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SUGGESTED IDEAS FOR TEACHING AND LEARNING

Teacher /Lecturer: Course: AS & A Level 
Law 

Topic: The Legal 
Profession 

Component: Component  1 Session: 

Ref. to specification: The Nature of Law and the  
English Legal System 

Suggested time 
allocation: 

Aims & Objectives: At the end of these sessions the student will be able to: 

• Explain the role of solicitors and barristers.
• Explain the qualifications and training of solicitors and barristers.
• Discuss the way in which recent reforms have led to a more fused profession.
• Evaluate the social background of solicitors and barristers.
• Discuss the role of legal executives and paralegals within the legal system.

Main Teaching and Learning Activities 

    Teacher/Lecturer Activities: 

• Introduce the topic with reference to the aims and objectives above.
• Using the PowerPoint presentation, explain the roles and training of the different legal

professionals.
• Organise the class into groups, their  knowledge of the different roles etc, could be

assessed through - Activity – learners identify the key differences between solicitors and
barristers by completing the headings – which could be displayed as a table for them -
Solicitors and Barristers  - Regulatory body; Professional body; Basic qualifications;
Vocational training; Practical training ; Rights of audience ;Relationship with client;
Complaints ;Liability.

• Activity – on the diversity of the legal profession - embedding numeracy – give out
statistics on gender, ethnicity etc. within the legal profession, ask learners to consider if
the profession is balanced, and if not, what reforms to training etc would improve it.

• Class discussion / debate- Should we have one single profession, like America?

Student Activities: 

• Make notes throughout presentations, asking and answering questions
• Participate in group discussions
• Small group work differences between barristers and solicitors

2 - 3 hours



Suggested links / resources: 

• PowerPoint presentations
• Handout of   table / statistics
• Any good A Level law textbooks

Assessment 

During the lesson Students will be continually assessed on note taking, contribution to 
class discussions, asking and answering questions, participation in 
small group work. 

Subsequent to 
lesson 

Students will be set a question to consolidate their learning and 
demonstrate their knowledge of this area of law. 



TOPIC: 

Questions: Expected answers: 
1. What is the difference between 

solicitors and barristers? 
Learners usually, if asked this question, 
say that barristers undertake more 
court work and solicitors more ‘office’ 
work. They also tend to believe that 
training for a barrister is longer than a 
solicitor. Expect answers that also 
include  - barristers wear wigs, they are 
seen as more important etc. 

2. Should we have one legal 
profession as in the USA? 

Leaners should be able to talk about 
the cons of  duplication of work, costs 
etc., but also the pros of expertise etc. 

The legal profession 


