing conflict with the Saxon Empire. Many clergy viewed the 
increasing power of the Empire with great alarm, believing that it made no difference 
how devout an Emperor might be since he was still a layman (not of the Church) and 
that it would be sacrilege for St Peter’s successor to receive his orders from such a 
man.

However, in the decades preceding the First Crusade, the Papacy had been mired 
in scandal and corruption, due to the fact that it had essentially become dominated 
by the noble families of Rome. By the mid-eleventh century, the rivalries between 
the families of the houses of Tusculum and Crescentii had resulted in there being 
three popes at the same time. The ridiculousness of this situation finally provoked the 
Emperor Henry III to intervene. Being a deeply religious man, he believed it was his 
duty to end the scandal that surrounded the Papacy. As a result, he marched his army 
to Rome, called the Synod of Sutri in 1046 and deposed all three popes, installing a 
German, Clement II, in their place. Henry subdued the Roman nobles by force, thus 
overcoming their objections and despite the objections of some such as the Bishop of 
Liege who stated that ‘according to both divine and human law the highest bishop can 
be judged by no one, unless by God alone’, Henry’s actions stirred the Papacy into 
seeking to reform itself and the Church in general.

Reform of the Papacy

From 1050 on, the Papacy now set about reforming itself, with the focus especially on 
ridding the Church of the sin of simony, which was the widespread practice of selling 
church roles or offices. By the mid-1050s, papal authority was being successfully 
re-established with many offending bishops being deposed. As a result, successive 
Popes now sought to break free of the influence of the Emperor, an aim which was 
greatly assisted by the death of Henry III in 1056. 

The reformers stressed the need for purity in the Church and to achieve this the 
Church therefore had to be independent of the world. Some reformers extended the 
definition of simony to cover every kind of interference in Church affairs. As such, 
there were important implications for the reform movement. For example, their 
definition of simony meant an end to lay people, in this respect monarchs, from 
making appointments within the Church. The outward sign of all this upheaval would 
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be the Investiture Contest.

Influence of Cluny and the importance of pilgrimages

Many historians have suggested that the abbey at Cluny in France was of considerable 
importance both in the long history of Crusading origins and in the immediate 
circumstances in which Urban preached at Clermont. The Cluniacs were the great 
monastic order of the eleventh century. Throughout the tenth century, the Cluniacs 
had spread their influence simply because they were independent from interference. 
Cluny’s abbots were called to reform other monastic houses and were then subject to 
regular inspection. 

In this respect, Cluny contributed to the idea of reform, but through its wide influence 
it also insisted upon the need to create better order, to raise the level of men’s social 
conduct and sense of purpose and to spread the need to perform whatever actions 
might lead to the forgiveness of their sins. The Cluniacs had also for many years been 
associated with campaigns in Spain, which had assumed the general character of 
holy wars. As such the Cluniacs helped to create a state of mind amongst the military 
classes in France which made possible the preaching of a crusade that was directed 
towards defeating the external enemies of Christendom, not only in Spain, but also in 
the East. 

The idea and practice of pilgrimage had been long established within the Christian 
Church, to both Biblical sites and to sites associated with miracles of saints. Pilgrimage 
to the Middle East was viewed as one of the most spiritual that could be made, but 
after the sites in the Holy Land fell to the Muslim conquests in the seventh century, 
pilgrimage became far more difficult. Christian pilgrimages were allowed in intermittent 
periods but the conquests of the Seljuk Turks during the eleventh century all but cut off 
the Holy Land to Christendom. That this coincided with a period of papal reform and 
religious fervour, undoubtedly contributed to the birth of the Crusading movement.

The Investiture Contest

The Investiture Contest was essentially a dispute over supreme authority between 
two great powers of medieval Europe – in this case the Holy Roman Empire and 
the Papacy. The main issue was whether the Pope or the monarch would appoint, 
or invest, church officials. The Church in the past had lacked purity and strength 
and by the eleventh century, as has been mentioned, was corrupt and immoral. The 
reform movement had sought to not only improve the purity of the Church, but also 
to establish its independence, a move that was bound to bring it into conflict with the 
Emperor.
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A map showing the Holy Roman Empire in 1100

The Empire, however, needed the Church. Communication in the Empire was poor and 
there was no centralised government. Therefore authority was delegated to clergymen 
since they were educated, their authority was respected and they had no heirs. The 
lands held by the German clergy also provided a valuable income from appointments 
in the Church and as such control over the appointment of churchmen in their 
lands was vital to the German kings.

The death of Henry III in 1056 weakened the Empire. His son was only 6, so there was 
a minority until 1065. During this period the Papacy was able to show its independence 
of the Emperor and gained a new confidence. New rules cut the power of the emperor 
and now only cardinals could elect Popes. Decrees were issued against simony and 
in 1059 at the Treaty of Melfi, the Papacy agreed that the Sicilian Normans could 
keep their lands in Southern Italy in return for protecting the Pope at election times, 
which directly challenged the authority of the emperor in Italy. 

When the Emperor Henry IV finally took control of the empire, he faced a considerable 
task in recovering the power and lands that had been lost during his minority. Control 
over the appointment of bishops throughout the empire became a priority. His greatest 
problem however, was Pope Gregory VII, who was appointed in 1073. Pope Gregory 
was a fiery champion of the Church, being one of the original reformers. He was 
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energetic, stubborn and autocratic and sought to assert the authority of the Papacy 
above the monarchy. In February 1075, lay investiture was condemned on pain of 
excommunication, essentially meaning expulsion from the Church and the most 
serious sentence that could be given by the Pope. He further sought to enforce the 
Pope’s authority in the Papal Bull (order) Dictatus Papae, issued in 1075. The twenty 
seven points it contained showed Gregory’s belief in Papal supremacy over Church 
and State, basically stating that the Pope can be judged by no-one; the Pope may 
depose the Emperor and that only the Pope can depose or reinstate bishops. This was 
clearly a signficant challenge to the Emperor and inflamed the Investiture Contest.

During that year the issue assumed greater significance when the Pope and Emperor 
supported rival claimants to the archbishopric of Milan. Gregory threatened Henry with 
excommincation, to which Henry and his bishops responded by writing to Gregory 
saying they no longer considered him as the lawful Pope. Gregory followed through 
his threat and excommunicated Henry, an act that was welcomed by some German 
nobles who wanted to depose Henry. They stated that if Henry did not reconcile himself 
with the Pope they would elect a new emperor.

