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A

Students might like to trace the shape and gather that it might suggest a human 
frame. They might become aware that the poem is about physicality and the steady 
pattern of the verses juxtaposed with features of the body reflects this. There is an 
obvious form and structure. There should be discussion of the couplets and how they 
suggest different aspects of the subject’s physical and mental condition.  The title 
would suggest a chase or an investigation. Students should be guided to the idea that 
it is indeed a search but by whom and for whom.  There are elements of joy in the first 2 
lines. THE Manhunt might be about a particular man. The speaker’s perhaps.

B

Students should read the poem closely and address and note the use of language. 
They should identify and comment upon the sudden reality and exposure of this 
relationship. They should be aware of the conditional nature of some of the phrases 
and the halting progression of the exploration of the two people. The intimate nature 
of the two should be recognised as well as the use of first person.  There will be some 
discussion of imagery. 

C 

Students should pick up the sense of touching something delicate and beautiful as well 
as something that has been badly damaged.  Somebody might mention fragility again 
and that we are only human.  There is a bossy voice there too. “Mind and attend” is part 
of the voice’s duty or it may be directed at us.  There should be discussion of why this 
might be. There should be an awareness too of moving down the body. 

D

The rhythm of these lines and the final word ‘rest’ will only be conveyed by a voice 
(preferably clear and strong).  There will perhaps be discussion of the use of ‘foetus’ and 
‘scan’ and what they imply and the use of the word ‘rest’ and its full stop. Some might 
suggest this is a wife or lover speaking. 

Activities
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E

Students should be affected by the poem. There should be discussion of its impact and 
perhaps further discussion of the effects of violence and trauma on the mind, as well as 
the body.   

F 

Students might be expected to be very moved by this poem which focuses intensely 
on the damage to the human body by outside forces whatever those might be. Simon 
Armitage has focused on the physical damage initially and then shockingly on the 
catastrophic effect on the brain. The Manhunt is ironic since this man might never be 
found again as he once was. 

These Teachers’ Notes, provided to support the teaching and learning of GCSE English 
Literature, contain some ideas which teachers could use to stimulate discussion and 
debate, in conjunction with other materials and sound classroom teaching.


