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Teacher /Lecturer: Course: AS Level Law 

Topic: Law and 
Morality 

Component: Component 1 Session: 

Ref. to specification:     The Nature of Law and the 
English Legal System *NOTE: This is a pervasive topic

and the concept should be taught
throughout the whole course.  

However this is seen as a good ice 
breaker as students like to debate 
the contentious issues.  It is also a 
good opportunity to introduce lots of 

the legal skills required later on in the 
course. 

Suggested time 
allocation: 

Aims & Objectives: At the end of these sessions the student will be able to: 
• Explain that laws and morals are normative.
• Identify the changes in law and morality.
• Discuss the differences between law and morality.
• Assess whether law and morality should be separate.

Main Teaching and Learning Activities 

Teacher/Lecturer Activities: 
• Introduce the topic with reference to the aims and objectives set out above.
Activity – Board work – how would you define ‘law’ and ‘morality’?
• Explain that there are lots of issues to be considered; for example – how far does the law

influence our moral code? Or does society’s general moral code affect the changes in the
law?

Activity: use picture prompts to discuss student’s moral code – for example – someone in their 
car on a mobile phone, Fifty Shades of Grey, foxhunting, same sex marriage, smoking in public, 
IVF and fertility – are these actions immoral, illegal or both? 
• Explain key cases of Gillick v West Norfolk and Wisbech Area Health Authority (1985) and

Re A (Children) (Conjoined Twins: Surgical Separation) (2000) where in both instances the
court refused to get involved in issues of morality and instead made a judgment based on
the strict principles of the law.

Activity: Research – learners to research the case of St Monica’s High School where the 
school refused to allow girls to be vaccinated against the HPV strain of cervical cancer – is this 
moral, legal, or both?  Stimulate discussion of religion being the biggest influence on our moral 
code, but not necessarily an influence on the law. 
• Explain that R v R (1991) is classic example of the law lagging behind morality – use the

slides on the PowerPoint to illustrate this.



• This will then lead into a discussion of the theories that relate to law and morality – the
leading theorists being Lord Devlin and Professor Hart.  These theories were published in
the Wolfenden Report in 1957 where it was recommended that prostitution and
homosexuality be legalized.

• Lord Devlin: believed in a natural law theory and that there should be a shared morality,
judged by the right minded person.

Activity: Research – learners to research key cases which support Lord Devlin’s theory.  These 
could then be summarised using just images and a few words into a glossary or flashcard type 
resource. 
• Professor Hart: believed in a utilitarian theory, where individuals should be free to choose

their own conduct, as long as no harm is caused to another.
Activity: Research – learners to research key cases which support Professor Hart’s theory. 
These could then be summarised using just images and a few words into a glossary or flashcard 
type resource. 
Activity – learners could draw a comparison chart between the theories of Lord Devlin and 
Professor Hart, under the key headings of: principles of theory, problems with theory, judicial 
support for theory. 
• This will then lead onto discussion of recent, key issues in the area of law and morality – one

included in the PowerPoint in the establishment of the Warnock Committee in 1984 which
resulted in the establishment of the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority and the
subsequent Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008 which responded to changes in
moral attitudes in terms of the retrieval and storage of human embryos.

• The Human Rights Act and its impact can also be introduced in this topic by discussing the
key case of Evans v UK (2007) which concerned the storage of embryos.

Activity: Research – learners to research the case and discuss how Ms Evans alleged the 
following Articles of the ECHR to be breached and how the court responded: 
- Article 2 – right to life
- Article 8 – right to privacy and family life
- Article 14 – right to be free from discrimination
• Other recent issues that could be discussed are the Assisted Dying Bill (2015) and the

implications of that in terms of law and morality.
Activity: Research – learners to research advantages and disadvantages of this Bill, and put 
forward legal and moral arguments for and against the Bill, using legal authority and reliable 
research.  They could all write down one advantage or disadvantage on a Post It note and stick 
this on a large A2 poster which has been divided into two columns. This is an excellent 
opportunity to get learners used to the importance of legal authority and the need to keep up to 
date with current affairs. 
Students could then be asked to write a short essay to introduce them to the AO3 skills of 
analysis and evaluation: 
“Terminally ill people who express a wish to die should be able to ask for help from 
their loved ones to end their lives, without them then facing the risk of prosecution” 

Discuss. 



Student Activities: 
• Group work – discussion of what is meant by law and morality and learner’s thoughts as to

what are the differences.
• Research: key cases showing judicial support for Lord Devlin and Professor Hart’s theories of

the relationship between law and morality.
• Research Activity: look at recent issues surrounding the relationship between law and

morality.
• Short essay writing on advantages and disadvantages of the Assisted Dying Bill.

  Suggested links / resources: 
• PowerPoint  presentation
• Assisted Dying Bill:
MP debates:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-34208624
Evans v UK (2007): 
http://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng#{"dmdocnumber":["815166"],"itemid":["001-80046"]} 

Assessment 

During the lesson 
Group exercises and direct questioning show how much the students 
have understood the law relating to law and morality. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-34208624
http://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng#%7B%22dmdocnumber%22:%5B%22815166%22%5D,%22itemid%22:%5B%22001-80046%22%5D%7D