What followed was an iconic moment in medieval history. Henry, realising the danger 
of his situation and the need for the excommuncation to be lifted, made an epic journey 
across the Alps in winter to visit Gregory at Canossa in Italy. Wearing a hair-shirt 
and barefooted, he was made to wait outside the castle for three days in the snow, 
until Gregory finally allowed him entry and lifted the excommunication on the penitent 
emperor. However, despite this apparent victory for the Pope, it was a tactical victory 
for Henry, who within the next few years had regained control over all his lands. In 
1083 Henry invaded Italy and when Gregory’s Norman allies sacked Rome, the angry 
inhabitants forced the Pope to flee into exile, eventually dying in 1085. 

Although it seemed as if Henry and the Empire were now in control, he was not 
reconciled with Gregory’s successors and when Urban II, a protégé of Gregory, 
became Pope in 1088, the scene was set for the Investiture Contest to continue. 
Urban linked with the German rebels against Henry who, after the Alpine passes were 
closed by the Papal supporter Matilda of Tuscany, was forced to stay in Italy, thus 
losing control over events in Germany. Urban meanwhile, built up his power in central 
Italy and it is in the context of these circumstances therefore,that one should consider 
the timing of Pope Urban’s call for a crusade at the Council of Clermont in 1095.
 



  

The Crusades c.1095-1149

6

Souce 1: A nineteenth century depiction of Henry IV at Canossa, 1077
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Birth of the Crusades

What factors led to the birth of the Crusading movement?

The Seljuk Turks
The Crusading movement was principally born out of the reformed Papacy. When 
Pope Urban II preached the First Crusade in 1095 at the Council of Clermont he 
was influenced by the interruption of the pilgrimage to the Holy Land – the longest 
and most spiritually rewarding of the three main pilgrimages of the eleventh century, 
the others being to Rome and to the shrine of St James in north west Spain. The 
interruption of the pilgrimages had been due to the rise of the Seljuk Turks from 
Central Asia. They had invaded and occupied much of the Byzantine Empire and 
Asia Minor, overrunning Syria and Palestine, developing into a significant danger for 
eastern Christendom as well as the idea of pilgrimage to the Holy Land.
The Byzantine Empire had traditionally been a safeguard against Muslim expansion 
and from around 650 to 1050 the frontier had been relatively stable. However, the 
Byzantines had also considered the people of the West to be a threat to their imperial 
rights and territories in Italy. This attitude changed in 1071 when the Byzantines 
were overwhelmed by the Seljuk Turks at the battle of Manzikert. The Seljuks had 
converted to Islam and had a fierce converts’ zeal for their new faith, as well as being 
fearsome in battle. They were not so tolerant of Christians and Jews and closed the 
Holy Places to Christian pilgrims.

 

Source 2: The Byzantine Empire before the First Crusade
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The rise of the Seljuk Turks was a wakeup call to the Christian East. The defeat at 
Manzikert meant that the very idea of Christendom in the east was threatened and 
it seemed as if the Byzantine Empire was now disintegrating. However, in 1081 the 
new Byzantine Emperor Alexius Comnenus began a brief revival of fortune for the 
Empire. He realised that Byzantium needed assistance and despite the difficulties of 
past relations with the Latin West, he appealed for help in the fight against the Seljuks. 
His aim seemed to have been merely to strengthen the position of the Byzantine 
Empire. To the West however, the freeing of the Holy Places from Seljuk control was 
the main interest, rather than any specific support for the Byzantines.

Urban II and the Council of Clermont

Urban II became Pope in 1088 and had enthusiastically followed the reforming 
policies of Gregory VII. However, he did have to face many problems and it has been 
suggested that the proclamation of the Crusade was a way to unite Christendom 
under his authority. The Investiture Contest was still rumbling on, he was faced with a 
rival pope and Eastern Christendom was under siege. His preaching of the Crusade 
had a political significance. It was an important move in the Investiture Contest when 
he called for an army of Christ to recover Christian lands, Urban was assuming for 
himself the role of directing the defence of Christianity, a role which had traditionally 
been assumed by the Holy Roman Emperor.

The Crusade was proclaimed by Urban II at the Council of Clermont, on November 
27th 1095. No transcripts of his speech survive; there are however five accounts of 
the speech from people who were present and heard him speak. The following is 
adapted from the chronicler Fulcher of Chartres, written in the very early 1100s.

“Although, O sons of God, you have promised more firmly than ever to keep the 
peace among yourselves and to preserve the rights of the church, there remains still 
an important work for you to do. You must apply the strength of your righteousness 
to another matter which concerns you as well as God. For your brethren who live in 
the east are in urgent need of your help, and you must hasten to give them the aid 
which has often been promised them. For, as most of you have heard, the Turks and 
Arabs have attacked them and have conquered the territory of Romania [the Greek 
empire] as far west as the shore of the Mediterranean. They have occupied more and 
more of the lands of those Christians, and have overcome them in seven battles. They 
have killed and captured many, and have destroyed the churches and devastated the 
empire. If you permit them to continue, the faithful of God will be much more widely 
attacked by them. On this account I, or rather the Lord, beseech you as Christ’s 
heralds to publish this everywhere and to persuade all people of whatever rank, foot-
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soldiers and knights, poor and rich, to carry aid promptly to those Christians and to 
destroy that vile race from the lands of our friends. I say this to those who are present, 
it is meant also for those who are absent. Moreover, Christ commands it.”

[Adapted from the chronicle of Fulcher of Chartres]

http://legacy.fordham.edu/halsall/source/urban2-5vers.html

Urban’s call had an immediate effect, fuelled by religious zeal and further stirred by 
the speeches of popular preachers. There were, however, a far wider range of factors 
that contributed to the popular response to Urban’s call.

Papal Indulgences; militant Christianity; the Holy Places and individual 
motives

The main motive for the First Crusade was undoubtedly religious. The Christian knights 
who embarked upon the armed pilgrimage wished to set the Holy Land free from the 
‘infidel’ and had a fanatical religious faith. There can be no doubt though, that the 
offer of a Papal Indulgence for all those taking part contributed to participation rates. 
A Papal Indulgence offered full or partial forgiveness of sins for taking the Cross 
and became a particular feature of the Catholic Church as the idea of purgatory took 
hold. In a time of religious fervour, the idea that a passage to heaven despite one’s 
sins would be guaranteed, was of great appeal and was one that was effectively used 
by the Catholic Church. This played an important propaganda role in spreading the 
appeal for an armed pilgrimage. 

