
Key Facts about Plastic Bag 

In excess of 100 billion plastic bags are used in the 

United States every year  

Worldwide, an estimated 500 billion to 1 trillion 

plastic bags are used- most are sadly not reused 

which is a sheer waste 

As we are aware plastic bags are recyclable, sadly 

less than 3% of them actually are. The rest end up in 

landfills, oceans, and as litter. Plastic bags take 

roughly 1,000 years to decompose which essentially 

means that they sit filling our landfill sites releasing 

toxic chemicals into the earth/soil rather than being 

reused 

An estimated 4 billion plastic bags end up as litter 

each year worldwide  

4 out of 10 people believe plastic bags will 

biodegrade, even though they will not 

Plastic bags are a danger to wildlife and animals. In 

our oceans, in 2002 plastic debris was evident in 

almost 75% of dead, sea turtles.  

Oil is used within the production process of plastic 

bags. Over 12 million barrels of oil is required to 
produce the plastic bags used in the USA each year  

…Recycling… Recycling… Recycling… Recycling… Recycling… Recycling…
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How Reusable Bags Help 
I’m sure all of us are familiar with reusable bags. They are readily available

 

st high street stores, especially food stores 

such as Tesco, Asda, Morrisons and Marks & Spencer’s. By making the effort to use reusable eco-friendly bags this will 
lessen the demand for plastic bags and therefore reduce the production and pollution involved

 

he production process. In 

theory by using reusable bags we protect the environment using less plastic, creating less waste and thinking about 

future generations by protecting the environment.  

Have you ever considered the impact plastic can have on the environment and landfill 
sites? 

Just think- 

For a week- Why not get into the habit of using one particular reusable bag rather than six 
regular plastic bags. Six bags a week works out at 288 bags a year!  

Taking the concept one step further - using reusable bags for one person’s entire life could 
save over 20,000 plastic carrier bags. 

These products have been made by recycling old belts, 
leather, crisp packets, and soft drink cartons. 




