
Unit 1 - Character 1

Das Fundbüro
Teacher’s Notes

Brief synopsis of the book “Fundbüro” by Siegfried Lenz

This book was first published in 2003. It is set in the 1990s and focuses on the life of 24-year-old Henry 

Neff, who has no career ambitions or aims in life, other than to live and let live. He finds his ideal work 

place in the lost-and-found office of his local train station, where he is constantly amazed by what people 

lose.  Henry strikes up a friendship with Fedor Lagutin, a visiting academic at the local university. He seems 

perfectly happy until job cuts at the station and incidents of violence and xenophobia force Henry to re-

assess his outlook on life.

Description of activity and suggested uses Skills covered

Activity 1 Students read an extract from the book, in which 

Henry and his sister Barbara are having a telephone 

conversation. It gives readers an insight into Henry’s 

carefree attitude to life and his sister’s frustration with 

him.

After reading the passage, students complete a true/

false exercise on 5 randomly picked sentences out of 

10.

This activity could be used early on, when the 

students start to look at the main characters. It lends 

itself to individual work, but it could also form the 

starting point of a more detailed characterisation of 

Henry in class. 

Students use their reading 

skills and familiarise 

themselves with some 

vocabulary related to this 

book.

Activity 2 For this exercise, students read an extract from the 

book, where Henry goes to see his uncle, who is a 

manager at the station. Henry’s colleague Bußmann 

has just been forced into early retirement due to job 

cuts, and Henry wants to help him  by offering to 

leave his job, so that Bußmann could come back.

After reading the extract, students unjumble 5 

sentences, which summarise the passage. As with 

the previous task, this lends itself to individual work, 

but the passage itself could and should lead to 

discussions about the character of Henry. Students 

could also find further examples in the book, where 

his attitude to life becomes obvious.

By way of extension students could create their own 

original sentences, jumble them up, and have other 

students unjumble them.

Students use their reading 

skills, expand their 

vocabulary and practise 

their knowledge of word 

order and other grammatical 

rules in German sentences.



Unit 1 - Character 2

Das Fundbüro
Teacher’s Notes

Activity 3 Students read one of the key scenes of the book, 

where Henry witnesses Fedor Lagutin being attacked 

by a gang of motorcyclists, who have been terrorising 

Henry’s neighbourhood. The attack seems to be 

motivated by xenophobia, with the result that Henry 

starts to rethink his passive attitude to life.

Students need to summarise the extract in no more 

than 70-80 words. A suggested answer is available 

for them to look at.

A printing tool is available whereby students can 

submit their work to the teacher for feedback.

The students develop their 

reading and writing skills, 

but also their analytical and 

evaluative skills by choosing 

the key information from the 

scene for their summary.