Allied to this fervour was the make-up of Western society. Western society was to 
an extent composed of warriors, who viewed it as their religious duty to fight for the 
Cross. The arming of the pilgrimage was a vital factor, effectively giving rise to the 
idea of a militant Christianity. This appealed above all to the knightly class who 
viewed it as a battle for the Church against the heathen, or unbelievers. This was in 
many ways an important pre-condition for the growth of the Crusading ideal – instead 
of doing penance for war they now did war for penance.

Despite the original motive of the Crusade being essentially that of responding to 
the plea for help from the Christian Church in the East, it soon had a more definite 
objective in mind – to free the Holy Places and especially Jerusalem, the key word 
that produced a strong reaction. There had been a long tradition of pilgrimage to the 
Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem, especially from the tenth century with the belief that 
it was an effective way to salvation. The capture of Jerusalem by the Seljuk Turks in 
1065 had horrified the Christian community, who firmly believed it would now be a 
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more pious act to rescue the Holy Sepulchre from the infidels as opposed to merely 
undertaking a pilgrimage to it. The Crusade therefore became an extension of the 
pilgrimage, but with the attitudes of the time turning it into an armed pilgrimage.

In addition to these religious factors, there was undoubtedly a mixture of other factors 
that created individual motives for participation. Economic and social pressures 
played a part too. There was economic misery in parts of France in the eleventh 
century and a desire for a new life in a new land appealed to many. The eastern trade 
and traveller’s tales of the fabulous wealth of the East encouraged many to participate 
as a reward for their piety. The law of primogeniture, where the first born son inherits, 
had become accepted throughout Western Europe by this time. As a result, especially 
on the First Crusade, many younger sons participated in the hope of building up 
territories for themselves. 

 
Source 3: Urban II at Clermont. From a fifteenth century illumination



  

The Crusades c.1095-1149

11

The First Crusade

What factors contributed to the success of the First Crusade?

Leadership and the role of Byzantium

Urban’s call to arms had an immediate impact. Thousands flocked to take up the Cross, 
one of the most charismatic being a holy man, Peter the Hermit. Setting out from 
Berry in France in late 1095, he preached his way into Germany, reaching Cologne 
in early 1096. Playing on disaffection with the misery of life during this period, Peter’s 
band of followers soon swelled to significant proportions, attracted by the thought of 
emigration and spiritual forgiveness. Popularly called the ‘People’s Crusade’, it set 
out for Constantinople, the capital of the Byzantine Empire, with possibly as many 
as twenty thousand men, women and children as well as the inevitable opportunists 
and disaffected knights. 

The People’s Crusade was doomed to failure however. Their journey through Hungary 
was marred by constant pillaging and conflicts with Byzantine officials. Arriving at the 
capital, they were amicably greeted by the Emperor Alexius, but he wasted little time 
in transporting the multitudes across the Bosphorous to Turkey, where they proceeded 
to pillage the countryside, killing and torturing as they went along. In October 1096, 
whilst Peter was back in Constantinople attempting to gain further assistance from 
Alexius, some twenty thousand crusaders were ambushed by the Turks, with the 
slaughter being almost complete. It was an ominous start to the crusading movement.

The ‘official’ starting date for the crusade was August 1096. Thanks to the efforts 
of the Pope’s representative, Adhemar, Bishop of le Puy, the Crusade was well 
organized and had some sense of unity. Even though Urban may have expected 
the crusaders to set off as a single army, they did so separately. From southern 
France came Raymond, Count of Toulouse. From northern France came Hugh of 
Vermondois, the brother of the French King (who was excommunicated at the time), 
Robert, Count of Flanders, Stephen-Henry, Count of Blois and Robert, Duke 
of Normandy. Godfrey of Bouillon, who was the Duke of Lower Lorraine and his 
brother Baldwin came from the borders of France and Germany and from southern 
Italy came the Sicilian Norman Bohemund and his nephew Tancred. All had varying 
motives for going, ranging from religious fervour to the simple fact that the West had 
little to offer them, whereas the East offered the prospect of redemption and wealth.

Reaching Constantinople by various routes, in the late spring of 1097, the crusaders 
were not welcomed by the Byzantine Emperor Alexius, who had not anticipated the 
arrival of such a vast force of crusaders who would inevitably be tempted to plunder 
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the riches of his capital. The Greeks of Byzantium and the Latins of western Europe 
did not get along, both viewing each other with suspicion, but despite some reluctance, 
the western leaders were persuaded to swear an oath of allegiance to Alexius, who 
wasted no time in shipping the armies across the Bosphorus to begin the task of 
attacking the Turks.

 

The routes taken to the Holy Land by the Crusaders, 1096-99

Aims and early battles; the siege of Antioch

Although the aim of the crusaders was undoubtedly to capture Jerusalem for 
Christendom, many obstacles had to be overcome. Marching across Asia Minor, the 
army faced incredible hardships, not only in terms of the terrain and provisioning such 
a large force, but also in terms of learning how to adapt to the conditions. In June 1097, 
the force besieged Nicea, assisted by a Byzantine army, the city previously being part 
of the Byzantine Empire.  A counter attack by the Turks failed and eventually the city 
eventually surrendered on June 18th. Alexius, determined to prevent the crusaders 
from looting the city, forbade them entry under the terms of their oath. However, after 
amply rewarding them, the crusaders resumed their march towards Jerusalem, a 
journey that would take another two years.

The army now divided into two groups – one led by the French, the other by the 
Normans. Intending to meet up at Dorylaeum, the Normans were ambushed by a 
large Turkish force led by Kilij Arslan, the Sultan of Rum. However, the swift arrival of 
the French force took the Turks by surprise, who fled due to the fierce counter-attack. 
This important military and morale boosting victory was made sweeter by the capture 
of large amounts of treasure, which acted as a further stimulus for the crusaders.

