
Unit 3 - Structure 1

Réquiem por un campesino español 
Teacher’s Notes

Ramón J. Sender’s Réquiem por un campesino español is the tale of popular hero, Paco el del Molino. 

Related by the young man’s village priest who is preparing for his requiem mass, we witness the protagonist’s 

life and subsequent death, brought about by the tragedy of the Spanish Civil War. Paco’s strong character 

and liberal mindset is a stark contrast to the church’s compliance (and alliance) with the violent nationalists 

that set upon “cleansing” the village of all political opposition.      

Activity 1 Description of activity and suggested uses:

Through an analysis of one of the novel’s central 

characters, Mosén Millán, students will assess his 

relationship with different characters. On clicking 

on the pictures, they read three short sentences 

that describe the way in which he relates to each 

character in the story and thus the development 

of the plot. Only one of the sentences is true. It 

is possible to follow up this activity with group 

discussions on the different characters mentioned 

and their individual importance with regard to the 

structure of the story.

Skills covered:

This activity allows students 

to develop reading and 

analytical skills as well as a 

more in depth knowledge of 

the plot. 

Activity 2 Students will consider the event in question —

Paco’s wedding— and will analyse its significance 

in relation to the plot. Some aspects to note are 

Mosén Millán’s religious focus when marrying the 

couple, the importance of the news delivered by 

the Zapatero and Señor Cástulo and the old ladies’ 

joyful reaction to the marriage (a stark contrast 

to the violence that subsequently ensues at the 

carasol with the arrival of the ‘señoritos’). Once 

checked and corrected by the teacher, the printable 

document can be a very effective tool for further 

discussion, study or revision.

This activity provides 

opportunities for further 

development of analysis 

and understanding of the 

effect of a specific event on 

different characters within 

the plot. 

Activity 3 Students read the commentary on the role of Don 

Valeriano and then write a creative, balanced and 

credible answer as to how the story would have 

been different had he not been there. 

Teachers can easily adapt and develop this activity, 

by choosing a different central character. 

Once checked by the teacher and corrected, this 

print-out can be a very effective tool for further 

discussion, study or revision

This activity will develop the 

students’ analytical, reading 

and writing skills as they 

attempt to answer briefly an 

analysis question. It is an 

opportunity to practise the 

conditional perfect and they 

will show what they have 

learnt so far regarding the 

importance of a character to 

the structure of the novel.


