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SUGGESTED IDEAS FOR 
TEACHING/LEARNING



Teacher /Lecturer: Course: AS Level Law 

Topic: Statutory 
Interpretation 

Unit: 
Unit One: The Nature of law 
and the Welsh and English 

Legal Systems 
Session: 

Ref. to specification: Statutory Interpretation 
Suggested time 

allocation: 3 – 8 hours 

Aims & Objectives: At the end of these sessions the student will be able to: 
• Explain what is meant by the intention of Parliament
• Identify the problems that can arise when interpreting statutes
• Explain the rules / approaches of Statutory interpretation and apply to given cases
• Explain the aids and presumptions of statutory interpretation
• Critically assess the rules of statutory interpretation and suggest reforms
• Discuss the relationship between statutory interpretation, EU law and precedent

Main Teaching and Learning Activities 

  Teacher/Lecturer Activities: 
• Introduce topic & objectives, link to previous lessons on the role of parliament and how statutes

are made.
• Organize students in to small groups and give out copy of a statute, and 3 words for students to

define, e.g. public place, vehicle, consume. Facilitate group work – exercise to show the problems
of agreeing on definitions of some words

• Explain the rules of SI using PowerPoint or board, put students in to small groups and distribute
SI exercise – applying rules to given cases – facilitate group work. In same groups ask students to
identify the advantages and disadvantages of each rule

• Explain the intrinsic and extrinsic aids, rules of language, presumptions and relevant cases to
illustrate

• Explain the relationship between SI, precedent and European Law
  Student Activities: 
• Study a given statute and explain its meaning
• In groups give definitions for 3 words, using flipchart paper to write answers and feedback to class
• Apply the rules of SI to real cases and feedback answers
• List the aids a judge might use to help with statutory interpretation
• List the advantages and disadvantages of each rule

  Suggested links / resources: 
• PowerPoint presentation & Handout
• Relevant Statute, either hard copy or using internet / IWB
• A3 / Flip chart paper
• SI exercise – interactive handout apply to real cases and advantages and disadvantages of each

rule
• IWB can be used to show students what Parliament looks like, the various chambers, or to bring

up a copy of a statute and or cases
• http://www.parliament.uk/

http://www.parliament.uk/


Assessment of Learning 

During the lesson 

Group exercises, these show how much the students have understood the 
rules of SI, their application and problems with each rule. Q & A, participation 
levels 

Subsequent to lesson 
Homework question, stimulus response past paper question on SI 



TOPIC: 

Questions: Expected answers: 
1. Despite the fact that Acts of 

Parliament are carefully written by 
expert draftsmen, there are occasions 
when the courts find a statute 
uncertain, what might cause this 
uncertainty? 

A word or words are left out because the 
draftsman thought it was implied. A broad 
term was used leaving it to the user to decide 
what it includes. An ambiguous word or 
phrase has been used. The wording is 
inadequate because of an error. 
The events of the case before the court were 
not foreseen when the legislation was made. 

2. What is meant by the intention of 
parliament? 

Difficult to define – is it the intention of every 
individual MP or those who supported the law, 
or Ministers etc? 

3. What do you think is meant by the 
literal rule? 

Gives the words in a statute their ordinary and 
natural meaning 

4. Why are the rules referred to as 
approaches? 

The rules are referred to as approaches as 
they are not hard and fast rules that must be 
followed, they are used at the discretion of the 
judge  

5. What are the advantages and 
disadvantages of each rule?  

Advantages 
Literal rule – respects parliamentary 
sovereignty 
Golden rule – can prevent absurdity and 
injustice caused by the literal rule 
Mischief rule – avoids injustice, promotes 
flexibility 
Purposive approach – seeking the spirit / 
purpose of the law 
Disadvantages 
Literal rule- Can lead to injustice and 
absurdity, also useless where the answer to a 
problem cannot be found in the words of a 
statute 
Golden rule – the rule provides no clear 
meaning of what is an absurd result. 
Mischief Rule – outdated, approach may be 
less appropriate now that the legislative 
process is different to Heydon’s case 1584 
Purposive rule – described by Lord Simonds 
as ‘a naked usurpation of the judicial function, 
under the guise of interpretation...’   

6. Which rule is more favored nowadays 
and which historically? 

Historically the literal rule appears to be the 
more favoured rule, whilst nowadays with the 
influence of the EU and the Human Rights Act 
1998, the mischief and purposive approach is 
more favoured 

7. What aids can a judge use when 
interpreting statutes? 

Intrinsic Aids 
• The statute itself
• Explanatory notes – since 1999
• Rules of language
• Presumptions

Extrinsic Aids 
• Dictionaries & textbooks
• Reports e.g. Law Commission

Statutory Interpretation



• Historical setting
• Treaties
• Hansard – Davis v Johnson(1978)

;Pepper v Hart(1993); Three Rivers
District Council v Bank of England (No.
2) (1996);R v Secretary of State for the
Environment, Transport, and the
Regions, ex parte Spath Holme Ltd (
2001 ) ; Wilson v Secretary of State for
Trade and Industry ( 2003 )

• Human Rights Act 1998 – sections  2
& 3

8. How has the HRA 1998 affected, if at 
all, SI 

The Act incorporates into UK law the 
European Convention on Human Rights, the 
Convention has not been incorporated as a 
Bill of Rights therefore our national courts 
cannot overrule domestic legislation which is 
in conflict with it, however under section 3 of 
the HRA requires that: ‘So far as it is possible 
to do so, primary and subordinate legislation 
must be read and given effect in a way which 
is compatible with convention rights.’ If it 
impossible to find compatibility then the court 
can issue a declaration of incompatibility 
under section 4, this does not affect he validity 
of the statute in question, but asks the 
Government to change the law to bring it in 
line with the convention. 
All Bills must now carry a provision stating 
whether they are compatible with the 
Convention or not.  

9. What is the relationship between SI 
and precedent 

Once the courts have interpreted a statute 
that then becomes part of case law in the 
same way as any other judicial decision, 
subject to the rules of precedent 

10. How has our membership of he EU 
affected  judges approaches to SI 

Growth of a more purposive approach & effect 
of S2(4) European Communities Act 1972 – 
all parliamentary legislation must be construed 
and applied in accordance with Union law – R 
v Secretary of State for transport, ex parte 
Factortame(1990)  