Continuing their journey, the hardships faced grew. A ‘scorched earth’ policy adopted 
by the Turks resulted in shortages of food and water, the consequence being the 
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deaths of many men and horses through malnutrition and disease. The difficulties 
were made worse by the increasingly argumentative relationship between the various 
leaders, who were aiming to establish themselves in lands of their own at the expense 
of their rivals. Partly as a result of this, Baldwin with his forces swung north east and 
established himself in the city of Edessa.

By October 1097, the crusaders reached Antioch, which lay half way between 
Constantinople and Jerusalem. The city posed a significant challenge to the army, 
described by Stephen of Blois as “a great city beyond belief, very strong and 
unassailable”. There now came the most decisive engagement of the whole campaign. 
The city was well provisioned and the crusaders, who already had stretched and 
irregular supply lines, had to suffer winter conditions whilst besieging the city and 
waiting for the inevitable Turk attempts to relieve the siege. However, with a relief 
Turkish army on the way under Kerbogha of Mosul, Christian sympathizers in the 
city enabled the crusaders to gain access, which was followed by a general massacre 
of the Turkish inhabitants. Only four days later, the Turkish relief force arrived and the 
crusaders in turn now found themselves besieged. 

The problems were made worse by the fact that the Emperor Alexius had believed 
a rumour that the crusaders had already been defeated and killed, thereby failing to 
send any relief provisions or military aid. However, despite terrible conditions within the 
city, the crusaders were helped by internal fighting amongst their enemy. Kerbogha’s 
force was an alliance of different Muslim groups, mainly the Seljuks and the Fatimids 
of Egypt. Therefore on 28th June 1098, when the crusaders sought to engage the 
Muslim army, it was Kerbogha’s force who withdrew, the result being that the way to 
Jerusalem was now clear. 

Capture of Jerusalem; results

With the crusader army being able to be supplied by Christian ships in the eastern 
Mediterranean, the force proceeded south, only for increasing arguments between 
the leaders to delay progress. A lack of food and horses ensured their hardships 
continued, but at the start of 1099 the march resumed, without Bohemond who had 
laid claim to the city of Antioch.

In June 1099, the army reached Jerusalem, to find in it a Fatimid garrison facing 
them. Short of men and supplies and therefore lacking the capability to besiege the 
city, the crusaders decided upon an assault as the means of capturing their prize. 
A first assault was repulsed by the defenders, but the arrival of a fleet of Christian 
ships carrying military supplies gave the crusaders new heart. Two large siege 
towers were constructed and on 13th July the main assault began. A vicious fight 
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ensued for two days, until a force under Godfrey of Bouillon breached the defences. 
The defenders rallied to make a last stand at the al-Aqsa Mosque, but eventually 
surrendered to Tancred, promising to pay a large ransom for their safety. However, 
the ferociousness of the battle had inflamed the crusaders and what followed was 
an almost complete massacre of Jerusalem’s Muslim and Jewish inhabitants. Their 
mission accomplished, the crusaders held a solemn ceremony in the Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre and the next day Godfrey of Bouillon was chosen to be the ruler of 
Jerusalem. 

 

Source 4: The Siege of Jerusalem 1099, from a 13th century miniature

The success of the Crusade in conquering the country was astounding given the 
conditions faced. However, the crusaders were now faced with the problems of 
governing and defending it. The fact that many crusaders now sought to return home, 
now that their mission was complete, worsened the situation. In 1100 Godfrey died, 
to be replaced by his brother Baldwin who took no time in taking the title King of 
Jerusalem. One result of the Crusade was that it served as an inspiration to Christians 
in Europe to take up arms to fight infidels in neighbouring countries. Crusaders who 
returned home were treated as heroes and although successful in war, the First 
Crusade and the brutality of its actions, created a rift between Christianity and Islam 
that would not be healed.
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The Crusader Kingdoms

What was life like for the Crusaders living in Outremer?

Establishment of the Crusader kingdoms – Edessa, Antioch, Tripoli, Jerusalem
The immediate consequence of the First Crusade was the setting up the Crusader 
kingdoms, otherwise known as Outremer. Outremer was composed of four 
kingdoms – Edessa, Antioch, Tripoli and Jerusalem. Baldwin already had Edessa; 
Bohemond became ruler of the vital area of Antioch; Tripoli was given to Raymond 
in consolation for Jerusalem and as previously mentioned, upon Godfrey’s death his 
brother Baldwin became King of Jerusalem.

The Crusader States after the First Crusade

The First Crusade was successful because it had Byzantine help. However, the 
crusaders quarrelled with Byzantium because they felt that Alexius had deserted them 
at Antioch. For his part, Alexius was bitter because he wanted the lost province of 
Antioch to be returned to Byzantium. The Western leaders had sworn an oath of 
allegiance to him and he felt they had betrayed him. As a result, both the Byzantines 
and the crusaders were prepared to ally with the Muslims against each other, an 
issue that was to undermine the Crusader kingdoms. Outremer was also strategically 
difficult to hold. Edessa lay open to Muslim attack. The other three states were thin 
and long and therefore had to be defended by a long line of castles, lacking any 
natural defence against attack. 
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Difficulties encountered; integration with Muslims and Jews

A crucial factor in terms of the difficulties encountered, was also the shortage of 
available manpower, which meant that no further advances could be made. Indeed, 
the state of Jerusalem had knights numbering a few hundred rather than thousands 
and this was barely enough to hold on to territory that had been captured. The high 
death rate of children was another factor that would cause long term manpower 
difficulties. For the most part, the population of Outremer mainly consisted of Muslims 
and Jews and in light of the massacre that took place when Jerusalem was captured 
they were not likely to be loyal to the crusaders. It was therefore clear that the survival 
of the crusader kingdoms was in no way assured.

Outremer was organized as a classic example of a feudal state. The Church played a 
large part in running Outremer but it was often the case that the policies of the Church 
differed from those of the rulers of the kingdoms. The Crusading kingdoms also 
depended upon the cooperation of the Italian city ports, Genoa for example, and as a 
result of this they formed a separate interest group. The crusaders moved relatively 
quickly to secure the coastal cities with Haifa and Acre taken in 1104, Beirut and Sidon 
in 1110 and Tyre in 1124. However, the spread of crusader power over many of the 
inland regions was slow, held up and sometimes pushed back by the Seljuk Turks. As 
such, the control the crusaders exerted over the region was often weak.

