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A

Students may identify the sense of authority and arrogance of the bird. The mood and 
tone of the poem may be considered direct and uncompromising. The selection of 
references in support of students’ views will vary. Students could complete this task in 
pairs or individually.

B

Students might be directed to the use of language such as the possessive personal 
pronoun and how nature is presented (set out for his use). They should also note a 
slightly militaristic tone to the stanzas and the fact that he can do everything without 
even having to use the senses – “my eyes closed”.  The bird is superior to man and that 
affects how he thinks and looks at things.

C

Students might be encouraged to read aloud and note both tone and the strength of 
the voice and where the stresses are. The language, structure and punctuation add to 
the sense of unhurried certainty and arrogance. There is some enjambment but largely 
the statements are finite and not debatable. 

D

The use of first person should suggest ownership and the lack of ‘decorative’ imagery 
suggests that the subject is telling the plain and simple truth. The placing of the sun 
will be significant. Students might offer various interpretations of an allotment in this 
context. The repetition of ‘my’ and ‘no’ might indicate certainty in its own power and 
purpose. References to its functional nature and perfect creation like ‘hooked’ and, 
startlingly, ‘through the bones of the living’ suggest the bird might be a threat to man 
and nature alike. ‘No change’ and ‘tearing off heads’ emphasise that it is very efficient. 
Students might consider functionality in everyday life. Students will be encouraged to 
think about the perfection of nature and maybe what we are doing to it – especially 
creatures we humans consider predatory.

Activities
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E

The use of first person should suggest ownership and the lack of ‘decorative’ imagery 
suggests that the subject is telling the plain and simple truth. The placing of the sun 
will be significant. Students might offer various interpretations of an allotment in this 
context. The repetition of ‘my’ and ‘no’ might indicate certainty in its own power and 
purpose. References to its functional nature and perfect creation like ‘hooked’ and, 
startlingly, ‘through the bones of the living’ suggest the bird might be a threat to man 
and nature alike. ‘No change’ and ‘tearing off heads’ emphasise that it is very efficient. 
Students might consider functionality in everyday life. Students will be encouraged to 
think about the perfection of nature 9and maybe what we are doing to it – especially 
creatures we humans consider predatory.)

F

Almost every line ends with some form of punctuation. This might suggest dramatic 
pause, or emphasis, or the lack of a need to hurry along the creature’s message. This 
is an overwhelming ego. The regular form of the verses might suggest order (natural 
order?) There is a certainty and assuredness about the whole thing and this is enhanced 
by technique. 

These Teachers’ Notes, provided to support the teaching and learning of GCSE English 
Literature, contain some ideas which teachers could use to stimulate discussion and 
debate, in conjunction with other materials and sound classroom teaching.


