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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1a 26862 1.8 0.5 2 91.4 98.7
1b 27094 2.2 1.5 5 44.8 99.5
1c 27144 4.6 1.9 8 57.7 99.7
1d 26649 7 3.9 15 46.7 97.9

SPaG 26865 4.8 1.7 6 80.8 98.7
2a 26441 1.2 0.9 2 59.1 97.1
2b 25358 1.5 1.5 5 30.4 93.2
2c 26763 2.4 2.1 8 29.7 98.3
2d 26385 7 4 15 46.4 96.9
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question


Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.
However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.


Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.


Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question


Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.


Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Sticky Note

No other point of view is offered in this response. It has one simple idea of pilgrimage bringing Christians closer to God. There is no real discussion in this response. Band 1. 2 marks.
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Sticky Note

This is a band 3 response. Some correct references to places of pilgrimage and correct
understanding demonstrate of the importance of the pilgrimage for Christians. Additional materials was included on an addition page. There is some discussion and some unpacking of the discussion. Band 3. 8 marks.
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	 (d)	 ‘Pilgrimage is the most important Christian practice.’


		  Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point of view.
		  (You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.)	 [15]
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EDUQAS GCSE RELIGIOUS STUDIES (ROUTE A) COMPONENT 2 
STUDY OF CHRISTIANITY 


SUMMER 2018 MARK SCHEME 


Please note: the mark scheme is not a checklist.  Other valid points must be credited. 


For all (a) questions, credit 1 mark for a very simple definition and 2 marks for a 
developed definition and/or an example. 


1. (a) What do Christians mean by the 'Trinity'? [2] 


 The Trinity is the belief God consists of three persons


 The first part of the Trinity is God the Father


 Jesus Christ the Son of God is the second part of the Trinity


 The Holy Spirit or Paraclete is the third part of the Trinity












Sticky Note

This is a very detailed explanation of the term ‘Trinity’. It has the correct definition of the term with clear exposition of the three parts of the Trinity. Additional term ‘paraclete’ is correctly used for the Holy Spirit. 2 marks.
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Sticky Note

Detailed exposition of the three individual parts of the Trinity. 2 marks.
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Sticky Note

Correctly identifies the three parts of the Trinity. 2 marks.
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Answer all questions.


1. Beliefs and Teachings


(a) What do Christians mean by the ‘Trinity’? [2]
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Question (d) 
 


Band Band Descriptor 
Mark 
Total 


5 An excellent, highly detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based 
on detailed knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral 
reasoning to formulate judgements and present alternative or different 
viewpoints. An excellent understanding of how belief influences 
individuals, communities and societies. 
 
Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of 
wisdom and authority extensively, accurately and appropriately. 


13 – 15 


4 A very good, detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on 
accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning 
to formulate judgements and present alternative or different viewpoints. 
A very good understanding of how belief influences individuals, 
communities and societies. 
 
Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of 
wisdom and authority appropriately and in detail. 


10 – 12  


3 A good, generally detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based 
on a generally accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and 
moral reasoning to formulate reasonable judgements and recognise 
alternative or different viewpoints. A good understanding of how belief 
influences individuals, communities and societies. 
 
Uses and interprets some religious/specialist language, terms and/or 
sources of wisdom and authority. 


7 – 9 


2 Limited statement(s) of more than one viewpoint based on limited 
knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning to 
formulate judgements. A limited understanding of how belief influences 
individuals, communities and societies. 
 
Uses limited religious/specialist language and terms and/or few sources 
of wisdom and authority. 


4 – 6 


1 A poor, basic statement of a point of view and a very limited attempt or 
no attempt to formulate judgements or offer alternative or different 
viewpoints.  Little or no attempt made to demonstrate how belief 
influences individuals, communities and societies. 
 
Poor use, or no use, of religious/specialist language, terms and/or 
sources of wisdom and authority. 


1 – 3 


0 No relevant point of view stated. 0 


 


  







Refer to the marking bands for question (d). 


(d) 'Belief in hell is out of date.' [15+6] 


Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one 
point of view. 
(You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.)  


Marks for spelling, punctuation and the accurate use of grammar are 
allocated to this question. 


