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Jesus’s first followers didn’t 
meet in churches – but 
in each other’s homes. 
According to Acts 2:44–47, 
they lived together in 
groups – selling personal 
possessions, helping the 
poor and meeting together 
to share bread and wine.

Going to church offers an 
opportunity for people of 
the same beliefs to meet 
together in order to develop 
their understanding of 
Christianity.

Many people in the UK claim 
to be Christian but church 
attendance is in decline, now 
around 760,000 or less than 
2% of the UK’s population 
(according to the Guardian 
article published on Tuesday, 
12 January 2016).

Being a member of a church 
community makes people 
feel valued and special. 
Firm friendships are created 
and people develop close 
connections with each 
other. This is often referred 
to as the ‘fellowship’ of 
being a member of a church 
community.

It is more fun to celebrate 
key religious festivals such 
as Christmas and Easter 
as part of a group, singing 
hymns and sharing the 
excitement and enjoyment 
of important events. 

1 Corinthians 12:12 refers to 
the Church as being made 
up of a group of individuals: 
“For as the body is one, and 
hath many members, and 
all the members of that one 
body, being many, are one 
body: also in Christ”

Some early Christians 
retreated as hermits into the 
desert to live and pray alone 
to avoid persecution, for 
example, St Cyprian and St 
Anthony. They didn’t meet 
up with others – it was far 
too dangerous! 

St Paul writes ‘in every place, 
the men should pray, lifting 
up holy hands’ (1 Timothy 
2:8). This suggests that 
it doesn’t matter where 
Christians worship, as long 
as they do! 

There are religious TV 
shows and whole channels 
especially dedicated to 
helping people worship 
in their homes. This is 
particularly useful for those 
who are housebound. 

DIAMOND 9 STATEMENTS

Arrange each statement in a diamond, through group discussion, placing the most 
convincing at the top and the less convincing towards the bottom



“Where a person worships simply isn’t important.”
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