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DAILY MIRROR TRANSCRIPT 

America's Brexit by Jack Blanchard 

Political editor in the USA 

(An extract) 

It started the moment I stepped off the plane. The guy at US border control glanced at my journalist's visa 

and told me he was voting Trump. “Honestly I’d vote for anyone over her” he said. “If I’d have done anything 

like that with my emails I’d be in jail.” And she gets off scot free? Forget about it. Let’s give the other guy a 

chance."He was the first Trump voter I had ever met. He was certainly not stupid, nor even particularly angry 

at the world. He had a decent job, he was friendly and happy to chat. But he saw Hilary Clinton as part of a 

distant, privileged and crooked establishment- and there was no way he was voting for that.  

The parallels with Brexit were immediately obvious . And it was a pattern that would be repeated again and 

again as I criss-crossed America over the next 10 days. “He’s not part of the Washington establishment”, an 

elderly Trump supporter called Dave Anderson told me in Williams County, Ohio, a few days later. “They 

have their own way of doing things- but it’s all done for themselves.” Watching from Britain, the rise and rise 

of Donald Trump had seemed incomprehensible.  

How could this guy who kept saying these horrendous things- banning Muslims, branding Mexican rapists, 

bragging about sexual assault- be neck- and- neck in the polls? 

Who on Earth were these crazy people that were voting for him? The answer, I quickly discovered, is that 

they are ordinary men and women. Yes they are white, almost exclusively from those I met. But most are not 

swivel-eyed racists or filled with hatred and fury, or too stupid to understand what they were voting for. 

 How could they be? There are 59 million of them. Just as with Brexit, they were angry with the status quo. 

Just as with Brexit many were deeply worried about immigration and fearful about the direction their 

country was headed.  

And just as with Brexit the ground swell of the support came from the white lower- middle classes. 

RACE WAS AN ISSUE & THIS WAS A WHITELASH 

by Van Jones 

CNN Commentator's view as news of Trump win broke 

PEOPLE are talking about a miracle. I am hearing about a nightmare. It’s hard to be a parent tonight for a lot 

of us. You tell your kids ‘don’t be a bully’. You tell your kids, ‘don’t be a bigot’. You tell your kids 'do your 

homework and be prepared'.  

And then you have this outcome and you have people putting children to bed tonight and they’re afraid of 

breakfast. They’re afraid of ‘how do I explain this to my children?’. I have Muslim friends texting me saying 

‘Shall I leave the country?’. Families of immigrants are terrified. This was many things- this was a rebellion 

against the elites, true, it was a complete reinvention of politics and polls. But it was also something else.  



We’ve talked about income, about class, about region… we haven’t talked about race. This was a whitelash. 

This was a whitelash against a changing country, it was whitelash against a black president in part. And that’s 

the part where the pain comes.  

And Donald Trump has a responsibility to reassure people that he is going to be president of all the people 

he insulted and offended and brushed aside. We don’t want to feel that someone has been elected by 

throwing some of us aside to appeal more deeply to others.  

CREATING FEAR IS NO WAY TO SOLVE A CRISIS 

by Jeremy Corbyn 

Many people were shocked by Donald Trump’s victory and his nasty and divisive campaign. 

Trump’s election is our latest global wake up call. We need a real alternative to a failed political and 

economic system.  

His victory is an unmistakeable rejection of a system that simply isn’t working for most people. It has given 

us escalating inequality and falling living standards.  

Too many people in the US and Britain have been left behind. 

In both countries, people feel angry that their communities have been abandoned, and angry at the lack of 

investment and job opportunities for young people. It’s a message we’ve got to heed.  

We need a society that is prepared to invest in infrastructure, housing, education and healthcare and in the 

quality jobs those industries support- a society that is not going to leave anyone behind.  

Many of Trump's solutions, and the divisive rhetoric around them, are clearly wrong. 

FAILED 

We need leaders who do not abuse women, or use racist rhetoric, and who do not pit one group of people 

against another.  

Donald Trump won by a narrow margin, leaving voters across America divided.  He has now got to bring 

people together.  

I have no doubt that the sense of democracy will prevail, and we send our solidarity to a nation of migrants, 

innovators and democrats.  

Everyone has to be included in our political decisions and the way we take those decisions.  

This truth applies as much in Europe as in the US.  

The real alternative to the failed politics of business as usual will be achieved by working together, social 

justice and economic renewal, rather than sowing fear and division.  

The solutions we offer have to improve the lives of everyone, not set people against each other. 

Americans have made their choice. The urgent necessity now is for us all to work across continents to tackle 

our shared global challenges- to secure peace, to take action on climate change and to deliver economic 

prosperity and justice. 
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