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CORROBORATING EVIDENCE

When scholars want to test the ‘validity’ of an idea, they often check to see how often and whereabouts, the idea 

appears. If the idea is frequent, and appears across the four Gospels, then it is considered to be more ‘authentic’. 

Can you explain why they might reach such a conclusion?

The text that has come to be known as ‘John’s Gospel’ (also written anonymously) was written later than 

Matthew’s in a different place for a different audience and social context.  In light of Matthew’s genealogy, 

read the extract from Trevor Dennis’ book The Christmas stories (pp. 11-12) and consider the following 

argument between Jesus and the Jewish religious leaders in John ch.8:

✭✭ Religious leaders: “We are descended from Abraham.”

✭✭ Jesus: “I know you are descended from Abraham.”

✭✭ R.L.: “Our Father is Abraham.”

✭✭ Jesus: “If you were Abraham’s children, you would do what Abraham did.”

✭✭ R.L.: “We are not illegitimate…we have one Father: God himself”

What might John be suggesting here?

Does the fact that John also suggests the possibility that Jesus is illegitimate, make it more likely to have 

been ‘true’, or at least from a strong source?

Or, could there be another explanation?
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