
Teacher notes - La classe

La classe (original French title “Entre les murs”) is a 2008 French drama film directed by Laurent 
Cantet.  It is based on the novel Entre les murs, published in 2006 by François Bégaudeau. It relates 
the latter’s experiences as a French language and literature teacher in a middle school in the 20th 
arrondissement of Paris. François Bégaudeau himself plays the role of the teacher, Mr Marin in the 
film version.

The film covers an academic year in the middle school.  

The film is set mostly in the classroom where François Marin teaches French to a mixed group 
of difficult 14-year-olds and also in the staff room, the playground, the principal’s office and in a 
conference room. 

The film centres around Mr Marin and the difficulties he has teaching French and French literature to 
these particular pupils who do not share his values and cultural or linguistic background. Although 
many pupils are ‘difficult’, three, namely Esmeralda, Khoumba and Souleymane are very difficult. 

Brief synopsis of the film 

Description of activity 
and suggested uses Skills covered

Activity 1 Students are required to decide 
whether the events noted occur 
before or after François’ row 
with Khoumba.

This tests the depth of students’ 
factual knowledge of the film. 
Each of the events noted, in 
turn, can become the focus 
of discussion - importance, 
contribution to narrative, 
character, values. 

Reading skills. Ability to sort and 
prioritise information.

The actual extract can be used 
as a listening comprehension 
and be used as the basis of 
further oral discussion or 
written work.
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Activity 2 Importance of the scene. 
The scene is that of a ‘faculty 
meeting’ where the teachers 
discuss comments on attitude, 
behaviour and aptitude to 
be given on pupils’ reports.
The two class representatives 
behave inappropriately for 
such a meeting and François 
makes an unfortunate comment 
about one pupil.This ultimately 
undermines the carefully built 
up relationship with his class. 

Listening and understanding. 

Writing skills - as students, with 
guidance if required, summarise 
the importance of the scene.

Analytical skills.

Literary appreciation skills – 
character, plot, clash of values. 

The scene itself can lead to an 
oral and written discussion 
of the consequences of this 
meeting and what happens 
later. 

Activity 3 Effect on the plot. The influence 
the character of François has 
on three other characters in the 
film and how these characters 
relate to the story.

Writing skills. Students are 
required to analyse in writing 
the relationship between the 
teacher, François and three 
of his pupils. The exercise can 
be repeated using further 
characters (staff, other pupils) 
and how they relate to François. 
Further analysis is possible 
by naming someone else 
e.g. Souleymane as the main 
protagonist. 


