Oceans – Laws and agreements
UNCLOS – UN Convention on the Law of the Sea

Since the 17th century, the principle of limiting a country's rights to a narrow belt (3NM) around their coastline, whilst the remainder of the oceans were free for all to use has been accepted.

However, during the 20th century, concerns were growing around the pressures and growing potential conflicts regarding the use and exploitation of the oceans' resources.

Between 1945 and 1967, a number of countries, including the USA, Chile, Argentina and Egypt unilaterally made changes to their claims regarding the waters around them, in order mainly to exploit or protect minerals and fish stocks. 
There were many concerns that technological advances, political disputes, claims and counter-claims regarding ocean resources were reaching crisis point. By 1967, only 25 nations still adhered to the 3NM principal.

During this period, the UN held several conferences to develop treaties which stipulated rights and responsibilities with respect to the use of the world's oceans. The first of the conferences were held in 1956, resulting in four treaties being agreed in 1958, known as UNCLOS I. 
A second conference was held in 1960 (UNCLOS II), but no new agreements were reached.

In 1967, Arvid Pardo Malta's Ambassador to the United Nations, made a speech to the United Nations General Assembly imploring them to take seriously the impending conflicts that could devastate the oceans in the coming years. This set a process in motion which saw the creation of the United Nations Seabed Committee and ultimately led to the third United Nations Conference on the Laws of the Sea. A comprehensive treaty was discussed over a nine year period, between 1973 and 1982, where 160 sovereign states bargained, argued and traded rights and obligations regarding the waters around their nations and states.
The Conference adopted the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, on the 10th December 1982. The law was signed by 117 nations and came into force in 1994.
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea contains twelve key provisions:

1. Setting limits

2. Navigation

3. Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ)

4. Continental shelf

5. Deep seabed mining

6. The exploitation regime

7. Technological prospects

8. The question of universal participation in the convention

9. Pioneer investors

10. Protection of the marine environment

11. Marine scientific research

12. Settlement of disputes

The convention also set the limit of various areas as measured from the baseline (mean low water mark along the coast).
· Internal waters
These are the waters on the landward side of the baseline.

· Territorial waters
Nations can claim areas 12 NM from the baseline. This includes the airspace above and the land below the sea. Foreign flag ships have the right of innocent passage*. However, submarines must travel on the surface in territorial waters.

· Contiguous zone
Nations can claim a zone 24 NM from the baseline (including airspace) for the purposes of enforcing immigration, sanitary and customs laws of the nation.

· Exclusive economic zones (EEZs) 
Nations can claim EEZ 200 NM from the baseline. Within this area nations can claim rights relating to exploiting and conserving natural resources along with the establishment and use of artificial islands as governed by international law. 

· Continental shelf

* Innocent passage exists as long as the passage does not affect good order, peace and security of the sovereign state. 


Territorial waters map - © Arctic Portal; http://bit.ly/2rkUmyq
More detail on these zones can be found on the NOAA website here: http://www.gc.noaa.gov/gcil_maritime.html 

Part XI and 1994 agreement

The International Seabed Authority (ISA) was established by the UNCLOS in order to regulate and control seabed exploration and mining outside territorial waters and Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZ). 
Sustainable development Goals 
The UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) are officially known as ‘Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development’. These are a set of seventeen goals that were adopted in September 2015 by 194 countries. Goal 14 relates specifically to oceans.

Goal 14 – Life below water
Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources

Targets:

· By 2025, prevent and significantly reduce marine pollution of all kinds, in particular from land-based activities, including marine debris and nutrient pollution

· By 2020, sustainably manage and protect marine and coastal ecosystems to avoid significant adverse impacts, including by strengthening their resilience, and take action for their restoration in order to achieve healthy and productive oceans

· Minimize and address the impacts of ocean acidification, including through enhanced scientific cooperation at all levels

· By 2020, effectively regulate harvesting and end overfishing, illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing and destructive fishing practices and implement science-based management plans, in order to restore fish stocks in the shortest time feasible, at least to levels that can produce maximum sustainable yield as determined by their biological characteristics

· By 2020, conserve at least 10 per cent of coastal and marine areas, consistent with national and international law and based on the best available scientific information

· By 2020, prohibit certain forms of fisheries subsidies which contribute to overcapacity and overfishing, eliminate subsidies that contribute to illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing and refrain from introducing new such subsidies, recognizing that appropriate and effective special and differential treatment for developing and least developed countries should be an integral part of the World Trade Organization fisheries subsidies negotiation

· By 2030, increase the economic benefits to Small Island developing States and least developed countries from the sustainable use of marine resources, including through sustainable management of fisheries, aquaculture and tourism

· Increase scientific knowledge, develop research capacity and transfer marine technology, taking into account the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission Criteria and Guidelines on the Transfer of Marine Technology, in order to improve ocean health and to enhance the contribution of marine biodiversity to the development of developing countries, in particular small island developing States and least developed countries

· Provide access for small-scale artisanal fishers to marine resources and markets

· Enhance the conservation and sustainable use of oceans and their resources by implementing international law as reflected in UNCLOS, which provides the legal framework for the conservation and sustainable use of oceans and their resources, as recalled in paragraph 158 of The Future We Want

Further information relating to SDG 14 can be viewed via the UN website here: http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/oceans/ 

The Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species

Commonly known as CITES, The Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora is an international agreement which came into force in 1975, after being originally drafted in 1963. Currently 183 countries have signed up to the agreement. Although taking part is voluntary, the countries who have signed up are legally obliged to implement the convention in their own countries. 

At the time of the draft in 1963, the idea of regulating the wildlife trade on an international basis was a new concept. As the trade in wildlife is often international, there was a desire amongst many to co-ordinate and regulate this trade in order to protect and conserve threatened species and ensure sustainability.

Its main focuses are:
1. Conservation

2. Sustainable use

3. Trade

CITES is run using a licensing system whereby the import and export of all species listed in the agreement must be authorised. All those species covered are listed in three appendices, according to the level of protection and control required.

Appendix 1 – Trade is only permitted in exceptional circumstances, as these species are threatened with extinction.
Appendix 2 – Trade in these species is controlled, although these species are not threatened with extinction.
Appendix 3 – Species protected in one or more countries.

CITES website https://cites.org/
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