
Area of Study 4: Popular Music
She’s Leaving Home – Student Sheet

Words and Music by John Lennon and Paul McCartney

VERSE 1
Wednesday morning at five o’clock as the day begins 
Silently closing her bedroom door, leaving the note that she hoped would say more 
She goes downstairs to the kitchen clutching her handkerchief 
Quietly turning the backdoor key, stepping outside she is free

CHORUS 1 
She (we gave her most of our lives) is leaving (sacrificed most of our lives) 
Home (we gave her everything money could buy) 
She’s leaving home after living alone (bye, bye) for so many years

VERSE 2
Father snores as his wife gets into her dressing gown 
Picks up the letter that’s lying there, standing alone at the top of the stairs 
She breaks down and cries to her husband ‘Daddy, our baby’s gone’ 
‘Why would she treat us so thoughtlessly? How could she do this to me?’

CHORUS 2 
She (we never thought of ourselves) is leaving (never a thought for ourselves) 
Home (we struggled hard all our lives to get by) 
She’s leaving home after living alone (bye, bye) for so many years

VERSE 3
Friday morning at nine o’clock she is far away 
Waiting to keep the appointment she made, meeting a man from the motor trade

CHORUS 3
She (what did we do that was wrong?) is having (we didn’t know it was wrong) 
Fun (fun is the one thing that money can’t buy) 
Something inside that was always denied (bye, bye) for so many years 
She’s leaving home (bye, bye)

She’s Leaving Home was released in 1967 on the Beatles album Sgt. Pepper’s 
Lonely Hearts Club Band.  Paul McCartney wrote and sang the verse and John 
Lennon the chorus while neither George Harrison nor Ringo Starr were involved 
in the recording.  The song’s instrumental background was performed entirely by 
a small string orchestra arranged by Mike Leander, and was one of only a handful 
of Beatles songs in which the members did not play any instruments on the 
recording.
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1) Which of the following string instruments plays during the introduction? (Underline 
one).

Violin   Viola   Cello   Harp

 
2) What type of voice sings the melody?

Soprano (high female)           Alto (low female)           Tenor (high male)           Bass (low male)

 
3) During Verse 1, how do the other string instruments play?

Arco (using the bow)    Pizzicato (plucking the strings)

 
4) What is the time signature of this piece?

4/4 (four crotchet beats per bar)  12/8 (twelve quaver beats per bar)
3/4 (three crotchet beats per bar) 9/8 (nine quaver beats per bar)

 
5) A second voice enters during Chorus 1 (‘we gave her most of our lives’).  How does it 
sing in relation to the first voice?

In unison     In dialogue  In harmony 
(the same pitch at the same time)  (conversation) (different pitches at the same time)

 
6)  How does the pitch of this second voice compare to that of the first voice?

It is lower                              It is the same                              It is higher

 
7) During Verse 2, how does the cello accompany the beginning of the third line?

With a walking bass (notes on the beat moving in small steps)
With an arpeggio (notes of a chord played separately)
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8) And which musical feature do the violins exploit at the end of the third line?

Syncopation  Sequences       Ornaments 
(off-beat rhythms) (restatement of an idea at a higher or lower pitch) (melodic decoration)

9) During the second line of Verse 3, how do the string instruments accompany the 
beginning of the line (‘waiting to keep the appointment she made’)?

With tremolo     With trills  
(rapid repetition of a single note)  (rapid alternation between two adjacent notes)

 
10) And how do they accompany the ending of the line (‘meeting a man from the motor 
trade’)?

With syncopated (off-beat) rhythms                 With straight (on-beat) rhythms

 
11) Which of the following statements best describes the accompaniments of the 
choruses?

The accompaniments remain at the same level of complexity and interest
The accompaniments become progressively less complex and less interesting
The accompaniments become progressively more complex and more interesting

 
12) Identify the type of cadence (chord progression) used to end Chorus 3.

Perfect   Plagal   Imperfect  Interrupted  
(V – I)    (IV – I)   (I/ii/IV/vi – V)  (V – vi)
     

 
Total  .... / 12


