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    KEY ASPECTS OF THE SPECIFICATION FROM 2015 

COMPONENT 1, SECTION A: SHAKESPEARE 

AREA OF STUDY DESCRIPTION 

Shakespeare Essay 
Question 

Factors to consider, and guidelines for approaching, the Shakespeare 
essay question. 

Example Shakespeare 
Question 

An Example Shakespeare question. 

Example Shakespeare 
Question Mark Scheme 

The specific Assessment Objectives, Mark Scheme and indicative 
content for the Shakespeare question. 

Example Shakespeare 
Question responses 

Example responses to the Shakespeare essay Question 
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COMPONENT 1: SECTION A EXAM LEVEL: GCSE 

AREA OF STUDY 

The Shakespeare Essay Question 

 AMPLIFICATION FOR TEACHING 

Approaching the Shakespeare Essay Question: 

• Learners should check the focus of the question and underline any
key words. The questions will be designed to focus on AO1 (read,
understand and respond) and AO2 (Analyse) Selection of relevant
material is very important when answering the question. Look for
instructions such as 'presented at different points in the play.' This
signals the requirement to track through the play.

• Learners should write a strong, focused opening, summing up the
argument they will present in the answer as a whole, and clearly
addressing the question posed. They should aim to range across the
whole play in their response tracking the character or theme across
the whole text.

• Contextual factors (AO3) are not assessed in this question and
candidates should be wary of wasting time on contextual details that
will not be rewarded in the response.

• Learners should be able to analyse some of the writer's intentions
when creating characters and plot and highlight important turning
points and key contrasts and their effects

 USEFUL INTERACTIVE RESOURCES 

Ways into Shakespeare 

Specimen Assessment Materials 

Key Points: 
• Learners will be assessed on their ability to make specific references to the

text as well as having an overview of the character/theme.
• Knowledge of the whole play is essential. Learners often find it helpful to see
• productions but should be very wary of letting film references come into their

responses
• Context (AO3) is not assessed in the Shakespeare essay question.
• SPaG (AO4) is assessed and candidates should be aware of this. Learners

should proof read their work carefully and check to ensure that character
names have capital letters. Careful spelling and punctuation will make a real
difference in this question.
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Part 12, AO1 and AO2 are equally weighted in this question. 

BAND AO1: 1a+b, AO1:2 AO2 

5 Candidates: sustain focus on the task, including overview, 
convey ideas with consistent coherence and use an 

Candidates: analyse and appreciate writers’ use of 
language, form and structure; make assured reference to 

appropriate register; use a sensitive and evaluative meanings and effects exploring and evaluating the way 

17–20 
marks 

approach to the task and analyse the text critically; show a 
perceptive understanding of the text, engaging fully, 
perhaps with some originality in their personal response; 

meaning and ideas are conveyed through language 
structure and form; use precise subject terminology in an 
appropriate context. 

their responses include pertinent, direct references from 
across the text, including quotations. 

4 Candidates: sustain focus on the task, convey ideas with 
considerable coherence and use an appropriate register; 

Candidates: discuss and increasingly analyse writers’ 
use of language, form and structure; make thoughtful 

use a thoughtful approach to the task; show a secure reference to the meanings and effects of stylistic features 

13–16 
marks 

understanding of key aspects of the text, with considerable 
engagement; support and justify their responses by well- 
chosen direct reference to the text, including quotations. 

used by the writer; use apt subject terminology. 

3 Candidates: focus on the task, convey ideas with 
general coherence and use a mostly appropriate 

Candidates: comment on and begin to analyse writers’ 
use of language, form and structure; make some 

register; use a straightforward approach to the task; reference to meanings and effects; use relevant subject 

9–12 
marks 

show an understanding of key aspects of the text, with 
engagement; support and justify their responses by 
appropriate direct reference to the text, including 

terminology. 

quotations. 

2 Candidates: have some focus on the task, convey ideas 
with some coherence and sometimes use an appropriate 

Candidates: recognise and make simple comments on 
writers’ use of language, form and structure; may make 

register; use a limited approach to the task; show some limited reference to meanings and effects; may use some 

5–8 
marks 

understanding of key aspects of the text, with some 
engagement; support and justify their responses by some 
direct reference to the text, including some quotations. 

relevant subject terminology. 

1 Candidates: have limited focus on the task, convey ideas 
with occasional coherence and may sometimes use an 

Candidates: may make generalised comments on writers’ 
use of language, form and structure; may make basic 

appropriate register; use a simple approach to the task; reference to meanings and effects; may use some 

1–4 
marks 

show a basic understanding of some key aspects of the 
text, with a little engagement; may support and justify their 
responses by some general reference to the text, perhaps 

subject terminology but not always accurately. 

including some quotations. 

0 
marks 

Nothing worthy of credit. Nothing worthy of credit. 
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Here you will find the Mark Scheme for the example Shakespeare essay question, based on the play 
Romeo and Juliet (taken from our full set of Specimen Assessment Materials, which can be accessed 
from the additional resources section below). 

LEVEL AO4 

High performance 
4–5 marks 

In the context of the Level of Demand of the question, Learners spell and punctuate 
with consistent accuracy, and consistently use vocabulary and sentence structures to 
achieve effective control of meaning. 

Intermediate 
performance 2–3 marks 

In the context of the Level of Demand of the question, Learners spell and punctuate 
with considerable accuracy, and use a considerable range of vocabulary and sentence 
structures to achieve general control of meaning. 

Threshold performance 
1 mark 

In the context of the Level of Demand of the question, Learners spell and punctuate 
with reasonable accuracy, and use a reasonable range of vocabulary and sentence 
structures; any errors do not hinder meaning in the response. 

0 marks Candidates do not reach the threshold performance outlined in the performance 
descriptor above. 

Select the 
image (left) 
for the 
example 
question. 

Select the 
image (left) 
for the 
Indicative 
Content for 
this question. 

   ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

Ways into Shakespeare 

Specimen Assessment Materials 
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 EXAMPLES OF QUESTIONS IN COMPONENT 1  - MARK SCHEME 

Here you will find Indicative Content for part 12 of the example Shakespeare essay based on the 

play Romeo and Juliet (taken from our full set of Specimen Assessment Materials). 

This is not a checklist. Please reward valid alternatives. 

COMPONENT 1: SECTION A 

Shakespeare, Romeo and Juliet, Question Part 12 
Responses may include: 

AO1 
• His attitude to love
• His friendship with and loyalty to Romeo
• His wit, imagination and humour, e.g. as shown in the Queen Mab speech and in the scene with the Nurse
• His anger towards Tybalt and their subsequent fight
• How his death sets up the rest of the events of the play
• The significance of his dying words

AO2 
• Comments on Shakespeare’s use of language in the presentation of the character of Mercutio
• The use of imagery in his Queen Mab speech, showing his wit and imagination
• His bawdy teasing of Romeo and the Nurse and how this adds humour to the play
• How his attitudes to love are in contrast with those of Romeo
• How structure is revealed e.g. how his death and dying words change the atmosphere of the

play and lead  on to its tragic outcome

Select the 
image (left) for 
the Mark 
Scheme for 
this question. 

Select the 
image (left) for 
the 
Assessment 
Objectives for 
this question. 
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 EXAMPLE ANSWERS AND EXAMINER COMMENTS FOR THE ESSAY QUESTION IN COMPONENT 1
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 EXAMPLE ANSWERS AND EXAMINER COMMENTS FOR THE ESSAY QUESTION IN COMPONENT 1
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 EXAMPLE ANSWERS AND EXAMINER COMMENTS FOR THE ESSAY QUESTION IN COMPONENT 1
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