 A major problem facing the crusaders in terms of settlement was the fact that the 
area was populated by a large variety of races and therefore religions. For example, 
there were Jews, Zoroastrians, Christians of various denominations, Greek Orthodox, 
Muslims both Sunni and Shi’a. Controlling such a diverse population was inevitably 
difficult. Many massacres appear to have taken place during the early years, but 
these proved to be counterproductive since the cooperation of the conquered peoples 
was needed to defend and administer the captured areas, which in itself was difficult 
due to the shortage of available manpower. 

The result of this necessity was an inevitable degree of interaction and integration 
between Christians, Jews and Muslims. This to a certain extent even extended to the 
Christians’ relations with their Muslim neighbours, particularly in terms of trade and 
as a result periods of truce were often negotiated. Although the Jews and Muslims 
were considered to be the lowest level of society in the Crusader States, there was a 
degree of religious toleration. Both creeds were allowed to visit Jerusalem for example, 
but not to live there. The majority of the native Christians of varying denominations, 
such as Armenians, Jacobites and Maronites were allowed religious freedom and 
intermarriage among the nobility was not uncommon. The treatment of the Jews 
was relatively fair, especially considering the pogroms that were common in Western 
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Europe. No anti-Jewish pogroms took place in the Crusader States and they could 
generally practise their religion freely.

In terms of everyday life, agriculture formed the basis of the Outremer economy. 
For the native peasantry life continued as it had done previously. The coastal areas 
were fertile and supported many different crops and as such the farming peasantry 
were reasonably well treated, given their economic importance. However, the urban 
areas saw considerable development. The ports of Tyre and Acre became important 
economic centres and commercial and political links were established with the Italian 
cities of Venice, Genoa and Pisa who saw considerable commercial opportunities in 
trading with the Crusader States which were also of course the gateway to the Far 
East.

The economy was also helped by the number of pilgrims who visited the area after the 
capture of Jerusalem, spending on provisions and making donations to the Church. 
Products such as fish, vegetables, sugar, oils, wine and especially spices provided the 
backbone of the crusader economy. Various taxes on these goods helped to maintain 
the administration of the region. 

Overall though, it was the crucial issue of manpower shortages that would weaken the 
Crusader States, as well as the resurgent power of their Muslim enemies. For despite 
the many that came to Outremer, a large proportion of them returned to Europe, their 
pilgrimage complete. The lack of permanent settlers meant that permanent settlement 
of the region and therefore control over the Holy Places would prove difficult to maintain.
 

Source 5: An illustration showing the building of a church in Outremer. It is taken from a 
chronicle written by William, the Archbishop of Tyre, part of the kingdom of Jerusalem
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The Second Crusade

What were the main factors behind the failure of the Second Crusade?

Reasons for the Second Crusade

Outremer was essentially a combination of states, of sometimes conflicting interests, 
organised for defence. The loyalty of the population was doubtful at best, especially 
since memories of the Jerusalem massacre lingered. The interests of the Church 
did not always match up with those of the governing powers and the creation of two 
military orders, the Knights Hospitaller and the Knights Templar, created more 
opportunity for division. When added to the reliance of Outremer upon the Italian 
trading cities for supplies, it was clear that its situation was precarious.

For any chance of survival, Outremer needed the Muslim world to be disunited, whilst 
the crusaders needed to be united and flexible in their tactics, including being able to 
negotiate. Indeed, from around 1100 to 1144, Outremer was reasonably successful. 
However, the threat from the Muslims increased when Zengi became Emir of Mosul. 
The first sign of a sustained threat came when Zengi defeated Count Baldwin II of 
Edessa outside Damascus in 1129. Fifteen years later in 1144, Zengi took advantage 
of the recent death of King Fulk of Jerusalem to besiege Edessa, the most vulnerable 
and poorly governed of the crusader states. At this point, relations between Edessa 
and Antioch were poor and consequently, no attempt was made by Antioch to help 
their neighbour. As a result, the first of the crusading states fell.

The fall of Edessa was a great shock to western Christendom, although given the fact 
it was strategically exposed and had essentially been taken to satisfy the greed of 
Baldwin, its loss was in some ways to be expected. However, the effect of its loss in 
Europe was deeply felt. It was widely assumed that Jerusalem might fall and thereby 
the entire idea of the Holy Places being retained for Christendom. In 1145, therefore, 
Pope Eugenius III proclaimed the Second Crusade in the Papal Bull Quantum 
Praedecessores.

‘We exhort therefore all of you in God, we ask and command, and, for the remission 
of sins enjoin: that those who are of God, and, above all, the greater men and the 
nobles do manfully gird themselves; and that you strive so to oppose the multitude 
of the infidels, who rejoice at the time in a victory gained over us, and so to defend 
the oriental church – freed from their tyranny by so great an outpouring of the blood 
of your fathers, as we have said, - and to snatch many thousands of your captive 
brothers from their hands’

An extract from the Papal Bull, Quantum Praedecessores
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Participants and problems

A crucial role in securing support for the crusade was played by Bernard of Clairvaux, 
a famous French Cistercian abbot and reformer. The religious prestige of Bernard 
was enormous and his enthusiastic championing of the cause added momentum to 
a cause that had initially received a relatively lukewarm reception. However, the fact 
that King Louis VII of France had apparently been contemplating a pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land persuaded Eugenius to reissue the bull in March 1146. Bernard was given 
permission to preach the call to crusade, the most important being made in a council 
called at Vezelay at the end of March 1146.

Bernard’s speech at Vezelay had the desired effect. In front of a huge crowd, the 
results of his oratory were dramatic – King Louis prostrated himself before the Abbot 
who sombrely attached the Pope’s cross to the King’s cloak. The effect upon Louis’ 
wife Eleanor of Aquitaine and the assembled princes and lords, was equally dramatic 
and recruitment for the crusade was underway. Determined to ensure its success, 
Bernard now embarked upon a tour through Lorraine, Flanders and into Germany. 
The immediate impact in Germany was an outbreak of anti-Semitism, but it was 
soon turned into a mini crusade against the Slavonic pagans. However, after hearing 
Bernard preach at Speyer in 1146, the German King Conrad III agreed to join Louis in 
the expedition to the Holy Land.

