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1. Presentation of writing task

The teacher should begin the lesson by presenting students with the writing task that they will 
complete at the close of the lesson. The activities that follow are designed to prepare students 
to complete the task successfully. The writing task for this lesson is…

Write a report for the National Union of Teachers (NUT) explaining the problem of 
the use of American English by British schoolchildren and outlining ways of ad-
dressing this problem.

In planning your response, you should consider:
• the key features of the genre
• the relationship with the reader
• lexical and grammatical choices.
Aim to write about 300 words.

2A. Form / sub-headings (drag and drop matching activity)

Subheadings in square brackets below are replaced with blank boxes in the interactive re-
source; students to drag sub-headings to corresponding boxes in text.

Below is an extract from a text explaining the focus of 
the Longitude Prize (a £10 million reward offered for 
finding the solution to a major challenge of our time). 
Like many explanation texts, this one includes sub-head-
ings intended to assist the reader.
Match the sub-heading on the right to the appropriate 
section of text.

[The problem]

The development of antibiotics has been vital to our 
survival, yet the rise of antimicrobial resistance is threat-
ening to make them ineffective in the future.
The World Health Organization estimates that antibiotics 
treatments add an average of 20 years to all of our lives. 
But in the 80 years since the discovery of penicillin, our 
overuse of antibiotics has put pressure on bacteria to 
evolve resistance, leading to the emergence of untreat-
able superbugs that threaten the basis of modern medi-
cine.
 Clinicians often prescribe broad spectrum antibiotics to 
sick patients because doctors have to act quickly on im-
perfect information. These methods put selective pres-
sure on microbes to evolve resistance to antibiotics.

Challenge

Evolution

Impact

The problem
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[Evolution]

Radical change is needed to address the global problem 
of growing anti-microbial resistance, to ensure a health 
care system that can sustainably control and treat infec-
tions.
We cannot outpace microbial evolution. A new 
broad-spectrum antibiotic, if applied with current meth-
ods, would eventually meet new forms of resistance. The 
overall solution involves a long-term path towards a more 
intelligent use of antibiotics enabling a future of more ef-
fective prevention, targeted treatments and smart clinical 
decision support systems.

[Challenge]

The challenge for Longitude Prize will be set to create a 
cheap, accurate, rapid and easy-to-use point-of-care test 
kit for bacterial infections.

[Impact]

Point-of-care test kits will allow more targeted use of 
antibiotics, and an overall reduction in misdiagnosis and 
prescription. Effective and accurate point-of-care tests 
will form a vital part of the toolkit for stewardship of 
antibiotics in the future. This will ensure that the antibi-
otics we have now will be effective for longer and we can 
continue to control infections during routine and major 
procedures. 
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2B. Expression / tense and voice (labelling activity)

Students should highlight the text according to the colour-coded labels.

The problem:

In 2015, an estimated 19.4 million children worldwide 
failed to receive routine immunisation services, with 
more than 60% of these living in developing countries. 
Figures suggest that an additional 1.5 million deaths 
could be avoided if global vaccination systems improve. 
And, current vaccine programmes in developing coun-
tries do not meet the international standards for temper-
ature safe vaccine distribution which leads to vaccines 
losing potency.

The solution:

ISOBAR works by using a chemical process to provide a 
long term cooling effect for vaccine delivery.

A mix of Ammonia and Water is heated in a lower pres-
sure vessel. The ammonia vaporises and separates from 
the water into the upper chamber where it is trapped 
by a valve. It remains trapped until the cooling effect is 
needed.

Modal verb - used to 
show present 
possibility

Passive voice - used 
to describe a step in 
a process

Past tense - used to 
show past reality

Present tense - used 
to show present 
reality

Follow-up activity

Transform the following sentences from active to passive voice (this will transform the 
text type from instruction to explanation):

• First, you peel the potatoes and chop them in half.
• Next, you place the chopped potatoes in a large pan of boiling water.
• You then boil the potatoes until they are tender.
• Drain the pan, then use a potato masher to mash the potatoes.
• Finally, add butter and cream and mash them into the potato.
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Once students have produced their own sentences, the following appears on screen so that they 
can assess their understanding:

How similar are your sentences to these?

• First, the potatoes are peeled and chopped in half.
• Next, the chopped potatoes are placed in a large pan of boiling water.
• The potatoes are then boiled until they are tender.
• The pan is drained and a potato masher is used to mash the potatoes.
• Finally, butter and cream are added and mashed into the potato.

3. Planning stage

It will be helpful to remind students of the task by re-posting it onscreen at this point.

Write a report for the National Union of Teachers (NUT) explaining the problem of 
the use of American English by British schoolchildren and outlining ways of ad-
dressing this problem.

In planning your response, you should consider:
• the key features of the genre
• the relationship with the reader
• lexical and grammatical choices.
Aim to write about 300 words. 

3A. Audience (discussion question)

The audience for this report consists of teachers belonging to a professional organisa-
tion. Describe the register and tone that would be appropriate for this audience.

3B. Form

As seen in both of the texts examined, sub-headings are a conventional feature of expla-
nation texts. List the sub-headings you will include in your report here.

3C. Language/modal verbs

Give an example of one possibility you will discuss in your report (e.g. a problem that 
might arise if nothing is done or a benefit that might result if action is taken). Be sure to 
use a modal verb (can/could, will/would, shall/should, may, might, etc.).
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4. Writing

Now write your report!

As you do, remember to:
• provide sub-headings to help your reader follow the flow of information
• include a brief but clear summary of the problem
• use modal verbs to offer hypotheses about possible outcomes
• maintain third person throughout, using passive voice when necessary

* At this point the digital, teacher-led portion of the lesson will conclude and students will be-
gin independent work.


