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Prof. A H Halsey claimed that there are two basic measures of inequality:

· Inequality of opportunity – people are banned from experiencing certain opportunities because of legalistic or structural reasons (Apartheid in South Africa) This is becoming increasingly rare in British society as policies and social engineering since the 1970s have made it difficult to deny people opportunity for any reason.

· Inequality of outcome – restrictions on people become covert (hidden) so that although in theory, there is no limit to how people progress in society, in practical terms, few people from certain social groups do actually break through social barriers placed in their way.

His test of equality was that people should appear in any social institution in exactly the same proportions in which they appear in the general population.

Aim of this unit: 

· To investigate whether all children have an exactly equal chance of doing well in the education system

· To notice that not only are patterns of inequality present, some have changed significantly, while others have remained static – there are trends and patterns in the data

Key skills:

· Numeracy

· Communication

· Examination skills practice.

Gender

Percentage of passes at 'A' level going to girls (1983, England and Wales)

	'A' level subject
	% passes for girls

	Domestic Sciences
	99

	Sociology
	75

	English
	71

	Maths
	30

	Physics
	21

	Computer Science
	20

	Technical Drawing
	3


1. What percentage of boys passed in each subject? Create a column and write the answers.
2. To what extent are these gender patterns in ‘A’ level subjects present in the Barry Sixth Form?

Pupils achieving five or more GCSE grades A*-C or equivalent, by year UK
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Pupils achieving 2 or more GCSEs A*-C by year UK
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Identify two main trends you can see in the data in the above tables.
Ethnicity
School exclusions

In 2003/04 pupils from Black Caribbean, Other Black and Mixed White and Black Caribbean groups were among the most likely to be permanently excluded from schools in England. 

The permanent exclusion rates for pupils from the Other Black, Black Caribbean and Mixed White and Black Caribbean groups were 42 pupils per 10,000, 41 per 10,000 and 37 per 10,000 respectively. 

These were up to three times the rate for White pupils (14 pupils per 10,000). Chinese and Indian pupils had the lowest exclusion rates, at 2 or less pupils excluded per 10,000.
People of working age with no qualifications: by ethnic group, 2004, GB
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Overall patterns for ethnic inequality produced for the government show that:

· In 2004, 17 percent of the maintained school population in England was classified as belonging to a minority ethnic group.

· Indian, Chinese, White/Asian and Irish pupils are more likely to gain five or more A*-C GCSEs compared to other ethnic groups. 

· Gypsy/Roma pupils, Travellers of Irish Heritage, Black Caribbean and White/Black Caribbean pupils are amongst the lower achieving pupils at Key Stage 4.

· Travellers of Irish Heritage are the lowest achieving group at Key Stages 1 and 2. Only 23 percent of Gypsy pupils achieved 5+ A*-C GCSEs in 2003 (compared to the 51 percent national average).

· Attainment data on Mixed Heritage pupils shows that White/Asian pupils are amongst the highest achieving ethnic groups (with 65 percent attaining 5+ A*-C GCSEs compared to the 51 percent national figure) and that White/Black

· Caribbean pupils have lower achievement than the average (40 percent attaining 5+ A*-C GCSEs).

· Black Caribbean and Black Other boys are twice as likely to have been categorised as having behavioural , emotional or social difficulty as White British boys 

· Permanent exclusion rates are higher than average for Travellers of Irish Heritage, Gypsy/Roma, Black Caribbean, Black Other and White/Black Caribbean pupils.

· Nine percent of teachers teaching in England are from a minority ethnic group. In London, this figure rises to 31 percent.
source: DFES Research Topic Paper: RTP01-05 January 2005
1. Which ethnic group has the fewest qualifications?

2. Which ethnic groups are most likely to have some qualifications?

3. Which ethnic groups tend to do well in the education system?

4. Which ethnic groups are most disadvantaged by the education system?

5. Are members of ethnic minorities fully represented in the teaching workforce?

6. Why might it be necessary to encourage members of ethnic minorities to join the teaching workforce?

7. What is exclusion from school?


8. Why is exclusion a problem for the children who are excluded?


9. Why is exclusion from school a problem for society?


10. Which ethnic groups were most likely to be excluded from school?


11. Which ethnic groups were least likely to be excluded from school?


12. What was the permanent exclusion rate for pupils from White backgrounds?

Social Class

Attainment of five or more GCSE grades A* to C: by parental jobs, 2002, England & Wales
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1. Which sets of parents tend to earn most money?


2. Which parents tend to earn least amount of money?


3. What percentage of people from the higher professional background stays on in school?


4. What percentage of people from the routine background stays on in school?


Research findings

As income inequality rose after 1980, incomes in households with children fell relative to those of other households whilst income inequality within this group grew sharply. The poorest households with children saw virtually no rise in living standards for twenty years 
We know from existing research that children from poorer backgrounds do less well in a number of dimensions than their peers and in the UK the simple correlation between low income and poor educational outcomes has been long established (Rowntree, 1901, Glennerster, 1995). In terms of completed education, children from low-income households go on to leave full-time education much earlier, and with fewer formal qualifications than their more affluent counterparts. For example, of children born in 1970, some 26% failed to achieve any O levels or equivalent by the age of 30, whilst 23% went on to get a degree. Among children from the poorest 20% of households at age 16, only 11% went on to get a degree and 41% failed to achieve any O levels.
Jo Blanden and Paul Gregg (2004) www.bris.ac.uk/Depts/CMPO/workingpapers/wp101.pdf
Discuss the view that there is inequality in educational attainment and opportunity in Britain.
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