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Read the text and identify the purpose, audience and format.  How has language been 
used in this extract?

Now, rewrite this message as a text/WhatsApp and then analyse language choices.  What 
have you changed and why?

http://mentalfloss.com/article/57172/7-highlights-19th-century-book-sample-love-letters

Extract  “From a Young Lady to a Gentleman, complaining of indifference“

Did I not give you my promise to be yours, and had you no other cause for soliciting it than 
merely to gratify your vanity? A brutal gratification indeed, to triumph over the weakness 
of a woman, whose greatest fault was, that she loved you. I say loved you; for it was in 
consequence of that passion, I first contended to become yours. Has your conduct, sir, 
been consistent with my submission, or with your own solemn professions? Is it consistent 
with the character of a gentleman, first to obtain a woman’s consent, and afterwards 
brag that he had discarded her, and found one more agreeable to his wishes? Do not 
equivocate; I have too convincing proofs your insincerity; I saw you yesterday walking with 
Miss Benton, and am informed that you have promised marriage to her. Whatever you 
may think, sir, I have a spirit of disdain, and even resentment, equal to your ingratitude, 
and can treat the wretch with a proper indifference, who can make so slight a matter of 
the most solemn promises. Miss Benton may be your wife, but she will receive into her 
arms a perjured husband nor can ever the superstructure be laying, which is built on such 
a foundation.

I leave you to the stings of your own conscience.