 

Route of the Second Crusade
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The Crusade however, faced many problems. Cooperation between the forces soon 
proved to be a difficult issue. It was apparent from early on that neither Louis, who was 
a devout, sensitive Christian nor Conrad, who despite being considered to be brave, 
was indecisive, were what may be considered to be true crusaders. Louis’ decision to 
take his queen Eleanor of Aquitaine also proved to be disastrous to the Crusade as 
well as to his marriage.

An attempt to retake Edessa had failed in 1146, when forces under Zengi’s successor 
Nul ad-Din, prevailed. During the previous decades, Muslim forces had become more 
accustomed to the tactics used by the heavily armoured knights of the West and 
whereas the First Crusade had been successful due to the cooperation and support 
of the Byzantine Empire, such support was not forthcoming this time. The Byzantine 
Emperor Manuel had concluded a peace agreement with the Turks in 1147, which 
was considered treachery by the crusaders. The Norman knights of Sicily under Roger 
II refused to take part which further weakened the effectiveness of the force.

Reasons for the failure of the Second Crusade

The factors previously mentioned undoubtedly contributed to the failure of the Second 
Crusade. Both German and French forces decided to take the land route through the 
Byzantine Empire, with the intention being that the forces meet up in Constantinople. 
However, the German army of approximately 20,000 reached Byzantium first and 
encountered a frosty reception from Manuel. Fearing an attack from the Germans, 
Byzantine troops were deployed with the result being regular skirmishes between 
the forces. A severe flood resulted in the deaths of some of the German army, but 
in September they reached Constantinople, despite Manuel’s requests not to do so. 
However, after a quarrel with Manuel which resulted in violence between the Germans 
and Byzantines, Conrad decided not to wait for the French, but to proceed into 
Asia Minor as soon as possible.

Trying to follow the path of the First Crusade, Conrad’s army split in two. Poor 
reconnaissance would lead to disaster at Dorylaeum in October. Having been 
observed on their march by Seljuk scouts, the German army was attacked as it rested. 
The result was a comprehensive defeat and massacre with estimates as high as 
18,000 out of 20,000 being killed or wounded. Conrad escaped with the remainder 
of his army which was regularly harried by the Seljuks. As a fighting force however, it 
was finished and it now began a slow retreat to Constantinople.
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The Crusade now became a French expedition. Taking the coast road, Louis believed 
his army would be safe in Byzantine territory, but they regularly came under attack 
from Seljuk forces. Conrad and the remains of his beaten army met the French at 
Nicea. However, Conrad soon fell seriously ill and as a result he was forced to 
return to Constantinople. The French pushed inland often being attacked by Seljuk 
forces, before they were able to reach the relative peace of the port of Antalya. Having 
just about been able to assemble enough ships for the crossing to Antioch, the force 
arrived in March 1148. Lacking Byzantine support, since Roger II of Sicily had invaded 
the empire, the crusaders were much reduced in numbers.

The weakness of the army, even when reinforced by crusaders already in the East, 
meant that no major offensive could take place, even if one could be agreed upon. At 
Antioch, the force had been greeted by Raymond of Poitiers, the Prince of Antioch 
who was also Eleanor of Aquitaine’s uncle. Raymond wanted Louis to attack Aleppo, 
the Muslim city that was the gateway to Edessa. Louis, however, wanted to finish 
his pilgrimage to Jerusalem and when Eleanor, who had allegedly had an affair with 
Raymond, threatened to divorce Louis if he did not fulfil the military aspect of the 
crusade, Louis had her arrested and set out with the army on the journey to Jerusalem.

The crusaders assembled at Jerusalem, joined the recovered Conrad and the rest of 
the German troops. At the Council of Acre in June 1148, it was agreed to attack the 
city of Damascus, which despite being rich, was in need of allies since it was being 
threatened by Zengi’s son, Nur ad-Din. The decision was a disaster, especially since 
the Muslims were prepared for the attack. After suffering numerous attacks from the 
assembled Muslim forces and lacking support from the local crusader lords, Louis 
and Conrad decided upon retreat, thus bringing an undignified end to the Second 
Crusade.

The results of the failure were soon apparent. The Christian cause was weakened and 
the Muslim world strengthened. Hostility between the West and the crusading states 
increased, as did the idea that the crusade had been betrayed by the Byzantines. 
The German and French monarchies were weakened and significant damage to the 
crusaders’ military reputation had been done. Enthusiasm for further crusades was 
seriously diminished and for forty years Europe became more concerned with its own 
politics than by the growing threat from the increasingly united Muslim world.
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Source 6: The siege of Damascus 1148

The importance of the Crusades

Why were the Crusades important during this period?

The Crusading Orders

Following the First Crusade, Crusading Orders were established that sought to 
combine the religious and military elements of medieval life. Some combined these 
elements with charitable purposes and their existence was to capture the very idea of 
medieval chivalry. The orders were essentially military monasticism, answerable only 
to the Pope and devoted to the defence of the Crusader Kingdom. The orders were 
also mainly composed of lay brothers, being grouped into two ranks, that of knight and 
sergeant.

The Order of the Knights of Saint John of Jerusalem, or more commonly, the 
Knights Hospitaller, had been slowly developing during the late eleventh century, but it 
received its papal confirmation in 1113, following its founding by the Blessed Gerard. 
As the name suggested, the Hospital of St John of Jerusalem, had originally been 
founded to take medical care of pilgrims. In Jerusalem it had a hospice and infirmary, 
which was said to be able to accommodate two thousand patients and was staffed by 
well qualified doctors, at least by the standards of the age. By 1130, the Hospitallers 
had also assumed a military role, with several castles being built by the order, the most 
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famous being Krak de Chevaliers. The order received considerable financial support 
from Europe as well as gifts of land which were divided into provinces or ‘priories’.

In 1119, a French knight, Hugh de Payens, asked King Baldwin for support for a new 
order to offer protection to pilgrims. The order, the Poor Knights of Christ and the 
Temple of Solomon, or the Knights Templar, was established in the Temple of 
Solomon, the old al-Aqsa Mosque. Bernard of Clairvaux enthusiastically endorsed 
the new order and it soon grew in numbers and also in terms of its wealth. The 
Templars soon gained considerable support in the Church and in 1129 at the Council 
of Troyes, Bernard persuaded leading Church figures to officially approve the Order. 
As a result the Templars received charitable donations seeing its financial and military 
power grow. It was organised as a monastic order, similar in many ways to Bernard’s 
Cistercian Order of monks. However, it was through its fearsome military prowess that 
the Order gained fame, with its knights renowned for their training, courage and heavy 
armament. The red cross of martyrdom that the Templars wore on their robes became 
an iconic image of the Crusades.

