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A

Students should be encouraged to look for where the subject matter changes, the 
punctuation breaks or there is a change of focus in order to work out the structure of 
the poem.  While other structures may be decided upon, the three highlighted sections 
may elicit discussion about the way the poet 

•	 sets the scene 

•	 describes the activity of skating  

•	 explores the connection between man and nature.

B

Able students may perceive the poet’s use of images of a cosy domestic scene here 
in the first three lines.  The use of ‘cottage’ and the idea of the warmth and welcome 
suggested by ‘through the twilight blaz’d’ may be noticed by some students.  The 
essentially rural setting of the poem is important to convey Wordsworth’s Romantic 
ideas in the poem, as is the idea of the poet being drawn by nature rather than the 
mundane life of domesticity. 

C

Some focused discussion of these lines may elicit ideas about the innocence and simple 
joy conveyed here. The highlighted adjectives should help to clarify how the mood 
is achieved.  For example, the use of ‘happy time’ may suggest to students a simple, 
uncomplicated reaction to a childhood memory.  ‘Proud and exulting’ may convey a 
sense of independence and a glorying in his freedom.  ‘Confederate’ may need some 
explanation of its connotations of companionable togetherness in a joint venture with 
other children.

The simile of the ‘tir’d horse’ highlights this sense of freedom and independence, 
echoing the earlier reference to the ‘summons’ which the poet resists.  The image of the 
horse may also be seen as symbolising the free spirit of nature, one of the key ideas of 
Romantic literature.

Activities
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D

Students should examine more closely the way language is used for effect here.  The 
use of ‘clear and loud’ to describe the tolling bell evokes the stillness of a cloudless, 
unpolluted sky on a frosty night and both adjectives are monosyllabic, simple, familiar 
words which have a child-like simplicity.  

The striking and conscious use of sibilance in ‘hiss’d along the polish’d ice’ is meant to 
recreate to sound of blade on ice.

The sounds of the ‘resounding horn’ and ‘the Pack loud bellowing’ refer to a traditional 
hunt with which the children are compared.  (Students may need to understand the 
different stance towards hunting prevalent in the 19th century.)  He uses this metaphor 
to suggest that the noise, excitement and speed of the children’s activity. 

E

Students may readily identify the poet’s memories of childhood as an exciting, happy, 
energetic time.  His relish for the outdoors, an active life and the natural world is clear.  
The immediacy and intensity of childhood experience highlighted here reflects the 
Romantic ideal of childhood as a state of innocence and closeness to nature.  The 
prompt question should lead towards a discussion of literary context. 

F

Students might notice that nature in these lines becomes less benevolent.  The sound 
evoked by ‘tinkled’, for example’ is unthreatening and childish whereas the ‘alien 
sound of melancholy’ has a different tone.  Other words and phrases which signal this 
more serious tone may be offered, such ‘precipices’ ‘icy crag’ and ‘leafless tress’, all of 
which are consciously chosen to create a more ambiguous impression of nature.  The 
personification of nature implied by ‘into the tumult sent an alien sound of melancholy’ 
makes it seem active and aware rather than a passive canvas on which humans act.  The 
dying of the evening light may symbolise the fading of childish emotions such as simple 
joy, another aspect of Romantic attitudes.  Maybe the reference to the poet’s growing 
awareness of this is suggested by the phrase, ‘not unnoticed’.

These Teachers’ Notes, provided to support the teaching and learning of GCSE English 
Literature, contain some ideas which teachers could use to stimulate discussion and 
debate, in conjunction with other materials and sound classroom teaching.


