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English / Invisible Man
Teacher notes - The Invisible Man Part 1

This first activity is designed to be a guided reading task to prepare students for reading 
longer extracts on their own later. 

Some words are glossed if needed but you may want to try some reading strategies as 
a class to start: look at root word/prefix/suffix, see if it looks like a word they know, read 
the word in a sentence/read before and read after, use a dictionary.

This task focuses on a passage from H. G. Wells’ ‘The Invisible Man’ which is a 19th  
century text so you might want to discuss the archaic language, syntax and style.

Students should read the passage and then they are presented with a question.  
Depending on the ability and needs of the group, this can be discussed together as a 
class, in pairs or groups, or students can be asked to complete the activity on their own 
first and then feedback be taken as a class. 

Responses the students might come up with: Mysterious is the focus so encourage 
them to consider these.

Screen 1

• Strange/unusual
• Mysterious/secretive
• Rude
• Loud/demanding 

Screen 2

Students are expected to base their opinions or ideas on the text. Therefore they 
need to find examples of words/phrases that Wells has used to give an air of mystery 
to the man. They need to highlight each piece of text that shows the character to be 
mysterious. 
 
Language they may select: 

• “The stranger”
• “the brim of his soft felt hat hid every inch of his face”
• “He staggered into the “Coach and Horses” more dead than alive”
• ““A fire,” he cried”
• “And with that much introduction…he took up his quarters in the inn 

It may help the students to have a copy of the extract in front of them to highlight or 
note down the text. 
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Screen 3

Students should then be able to pick out some evidence that shows each of the 
techniques that are used by the author and offer some suggestion as to how the effect 
helps to create mystery.
Suggestions: 
 
Language they may select: 

• Third person – “The stranger came early in February”, creates distance between the 
reader and the mysterious character.

• Adjective – “shiny tip of his nose”, emphasises how the rest of his face is completely 
covered and it’s only the very tip of his nose that is exposed, made shiny by the cold.

• Pathetic fallacy – “one wintry day, through a biting wind and a driving snow”, this 
man emerges from such awful weather conditions creating a sense of foreboding as 
there are negative connotations associated with him.

• Verb – “He staggered into”, suggests he is weak or has been injured, making us ques-
tion the circumstances of his arrival. 

Creating a response

Screen 1

Students are to drag sentence starters around to match up with the evidence that 
supports the point being made. They then need to complete the different responses 
that they are starting to create, this can be done together on the board, in pairs in their 
books or individually on laptops.
 
Matching Answers: 

• H. G. Wells immediately creates a sense of mystery in his title, “The Invisible Man”. 
This causes the reader to…

• Instead of giving the character a name, Wells refers to him as a “stranger”. This gives 
the impression…

• Wells states that the man conceals his identity by describing how his, “soft felt hat 
hid every inch of his face”. This makes the reader…

• Further mystery is created by Wells when he describes how the man behaves on ar-
rival at the inn using words like, “staggered” and “more dead than alive” so the read-
er is encouraged to wonder…

• At the end of the passage, Wells tells the reader that the man did not introduce 
himself to anyone at the inn, “And with that much introduction”. He simply paid and 
went to his room, leaving the reader…
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Screen 2

By incorporating technique into their comments on language, they will be hitting both 
bullet points from the question. For example,  

I agree that the writer does create a very mysterious character in this opening to the 
novel so much so that we don’t even learn his name. Instead of giving the character a 
name, Wells refers to him as “the stranger”. This noun phrase gives the impression that 
he was not known by anyone from Iping, therefore the reader wants to know more 
about why he has travelled there and what his story is.


