
Unit 3 - Structure 1

La Casa de Bernarda Alba – Federico García Lorca
Teacher’s Notes

Finished just before the playwright’s death in 1936, La Casa de Bernarda explores female experiences in 

early 20th century Andalusia.  Conditioned by religion, social pressures and a fear of gossip, the eponymous 

protagonist goes to great lengths to maintain control over her life and daughters. As the play progresses 

and the stifling summer heat rises, Bernarda’s tyranny heightens and the girls feel increasingly oppressed. 

Adela, in particular, longs for freedom and embarks on an affair with Pepe el Romano who is betrothed to 

her older sister, Angustias. However, despite being warned on several occasions by La Poncia, her lifelong 

servant, Bernarda refuses to give in, ultimately leading to her youngest daughter’s tragic suicide..  

Activity 1 Description of activity and suggested uses:

Through an analysis of one of the play’s central 

characters, la Poncia, students will assess her 

impact on different characters. On clicking on 

the pictures, they read three short sentences that 

describe the way in which la Poncia affects that 

character in the story and thus the development 

of the plot. Only one of the sentences is true. It 

is possible to follow up this activity with group 

discussions on the different characters mentioned 

and their individual importance with regard to the 

structure of the story.

Skills covered:

This activity allows students to 

develop reading and analytical 

skills as well as a more in depth 

knowledge of the plot. 

Activity 2 Students will consider the event in question —the 

theft of the portrait— and type their reflections in 

the mind map bubbles. Bernarda’s initial concern, 

before discovering who stole the portrait, is that 

the girls quieten down, as she fears the neighbours 

will hear them. Once checked and corrected by 

the teacher, the printable document can be a 

very effective tool for further discussion, study or 

revision.

This activity provides 

opportunities for further 

development of analysis and 

understanding of the effect of 

a specific event on different 

characters within the plot. 

Activity 3 Students read the commentary on the role of 

Martirio and then write a creative, balanced and 

credible answer as to how the story would have 

been different had she not been there. 

Teachers can easily adapt and develop this 

activity, by choosing a different central character. 

Once checked by the teacher and corrected, this 

print-out can be a very effective tool for further 

discussion, study or revision.

This activity will develop the 

students’ analytical, reading 

and writing skills as they 

attempt to answer briefly an 

analysis question. It is an 

opportunity to practise the 

conditional perfect and they will 

show what they have learnt so 

far regarding the importance of 

a character to the structure of 

the novel, particularly the final 

tragic scene.   


