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Unit 2 Part A
Christianity – Core beliefs, teachings and practices

Core beliefs and teachings

Beliefs

The Bible

Deuteronomy 4: 1-2

Obedience commanded

4 Now, Israel, hear the decrees and laws I am about to teach you. Follow them so that you may live and 

may go in and take possession of the land that the Lord, the God of your ancestors, is giving you. 2 Do not 

add to what I command you and do not subtract from it, but keep the commands of the Lord your God 

that I give you.

2 Timothy 3: 16-17

16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 

17 so that the servant of God[a] may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.

Romans 2: 14-15

14 Indeed, when Gentiles, who do not have the law, do by nature things required by the law, they are a law 

for themselves, even though they do not have the law. 15 They show that the requirements of the law are 

written on their hearts, their consciences also bearing witness, and their thoughts sometimes accusing 

them and at other times even defending them.

The Afterlife

Belief in life after death

John 3:16

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 

perish but have eternal life.
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John 11: 25-26

25 Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though 

they die; 26 and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?’

Judgement, responsibility for actions

Matthew 25: 31-46

The sheep and the goats

31 ‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his glorious throne. 

32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a 

shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his 

left.

34 ‘Then the King will say to those on his right, “Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your 

inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and you 

gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you 

invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was ill and you looked after me, I was in prison 

and you came to visit me.”

37 ‘Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and 

give you something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and 

clothe you? 39 When did we see you ill or in prison and go to visit you?”

40 ‘The King will reply, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters 

of mine, you did for me.”

41 ‘Then he will say to those on his left, “Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared 

for the devil and his angels. 42 For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave 

me nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not 

clothe me, I was ill and in prison and you did not look after me.”

44 ‘They also will answer, “Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or 

ill or in prison, and did not help you?”

45 ‘He will reply, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for 

me.”

46 ‘Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.’
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Resurrection

1 Corinthians 15: 20-22

20 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21 For 

since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. 22 For as in 

Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.

Heaven and Hell

John 14: 1-4

Jesus comforts his disciples

14 ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God[a]; believe also in me. 2 My Father’s house has 

many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? 3 

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be 

where I am. 4 You know the way to the place where I am going.

Luke 16: 19-31

The rich man and Lazarus

19 ‘There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every day. 20 At his 

gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores 21 and longing to eat what fell from the rich 

man’s table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores.

22 ‘The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham’s side. The rich man also 

died and was buried. 23 In Hades, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with 

Lazarus by his side. 24 So he called to him, “Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the 

tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.”

25 ‘But Abraham replied, “Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, while Lazarus 

received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony. 26 And besides all this, between 

us and you a great chasm has been set in place, so that those who want to go from here to you cannot, 

nor can anyone cross over from there to us.”

27 ‘He answered, “Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my family, 28 for I have five brothers. Let him 

warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.”

29 ‘Abraham replied, “They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.”
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30 ‘“No, father Abraham,” he said, “but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.”

31 ‘He said to him, “If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if 

someone rises from the dead.”’

Practices

Life’s Journey

Mark 1: 9-11

The baptism and testing of Jesus

9 At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptised by John in the Jordan. 10 Just as Jesus 

was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a 

dove. 11 And a voice came from heaven: ‘You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.’

1 Corinthians 11: 23-26

23 For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: the Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, 

took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body, which is for you; do 

this in remembrance of me.’ 25 In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new 

covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ 26 For whenever you eat this 

bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Acts 2: 1-13

The Holy Spirit comes at Pentecost

2 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like the 

blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 They 

saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4 All of them 

were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues[a] as the Spirit enabled them.

5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 6 When they 

heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard their own language 

being spoken. 7 Utterly amazed, they asked: ‘Aren’t all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 Then how 

is it that each of us hears them in our native language? 9 Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of 

Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia,[b] 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts 
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of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome 11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs – we 

hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!’ 12 Amazed and perplexed, they asked one 

another, ‘What does this mean?’

13 Some, however, made fun of them and said, ‘They have had too much wine.’

Mark 10: 7-9

7 “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, 8 and the two will 

become one flesh.” So they are no longer two, but one flesh. 9 Therefore what God has joined together, 

let no one separate.’

Special Places

Hebrews 10: 24-25

24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on towards love and good deeds, 25 not giving up 

meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another – and all the more as 

you see the Day approaching.

Matthew 18:20

20 For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.’
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Part B
Theme 1: Issues of Relationships from a Christian perspective

Theme 1: Relationships

Relationships

Mark 10: 6-8

6 ‘But at the beginning of creation God “made them male and female”.7 “For this reason a man will leave 

his father and mother and be united to his wife,8 and the two will become one flesh.” So they are no 

longer two, but one flesh.

Matthew 19: 8-9

8 Jesus replied, ‘Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts were hard. But it was not 

this way from the beginning. 9 I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, 

and marries another woman commits adultery.

Mark 10:9

9 Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.

Sexual relationships

Leviticus 20:13 (instead of Leviticus 20:3)

13 If a man has sexual relations with a man as one does with a woman, both of them have done what is 

detestable. They are to be put to death; their blood will be on their own heads.

1 Timothy 1: 8-10

8 We know that the law is good if one uses it properly. 9 We also know that the law is made not for the 

righteous but for lawbreakers and rebels, the ungodly and sinful, the unholy and irreligious, for those who 

kill their fathers or mothers, for murderers, 10 for the sexually immoral, for those practising homosexuality, 

for slave traders and liars and perjurers – and for whatever else is contrary to the sound doctrine.
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Issues of equality: gender, prejudice and discrimination

1 Timothy 2: 11-12

11 A woman should learn in quietness and full submission. 12 I do not permit a woman to teach or to 

assume authority over a man; she must be quiet.

Galatians 3: 27-29

27 for all of you who were baptised into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is neither Jew 

nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 If you 

belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.

Theme 2: Human Rights and Social Justice

Human Rights and Social Justice

Genesis 1: 26-27

26 Then God said, ‘Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish 

in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals,[a] and over all the creatures 

that move along the ground.’

27 So God created mankind in his own image,

    in the image of God he created them;

    male and female he created them.

Prejudice and discrimination

Galatians 3: 27-29

27 for all of you who were baptised into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is neither Jew 

nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 If you 

belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.
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Issues of wealth and poverty

Luke 16: 19-31

The rich man and Lazarus

19 ‘There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every day. 20 At his 

gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores 21 and longing to eat what fell from the rich 

man’s table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores.

22 ‘The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham’s side. The rich man also 

died and was buried. 23 In Hades, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with 

Lazarus by his side. 24 So he called to him, “Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the 

tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.”

25 ‘But Abraham replied, “Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, while Lazarus 

received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony. 26 And besides all this, between 

us and you a great chasm has been set in place, so that those who want to go from here to you cannot, 

nor can anyone cross over from there to us.”

27 ‘He answered, “Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my family, 28 for I have five brothers. Let him 

warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.”

29 ‘Abraham replied, “They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.”

30 ‘“No, father Abraham,” he said, “but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.”

31 ‘He said to him, “If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if 

someone rises from the dead.”’

Christian Aid

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/