The Templars also developed banking and moneylending activities, with their 
convents being used as places where pilgrims could deposit money and jewels. The 
deposits could in some cases be transferred from convent to convent, thus making 
pilgrims less of an attractive target for thieves. In this way, the Templars initiated early 
banking techniques.

Therefore in many respects, the Crusading Orders played an important religious, 
charitable, medical, financial and of course military role in the Crusades. Their success 
was directly linked to the success of the Crusaders and when the wars began to turn 
against Western Christendom, so did their fortunes.

The development of castle technology

The success of the First Crusade had been the result of organization, military strength 
and the disunity of the enemy. After the fall of Jerusalem it now became vital to 
secure the territorial gains through a series of fortifications that would consolidate the 
conquests of the crusaders. Between 1100 and 1300 crusader castles were built that 
represented the latest thinking in castle technology and that were imposing fortresses 
that defended the crusader lands.
 
The crusaders had encountered advanced fortifications on their way to Jerusalem. 
Constantinople, Nicea, Edessa, Antioch, Tyre, Acre and Jerusalem were significant 
fortifications, all surrounded by at least double walls and moats. As a consequence of 
their experiences, the crusaders soon became acquainted with the latest developments 
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in fortification building, many of which were greatly superior to what had at that time 
been developed in the West. This would influence the designs of crusader castles 
that were to dominate the landscape and become iconic features of the crusader 
states. Although the castles were originally built as defensive bases, their design also 
allowed them to be used as bases for attacks.

The most famous and important of the castles constructed was Krak de Chevaliers. 
In 1142 the original Kurdish castle was given to the Knights Hospitaller by Raymond, 
Count of Tripoli. The Hospitallers immediately began to rebuild the castle which 
became the administrative centre of the region. The design of Krak de Chevaliers 
and many of the crusader castles would influence the building of European castles, 
particularly in terms of the concentric design, the development of round towers to 
prevent undermining and the use of curtain walls as extra layers of defence. These 
fortifications would also incorporate elements of the West, in terms of some of the 
Gothic architecture that was part of their design.

 
Source 7: Krak de Chevaliers
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Importance of the First and Second Crusades; interpretations of the 
Crusading movement

The First and Second Crusades were each in their own right, of tremendous importance. 
The success of the First Crusade provided an enormous boost to the prestige of 
the Papacy and considerably aided it in its on-going battle with the Holy Roman 
Empire during the Investiture Contest. Spiritual, moral and political power now came 
from Rome. To a certain extent after the First Crusade, the emperor was ignored while 
the Pope assumed the leadership of Europe, therefore giving the victory to the 
Papacy. In terms of the Investiture Contest, the result was disastrous for the German 
emperors. To the French and Normans taking the cross, the emperor was merely the 
ruler of Germany and parts of Italy and not the head of Christendom. In Germany itself 
the ensuing years would see a rise in the power of the nobility, the ignoring of royal 
rights and the decline in the power of the empire.

Conversely, the importance of the Second Crusade can be measured in terms of the 
damage it did to the crusading movement. There can be no doubt that the Christian 
cause in the East was greatly weakened. The lack of a common objective and the 
antagonistic relationship with the Byzantine Empire had contributed to the disaster 
of the military campaign, as well as the resurgence of a united Islam. In the hunt 
for scapegoats, the failure was attributed to the treachery of the Byzantine emperor. 
Bernard of Clairvaux, humiliated by the failure of the Crusade, enthusiastically adopted 
this stance. As a result, the split between the Orthodox Greek Church of the East and 
the Roman Catholic Church was widened and relations deteriorated considerably. In 
France and Germany, the position of the monarchy suffered due to the long absence 
of Louis and Conrad, with royal authority being greatly weakened. The failure of the 
military campaign also gave great confidence to the Muslim world which now sought 
to increase the pressure on the Crusader States. Within twenty years of the failure of 
the Second Crusade, the Muslims would become united under Saladin, who would 
successfully take Jerusalem in 1187, an event that would lead to the Third Crusade.

Unsurprisingly, there are many different interpretations of the Crusading movement, 
especially in terms of Western and Eastern judgements. The term ‘crusade’ has come 
to mean a noble struggle for a just cause in some people’s view, but by others it is 
viewed as another term for an aggressive war. The Crusades themselves have often 
been portrayed in the West as a heroic, chivalric movement, whereas in the East they 
are viewed as barbarous and imperialist. 

In the centuries following the Crusades, the literature of Western Europe represented 
the movement as a noble adventure, fuelled by mass religious enthusiasm. Popular 
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literature romanticised the idea of the chivalrous knights taking up the cross and 
undertaking great deeds. By the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, a period when 
there was a renewed interest in the Crusades, the history written further reinforced 
the romantic idea of the movement. In France for example, writers such as Francois 
Rene-Chateaubriand portrayed the Crusades in a glorified light, event to the extent 
of undertaking a personal pilgrimage to the Holy Land, recounted in his travelogue 
Journey from Paris to Jerusalem, published in 1811.

I journeyed to the Holy Land in 1806 with the same noble ideas, feelings and aims of 
the great Crusader pilgrims of hundreds of years ago. The morality and justice of the 
Crusades should not be questioned. Whilst on my journey, I was made a knight of the 
Holy Sepulchre Church at the site of Christ’s tomb and vowed to recover it from the 
rule of the infidel.

An extract from ‘Journey from Paris to Jerusalem’

In fiction too, novels written by people such as Sir Walter Scott created their own 
mythology around the exploits of the noble crusaders. In religious terms, Catholics 
tended to view them in a positive light, whereas Protestant historians adopted a more 
negative stance.