 Belief in hell is out of date because some Christians believe God will
forgive everyone


 If God is a god of love then ultimately no one is in hell


 Belief in hell is not out of date because it is a teaching in the Bible that hell
is a place of punishment for sinners


 A belief in hell is stated in the Christian creeds


 Jesus makes reference to hell


 There are references to hell in both the Old and New Testaments


 Some Christians regard hell as a real physical place


 Science proves hell is not under the ground


 Some Christians regard hell as separation from God


 Belief in heaven necessitates a belief in hell as a place of punishment
















Sticky Note

Lots of very good content and developed arguments throughout the answer: ‘out of date’, ‘end
times’, motivating Christians not to sin, punishment for sinning, in a mythical sense like the Creation
story and making a connection between Old and New Testament. Clear reference to different Christian traditions and the importance of beliefs in the Apostle’s Creed. (Full marks awarded for SPag). Band 5. 15 marks.
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Sticky Note

The response is very limited. It is really no more than an explanation of what hell is – not being able to spend eternity with God – and there is little discussion of the statement. (SPag 5 marks). Band 1. 3 marks.
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Sticky Note

This response is not particularly well written. The first sentence makes no sense. There is a
reference to the biblical parable of the sheep and the goats and a confused reference to liberal Christians. The answer has the beginning of an alternative point of view but it is very weak. (SPag 3 marks). It is a band 2 response – just. 4 marks.
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	 (d)	 ‘Christian beliefs about hell are out of date.’


		  Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point of view.
		  (You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.)	 [15]


		  Marks for spelling, punctuation and the accurate use of grammar are allocated to this 
question.	 [6]
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Please note: the mark scheme is not a checklist.  Other valid points must be credited. 


For all (a) questions, credit 1 mark for a very simple definition and 2 marks for a 
developed definition and/or an example. 


2. (a) What do Christians mean by 'sacraments'? [2] 


 An outward sign of God's grace


 A ritual, such as baptism, that signifies receiving God's grace












Sticky Note

Very detailed unpacking of the term with the additional example of baptism used as an example
of a sacrament. 2 marks.
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Sticky Note

The response does not provide a clear explanation of the meaning of the term. Credit is given
for the example of the Eucharist. 1 mark.
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Sticky Note

Correct definition – brief – but correct. 2 marks.
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2.	 Practices


	 (a)	 What do Christians mean by ‘sacraments’?	 [2]
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Question (d) 
 


Band Band Descriptor 
Mark 
Total 


5 An excellent, highly detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based 
on detailed knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral 
reasoning to formulate judgements and present alternative or different 
viewpoints. An excellent understanding of how belief influences 
individuals, communities and societies. 
 
Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of 
wisdom and authority extensively, accurately and appropriately. 


13 – 15 


4 A very good, detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on 
accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning 
to formulate judgements and present alternative or different viewpoints. 
A very good understanding of how belief influences individuals, 
communities and societies. 
 
Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of 
wisdom and authority appropriately and in detail. 


10 – 12  


3 A good, generally detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based 
on a generally accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and 
moral reasoning to formulate reasonable judgements and recognise 
alternative or different viewpoints. A good understanding of how belief 
influences individuals, communities and societies. 
 
Uses and interprets some religious/specialist language, terms and/or 
sources of wisdom and authority. 


7 – 9 


2 Limited statement(s) of more than one viewpoint based on limited 
knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning to 
formulate judgements. A limited understanding of how belief influences 
individuals, communities and societies. 
 
Uses limited religious/specialist language and terms and/or few sources 
of wisdom and authority. 


4 – 6 


1 A poor, basic statement of a point of view and a very limited attempt or 
no attempt to formulate judgements or offer alternative or different 
viewpoints.  Little or no attempt made to demonstrate how belief 
influences individuals, communities and societies. 
 
Poor use, or no use, of religious/specialist language, terms and/or 
sources of wisdom and authority. 


1 – 3 


0 No relevant point of view stated. 0 
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Refer to the marking bands for question (d). 
 
(d) 'Pilgrimage is the most important Christian practice.'  [15]  


 
Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one 
point of view.  
(You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.)  


 


 Pilgrimage is an important expression of faith 


 Pilgrimage to places in the Holy Land provides an opportunity for 
Christians to 'walk in the footsteps' of Jesus 


 Pilgrimage may provide an opportunity for spiritual or physical healing 


 Pilgrimage is an opportunity for Christians to grow in their faith 


 Pilgrimage to a sacred place allows Christians to join together with other 
Christians  


 Pilgrimage is the life journey to God and not just a physical journey made 
to a sacred place 


 Belief in God and Jesus are more important than pilgrimage 


 Social action and charity work are more important than pilgrimage 


 Pilgrimage is not an essential part of being a Christian 


 Christian festivals, such as Christmas and Easter are more important 
parts of Christianity 


 It is more important for a Christian to worship God and 'love your 
neighbour' 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
C120U20-1 EDUQAS GCSE Religious Studies (Route A) Component 2 MS S18/DM 
















Sticky Note

Focus on the practice of pilgrimage as bringing Christians closer to God. Interesting reference to importance of sacraments. Development of how Christians are taught about the life of Jesus and the Christian faith. References to prayer, penance, devotion, forgiveness, healing. References to festivals
such as Easter. Band 5. 15 marks.
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