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INTRO
Dear gentle folk of Newport, or maybe I should say hats and cats, 
I want you to lend an ear, because uh, well I want you to hear some really shimmering sharps and flats, 
For these cosy virtuosi, just about the greatest in the trade, 
Are fixing to show you now precisely how, or approximately, jazz music is made.

VERSE 1 
Ah well you take some skins (1), jazz begins, 
Then you take a bass (2), man now we’re getting some place, 
Take a box (3), one that rocks, 
Take a blue horn New Orleans born (4).
 
VERSE 2 
Ah, you take a stick (5), with a lick, 
Take a bone (6), whoa, hold the phone, 
Take a spot, cool and hot, 
Now you has jazz, jazz, jazz, jazz, jazz.

VERSE 3
Le tout ensemble, ah that’s positively therapeutic, 
Now you has jazz, jazz, jazz.

VERSE 4 
Messrs Hall and Young.  I said Hall.  And Tommy Young. 
Now you has Messrs Kyle and Shaw.  And Billy Kyle.  Arvold Shaw.

VERSE 5 
Now you has Mr Barry Dees.  Ah listen to, well, you know who. 
Hey Pops, you wanna grab a little of what’s left here? 
Yeah, Daddy, yeah.  Here we go.

VERSE 6 
If you sail (ah sailing, sailing) over the sea (ah will you wait for me?), 
Take my tip they’re all motor hip in Italy (well averaydouchey), 
As for France (oh I know you’re very big there), 
Yes believe it or not (I do believe, I do indeed), 
The Frenchmens all prefer what they call ‘Le Jazz Hot’.  Follow me now,
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VERSE 7 
Take a plane, go to Siam, 
In Bangkok today, round the clock, ah well they all like the jazz, 
Indians all, the amazons, 
Beat one bar and all of them are (ah well go, man, go).

VERSE 8 
Ah from the equator up to the pole, 
Everybody winging, everybody singing that rock, rock, rock, rock, rock and roll, 
From the East to the West, from the coast to the coast, 
Jazz is King ‘cos jazz is the thing the folks dig most. 
And that’s jazz.

Now You Has Jazz is a song written by Cole Porter for the 1956 film High Society, 
where it is performed by Bing Crosby and Louis Armstrong.  The song demonstrates 
all the typical ingredients of the jazz/swing style.

Based on the play The Philadelphia Story, the film is about a successful popular jazz 
musician (played by Bing Crosby) who tries to win back the affections of his ex-wife 
(played by Grace Kelly), who is preparing to marry another man.  The jazz musician 
encounters additional competition from an undercover tabloid reporter (played by 
Frank Sinatra) – who is also in love with his ex-wife – who now must choose among 
three very different men.
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1) Identify the tonality of this piece.  (Underline one).

Minor     Major

 
2) Identify the type of cadence (chord progression) used to end the Intro.

Perfect  Plagal   Imperfect   Interrupted  
(V – I)   (IV – I)    (I/ii/IV/vi – V)   (V – vi)

 
3) When Verse 1 begins, what time signature is established?

4/4 (four crotchet beats per bar)  12/8 (twelve quaver beats per bar)
3/4 (three crotchet beats per bar) 9/8 (nine quaver beats per bar)

 
4) The instruments are introduced during Verses 1 and 2 at the numbered points.  Identify 
them.

(1) – _______________________________   (4) – _______________________________
(2) – _______________________________   (5) – _______________________________
(3) – _______________________________   (6) – _______________________________

 
5) How does the singer perform the last line of Verse 2 (‘Now you has jazz, jazz, jazz, jazz, 
jazz’)?

With a syncopated (off-beat) rhythm                 With a straight (on-beat) rhythm

 
6) During Verse 3, the band performs a 12 bar blues.  Identify the type of texture that they 
use to perform the main riff (a short repeating phrase used in Jazz and Popular Music)?

Monophonic   Homophonic      Polyphonic 
(a single melody line) (melody and chordal accompaniment)  (independent melodies)
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7) During Verses 4 and 5 the instruments demonstrate at least one improvisation each.  
Which instrument does so as a solo break (when everyone else stops playing)?

.................................................................................................................................

8) During Verse 6, the lead vocalist and the trumpeter sing in dialogue (conversation).  
Which word best describes the sonority of the trumpeter’s voice?

Warm   Husky   Raw   Bright

 
9) What technique does the double bass player use throughout the piece?

Arco (using the bow)    Pizzicato (plucking the strings)

 
10)  During Verse 7, the trumpeter scat sings (improvised jazz singing in which the voice is 
used in imitation of an instrument).  When does he do this?

At the same time as the lead vocalist  In between the lead vocalist’s lines

 
11) During Verse 8, who does the lead vocalist perform in dialogue with?

.................................................................................................................................

 
12) And which compositional device is used in the melody during the line ‘From the East to 
the West, from the coast to the coast’?

Canon (two parts sing the same music starting at different times)
Sequence (restatement of an idea at a higher or lower pitch)

 
Total  .... / 12


