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Theme 3 – Issues of Good and Evil (content from a Christian perspective) 

Lesson Area of 
Study 

Specific Content Concepts Resources Possible Learning 
Activities 

1 Introduction/
Crime and 
Punishment 

Defining what is 
‘wrong’; relative and 
absolute morality, 
conscience, virtues 
and sin 

Good/evil; 
morality; 
punishment; sin 

Individual whiteboards; definitions game 
with matching for key concepts and their 
meanings; dictionaries; Genesis 3 
 

Brainstorm on 
crime and 
punishment; ask 
the question ‘What 
is wrong?’ 

2 Crime and 
Punishment 

The causes of crime 
and aims of 
punishment: justice, 
retribution, 
deterrence and 
reformation; how 
we treat criminals 
and the work of 
prison 
chaplains/reformers 

Forgiveness; 
justice; 
punishment; 
suffering 

Matthew 5 The Beatitudes and Jesus’ 
counter to an ‘eye for an eye’ (5:38); 
http://www.bankofengland.co.uk/banknote
s/Pages/current/current_5.aspx (an 
introduction to Elizabeth Fry);  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LfE70
O97VbA - a video about Anders Breivik, 
the Norwegian neo-Nazi who sued over 
being in solitary confinement and won 

Why do people 
commit crime?; can 
there ever be a 
reason for 
committing a 
crime?; should 
people like Anders 
Breivik have 
human rights? 

 

 

 

http://www.bankofengland.co.uk/banknotes/Pages/current/current_5.aspx
http://www.bankofengland.co.uk/banknotes/Pages/current/current_5.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LfE70O97VbA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LfE70O97VbA
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3 Crime and 
Punishment 

Varying Christian 
responses to the 
death penalty 

Forgiveness; 
justice; 
punishment; sin 

Bible: Exodus 20:13, Matthew 5:38-39, 43-
47; https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-
0wAA8RKzvc - devout Christian and 
journalist Peter Hitchens on the death 
penalty 

Interpretations of 
biblical passages;  

4 Crime and 
Punishment 

Debate on the 
death penalty 

Justice; morality; 
punishment; sin; 
suffering 

 Class debate on 
the death penalty 

5 Forgiveness  Christian 
teachings about 
forgiveness and 
examples of 
forgiveness 
arising from 
personal beliefs 

Forgiveness; free 
will 

Interpretations of Matthew 6:14, 18:21-22, 
Matthew 6:14-15; 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tgQyB
LWFDBI - the mother of murder victim 
Anthony Walker 
 
 

Watch the video 
and write down 
how you think you 
would feel if this 
happened to a 
member of your 
family 

6 Good, Evil 
and 
Suffering 

The origin of evil Free will Original Sin (Genesis 3); Genesis 5:1; 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zWcgH
mXV09g - Irenaeus and John Hick 
 
 

Read Genesis 3 
and watch the 
video; draw up a 
table listing 
similarities and 
differences 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-0wAA8RKzvc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-0wAA8RKzvc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tgQyBLWFDBI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tgQyBLWFDBI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zWcgHmXV09g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zWcgHmXV09g
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7 Good, Evil 
and 
Suffering 

The problem of 
believing in God, 
free will and 
suffering 

Free will https://www.truetube.co.uk/film/problem-
evil 
https://www.truetube.co.uk/interactive/pro
blem-evil-quiz 
 

Do the quiz; watch 
the video making 
notes about the 
different 
explanations 

8 Review/asses
sment 

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.truetube.co.uk/film/problem-evil
https://www.truetube.co.uk/film/problem-evil
https://www.truetube.co.uk/interactive/problem-evil-quiz
https://www.truetube.co.uk/interactive/problem-evil-quiz

