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Media Studies - Hollywood Film

REVIEWS/ ARTICLES

The Guardian Comment is Free
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/
jul/27/clueless-nostalgia-friends-pokemon-bowie 

Roger Ebert (respected film critic)
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/clueless-1995 

Task- Read the first article. Make notes on what the reviewer 
says about the potential audience pleasures offered by 
Clueless. 

Task- read the Ebert review. In what ways does the reviewer 
contextualise the film in terms of genre, audience and the era 
in which it was made?

SYNOPSIS

Jane Austen might never have imagined that her 1816 novel 
Emma could be turned into a fresh and satirical look at 
ultra-rich teenagers in a Beverly Hills high school. Cher 
(Alicia Silverstone) and Dionne (Stacey Dash), both named 
after great singers of the past that now do infomercials, are 
pampered upper-class girls who care less about getting good 
grades than wearing the right clothes and being as popular 
as possible. But Cher, who lives with her tough yet warm-
hearted lawyer dad (Dan Hedaya) and hunky, sensitive 
stepbrother (Paul Rudd), also has an innate urge to help those 
less fortunate -- like the two introverted teachers she brings 
together (negotiating herself improved grades in the process) 
and new friend Tai (Brittany Murphy), who starts out a geek 
and ends up a Cher prodigy. Cher also possesses her own 
sensitive side, and she is looking for the perfect boyfriend, 
whom she ends up finding where she least expected. (Don 
Kaye, All Movie Guide, via Google)

POINTS TO CONSIDER

• The film maker Amy Heckerling is an architect of 
the modern teen film, having directed Fast Times at 
Ridgemont High in 1982. 

• The film has a strong, developed female lead. Cher has 
become an icon due to positive audience responses to the 
film.

• The film was released when teen focussed media was 
increasing in popularity. The mise-en-scène of Clueless is 
very typical of 90s MTV. 

• The film gave way to a short lived television franchise, 
and the film remains iconic (popularising such phrases as 
‘WhatEVER!’)

INTERVIEWS WITH FILM MAKER

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t9kTv00yF50 

http://www.tiff.net/the-review/amy-heckerling-explains-
clueless-iconic-style/ 

Task- watch the video interview what observations does the 
director make about the film? 
In the article, what points are made regarding the use of 
media language in the film?

DIRECTOR Amy Heckerling

SCREENWRITERS Amy Heckerling

STARRING Alicia Silverstone,  
Brittany Murphy, Paul Rudd

PRODUCTION COMPANY Paramount Pictures

DISTRIBUTOR Paramount Pictures

BUDGET $12 million

BOX OFFICE $56.6 million

Clueless (1995)

TRAILER 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RS0KyTZ3Ie4
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