
Area of Study 3: Film Music
Introduction (Titles) – Teacher Sheet

Taken from the film Edward Scissorhands 
Music by Danny Elfman

TEACHING POINTS: Form and Structure (Ternary)
Melody (Shape & Countermelody)
Sonority (Orchestral Instruments & Techniques)
Tonality
Metre
Texture (Number of parts)
Dynamics
Harmony (Cadences)
Musical Styles (Film Music)

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES: For the video which accompanies this piece, here is the link:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xKGmoyuUvyU
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1) What melodic device is used by the celesta during the opening bars of the piece?  
(Underline one).

A scale (a rising or falling pattern of notes, usually moving in step)
A glissando (sliding from one note to another)
An arpeggio (the notes of a chord played separately)

 
2) When the string instruments enter in the fifth bar, how are they played?

Arco (using the bow)    Pizzicato (plucking the strings)

 
3) Identify the tonality of this piece.

Minor    Major

 
4) What is the time signature of this piece?

4/4 (four crotchet beats per bar)   12/8 (twelve quaver beats per bar)
3/4 (three crotchet beats per bar)  9/8 (nine quaver beats per bar)

 
5) During Section A, which statement best describes the shape of the melody?

The melody is disjunct (angular) and contains mostly wide intervals
The melody is conjunct (stepwise) and contains mostly narrow intervals

 
6) The main melody of Section A is performed by a group of singers.  How many parts do 
they sing in?

2    3    4

7)  During Section A1, which of the following woodwind instruments takes over the main 
melody from the singers?
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Flute   Oboe   Clarinet  Bassoon

8) And what happens to the singers during Section A1?

They are silent
They provide a countermelody (a new melody which fits with the original melody)

 
9) During Sections B, B1 and B2, what happens to the texture of the music?

It gradually becomes thinner as the music progresses
It remains at the same level of thickness throughout
It gradually becomes thicker as the music progresses

 
10) Which section of the piece has the loudest dynamic?

A2

 
11) Which of the following percussion instruments does NOT perform during the piece?

Cymbals                    Xylophone                    Triangle                    Timpani

 
12) Identify the type of cadence (chord progression) used to end the piece.

Perfect   Plagal   Imperfect   Interrupted  
(V – I)     (IV – I)   (I/ii/IV/vi – V)   (V – vi)               
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