In the Muslim world, the Crusades did not, over the centuries, receive the same amount 
of attention as they did in the West, possibly due to the fact that it was the Turks 
who were largely responsible for the defeat of the crusaders and that the Ottoman 
Empire then kept Arab nationalism suppressed for the duration of its existence. Today, 
a common Muslim view is that of the Crusades being an example of hostility towards 
Islam. Whereas in the West the crusading idea was one of liberating the Holy Land, in 
the Muslim world the Crusades are often referred to as the ‘Frankish invasions’.
The Crusades are also negatively viewed by the Jewish community due to the 
numerous acts of violence and even atrocities committed against them. Even though 
no Crusade was ever declared against Jews, anti-Semitic outbreaks of violence 
inevitably accompanied the calling of a Crusade, despite the occasional attempts of 
the Church to prevent such occurrences. There can be no doubt however, that one 
lasting legacy of the Crusades was a feeling of animosity.
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Social and cultural effects of the Crusades

How did the Crusades affect European life during this period?

Religious intolerance

Despite the occasional tolerance of other faiths in the Crusader states, one important 
effect of the Crusades was an increase in religious intolerance throughout Europe, 
with a hardening of attitudes being a marked feature of the period. Intolerance 
between Christian and Muslim, Christian and Jew and even Christian and Christian 
was prevalent during and after the period of the Crusades. 

The calling of the First Crusade had an immediate impact not only in terms of the 
amount of people taking the cross, but also in the violence it provoked towards the 
Jews. Episodes such as the killing of several thousand Jews in the Rhine Valley 
as the First Crusade passed through characterised the persecution of the Jews 
throughout this period and beyond. The capture of Jerusalem of course culminated 
in the massacre of Jews and Muslims, an episode whose legacy would shape future 
events in the region. During the preaching of the Second Crusade, the Church made 
considerable efforts to prevent a repeat of widespread anti-Semitism and an outbreak 
of pogroms. For example, Bernard of Clairvaux had stressed that the Jews were not 
to be persecuted and he played an important role in reining in anti-Jewish activity 
in Germany. However, anti-Semitism undoubtedly flourished during and after the 
Crusading period.

Religious intolerance was clearly the defining feature of relations between Christendom 
and Islam during the period. The Crusades, born out of religious fervour and the need 
to stem the tide of Islam, acted as a powerful incentive to the growth of religious 
intolerance. Holy war against Muslim, Jew or pagan was seen as an act of redemption, 
fuelled by the Papal Indulgence. Despite the inevitable cultural and economic 
interaction between the faiths that in many ways proved beneficial to Christendom 
and to Islam, the fundamental religious divide characterised by fear and loathing, 
would be a lasting legacy of the Crusades.

Developments in trade; significance for science and language

Nevertheless, there were certainly benefits to the Crusades that had extremely 
important implications for Europe and beyond. The Crusades instigated an expansion 
of trade that defined the period, with a consequent rise in living standards in Europe. 
European merchants imported more spices, furnishings, jewellery, perfumes, 
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medicines and other commodities than ever before. European timber, horses and 
grain were part of many commodities that made the return journey east. There can 
be no doubt that the Crusades stimulated demand for oriental goods, new tastes and 
products such as cane sugar, citrus fruits, dates, figs, cotton textiles, fine leather work, 
paper and enamels.

The expansion of trade had many other consequences. The endless demand for the 
transportation of manpower and supplies to the Crusader States stimulated ship-
building and as this improved the design of ships. The main beneficiaries of the 
Crusades were undoubtedly the Italian city ports. During this period, Genoa, Venice 
and Pisa saw their influence and therefore wealth expand enormously due to the 
opening up and constant use of supply routes to the East. Another consequence of 
this was their growing involvement in the overland trade to China, which when the 
routes were eventually closed by the Turks, would stimulate the expansion of trading 
links elsewhere. Italian banking facilities expanded and became an important part 
of European finance.  

During this period, Eastern civilization was in many ways intellectually and culturally 
superior to the West. The result of the interaction was a dissemination of knowledge 
acquired by the Crusaders. Advances in science, the arts, geography, physics, 
philosophy, mathematics, hygiene and architecture informed European life and 
permeated western society. In the preceding centuries of Muslim conquest, ancient 
Greek and Roman works had been preserved and translated into Arabic. As a result 
of the Crusades many works were now brought back to Europe and translated into 
Latin. In the field of mathematics for example, algebra and algorithm are Arab words, 
associated with the works of al-Khwarizmi, one of Islam’s great mathematicians. In 
the twelfth century, Gerard of Cremona translated many works including Ptolemy’s 
Almagest, an important source of information on ancient Greek astronomy. The wealth 
of knowledge acquired from classical Greek and Roman works would help spark the 
later Renaissance in Europe.

European language was also affected by the Crusades. Arab words were borrowed, 
copied and adapted by the Crusaders, such as syrup, sher-bet, elixir and even 
assassin. The Crusades also served as an inspiration for new literature in the form 
of legends, stories, chronicles, histories, eye-witness accounts and songs such as 
Chanson de Geste, which recounted romantic tales of chivalrous knights and their 
deeds. Of course, probably the most important word acquired from the period is 
crusade itself, with all its associated and varied connotations.
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Political impact upon Europe

The Crusades also had an important political impact upon Europe. One of the most 
obvious was the increase in the power of the Papacy and the general wealth of the 
Church. The Crusades established the primacy of the Papacy above the European 
monarchies in terms of the religious leadership of Christendom. Many Crusaders sold 
or mortgaged their possessions to the Church and bequests served to further increase 
its wealth.

Medieval feudalism was also undermined by the Crusades. Crusaders who as 
mentioned above sold or mortgaged their lands in order to raise money for their 
expeditions often failed to return and in many case their estates reverted to the crown. 
The decline in the influence of the knightly class contributed to the increase in power 
of the monarchy as internal warfare between nobles slowly declined.

However, one of the most important effects of the Crusades was that they acted as 
a check to the expansion of Islamic power during this period. The spread of Islam 
had continued unabated up until this period and as a result of the Crusades, the fall 
of Constantinople was delayed for another three hundred years. The result was that 
by the fifteenth century, Western Christendom was in a stronger position to check 
the advance of the Turks. When the Turks later closed the overland routes to the 
East, it served as a stimulus for the period of history characterised by the voyages of 
discovery, with one of the primary purposes being the search for new routes to Asia 
and the wealth it possessed. Like the Crusades, these voyages would bring western 
civilization into contact and conflict with peoples of different races and religions, with 
all the problems that such events would entail.

 
Source 8: An illustration from Chanson de Geste
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