
Unit 1 - Character 1

Réquiem por un campesino Español – Ramón J. Sender
Teacher’s Notes

Ramón J. Sender’s Réquiem por un campesino español is the tale of popular hero, Paco el del Molino. 

Related by the young man’s village priest who is preparing for his requiem mass, we witness the protagonist’s 

life and subsequent death, brought about by the tragedy of the Spanish Civil War. Paco’s strong character 

and liberal mindset is a stark contrast to the church’s compliance (and alliance) with the violent nationalists 

that set upon “cleansing” the village of all political opposition.    

Activity 1 Description of activity and suggested uses:

Students read an extract from the novel where Mosén 

Millán recalls the elections in which Paco’s father and the 

Republicans were victorious. The true/false exercise will 

hint at the political allegiances of various characters, with 

a particular focus on don Valeriano, Paco and the Priest. 

Students read the statements and decide whether they are 

true or false. If they are false, they must correct them in 

Spanish. There is a suggested correct answer for them to 

refer to. 

This could lead to a class discussion about the different 

characters and follow up written exercises.

Skills covered:

Reading and 

writing skills are 

developed, as 

well as a more in-

depth knowledge 

of the characters.

Activity 2 Students read another extract from later in the novel and 

show comprehension by unjumbling sentences. Mosén 

Millán once again delves into the past, recalling when he 

betrayed Paco by revealing his hiding place. The sentences 

focus on don Valeriano’s hypocrisy, the centurion’s ruthless 

nature and Mosén Millán’s cowardice. This is a demanding 

task which requires thought and patience and could be 

done individually or in pairs. Students should be encouraged 

to look for grammatical clues in addition to working out 

meaning (capital letters should also provide a hint!)

Students can check answers at the end and have a print 

facility.

Reading and 

grammatical skills 

are developed. An 

appreciation of 

syntax is required 

and a dictionary 

may be needed.

Activity 3 Students read another of Mosén Millán’s memories and 

write a short 70-80 word summary in Spanish. The extract 

in question refers to when the Priest took Paco to visit an 

impoverished dying man and his wife. Paco seems to have 

been compassionate, and the episode proves fundamental 

in shaping his political views. Ironically, the Catholic priest 

showed very little pity in comparison. Students should 

aim to write succinctly. Sharing of summaries and peer 

assessment would be a worthwhile follow up activity. There 

is a suggested response for students to refer to (note that 

this is in the past tense as it is a memory).

Reading and 

writing skills 

are developed, 

especially 

with regard to 

summary writing. 


